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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Foreign Affairs calls on the Committee on Constitutional Affairs, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

- recalling its Opinion of 22 January 2008 on the Treaty of Lisbon,

1. Welcomes the progress that has been made in recent years in developing collaboration 
between the European Parliament and national parliaments in the field of foreign affairs, 
security and defence;

2. Respects the central role of national parliaments in matters of national security;

3. Believes that the European Parliament has a major complementary function in 
influencing and holding to account the emerging CFSP and ESDP, a function which can 
only be enhanced by working in tandem with national parliaments;

4. Repeats its concern at the inadequate parliamentary accountability of the financing 
arrangements for CFSP and ESDP; urges better collaboration between the European and 
national parliaments to achieve democratic control of all aspects of such policies1;

5. Recognises that national parliaments have an important role to play in informing national 
debate about CFSP and ESDP; 

6. Notes that, the provisions of Article 10 of Protocol No. 1 to the Treaty of Lisbon, on the 
role of national parliaments envisage the organisation by COSAC of interparliamentary 
conferences to debate, in particular, matters of CFSP and ESDP;

7. Looks forward to shouldering its own increased budgetary and scrutiny responsibilities 
with respect to CFSP and ESDP once the Treaty of Lisbon enters into force, and in 
particular the holding to account of the Vice-President/High Representative; 

8. In the interest of coherence and efficiency, and to avoid duplication, calls for the winding 
up of the WEU Assembly once the WEU is fully and finally absorbed within the 
European Union on the entry into force of the Lisbon treaty;

9. Stresses the importance of an enhanced role for the European Parliament in the NATO 
Parliamentary Assembly;

10. Notes the increasing number of multilateral regional parliamentary forums such as the 
Joint Parliamentary Assembly ACP-EU, EMPA and EUROLAT, and calls for a 
comprehensive assessment of their added value;

11. Supports the current practice of holding biannual meetings of the presidents of the 
relevant committees of the national and European parliaments (COFACC);

                                               
1 Interinstitutional Agreement 2006/C 139/01 and Article 41(3) TEU as amended by the Treaty of Lisbon.
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12. Proposes the organisation of biannual conferences of the appropriate spokesmen of the 
parliamentary committees and political groups to debate together with their counterparts 
in the European Parliament topics of current and future concern in international affairs. 
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