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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Budgetary Control calls on the Committee on Constitutional Affairs, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Recalls that in 2005 the Commission proposed an interinstitutional agreement intended to 
create a horizontal framework for the creation, structure, operation, evaluation and control 
of European regulatory agencies;

2. Notes that despite general support from Parliament, negotiations with the Council on this 
draft agreement stalled during 2006, with doubts raised as to whether the use of an 
interinstitutional agreement was legally appropriate;

3. Agrees that the establishment of agencies on a case-by-case basis has not been 
accompanied by an overall vision of the role of agencies in the European Union, and that 
the lack of such an overall vision has made it more difficult for agencies to work 
effectively;

4. Stresses that the importance of agencies in the EU's administrative framework; calls for a 
common understanding between the EU institutions of the purpose and role of agencies, 
which, at the present time, is lacking;

5. Notes the Commission's intention, pending a decision on its proposal for an 
interinstitutional working group on the future governance of agencies, to:

 withdraw its proposal for an interinstitutional agreement;

 undertake a horizontal evaluation of the regulatory agencies by the end of 2009, and to 
report as soon as possible to Parliament and the Council on the results;

 propose no new regulatory agencies until the evaluation has been completed;

 undertake a review of its own internal systems governing its relations with agencies, 
as well as the methodology for conducting impact assessments of agencies;

6. Points out that, according to the figures provided by the Commission in its 
Communication, there are currently 29 regulatory agencies, which employ some 3 800 
staff, with an annual budget of around EUR 1 100 million, including a Community 
contribution of around  EUR 559 million;

7. Insists that the auditing/discharge process must be proportionate to the relative size of the 
overall budget of the agencies; notes in particular that the resources available to the 
European Court of Auditors have not increased in line with the expansion in the number 
of agencies in recent years;

8. Reiterates the wish expressed in paragraph 7 of its discharge resolutions on the agencies 
of 22 April 2008 that the performance of the agencies be regularly (and on an ad hoc 
basis) audited by the European Court of Auditors or another independent auditor; 
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considers that this should not be limited to traditional elements of financial management 
and the proper use of public money, but should also cover administrative efficiency and 
effectiveness and should include a rating of the financial management of each agency;

9. Draws attention to the European Court of Auditors' forthcoming special report on the 
sound financial management of agencies with particular reference to performance audits;

10. Asks the committee responsible to take account of that special report before submitting its 
report to plenary;

11. Suggests that the matters to be considered by the proposed interinstitutional working 
group on the future governance of agencies should include the following:

 the need for a standard approach among the agencies with regard to the 
presentation of their activities during the financial year in question, and of their 
accounts and reports on budgetary and financial management;

 a standard requirement for all directors of agencies to draw up and sign a statement 
of assurance, including reservations where necessary;

 a harmonised model applicable to all agencies and satellite bodies clearly 
distinguishing between

 an annual report intended for a general readership on the body's operations, 
work and achievements;

 financial statements and a report on implementation of the budget;

 an activity report along the lines of the activity reports of the Directors-
General of the Commission;

 a declaration of assurance signed by the body's director, together with any 
reservations or observations which the director considers it appropriate to 
draw to the attention of the discharge authority;

 the need to define the principles for determining whether and to what extent fees 
or payments should be the source of funding for agencies.
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