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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Constitutional Affairs calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

A. whereas, following the outcome of the referendum in Ireland on 12 June, the European 
Council of 19-20 June 2008 recalled that the purpose of the Lisbon Treaty is to allow an 
enlarged Union to act more effectively and democratically, and it took note of the 
ongoing ratification process,

B. whereas the entire Lisbon treaty ratification process, and in particular the Irish 
referendum campaign, demonstrated that, in terms of communication policy, the EU still 
has much to achieve, all the more so in view of the upcoming European elections in 
2009,

C. whereas Parliament, in its resolution on first reflections on the 2009 Preliminary Draft 
Budget1, has expressed its concern "about the reductions proposed by the Commission 
for a number of budgetary lines under which communication activities are financed, 
particularly in the context of the tasks and new challenges in this area to be faced in 
2009, such as the European elections or the possible entry into force of the Lisbon 
Treaty",

1. Underlines the need for deeper involvement of civil society in the European debate and 
for developing a continuous and wide-ranging communication policy aimed at 
familiarising EU citizens with the EU policy-making and the programmes undertaken by 
the EU; stresses, however, that these activities require further financial support;

2. Notes that, although the overall Preliminary Draft Budget (PDB) for 2009 provides for
an increase in commitment appropriations of 3,1% compared to the 2008 budget, the 
amount under heading 3b (European citizenship) increases by only 1,0%; considers that 
such a small increase in this crucial policy area is regrettable and stresses, therefore, that 
the amounts must be substantially increased and optimally used;

3. Expresses its satisfaction that, in 2008, a new instrument for financing political 
foundations at EU level entered into force and that several European foundations have 
already been established; invites the Commission to strive to facilitate the foundations' 
activities in research and political education during their early stages;

4. Suggests increasing the funds available for European political parties in order to 
invigorate a pan-European political debate and to pave the way for a European media 
and political party-domain, especially in view of the European elections in June 2009;

5. Commits itself to the completion and adequate funding of its visitors' centre and web-
based TV channel, and to directing their activities in 2009 in a way that reinforces 
citizens' interest in EU affairs in general and European elections in particular;

                                               
1 A6-0262/2008, to be referenced after adoption in July.
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6. Recalls that communication programmes such as the PRINCE programme are essential 
for increasing citizens' awareness regarding the benefits of EU membership and for 
fostering closer cooperation between the Commission and the Member States; insists, 
therefore, that the funds to be allocated in 2009 take into account the supplementary 
challenges of an election year and of further institutional reform.
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