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SHORT JUSTIFICATION

The proposal for a Decision establishing a multiannual Community programme on protecting 
children using the Internet is aimed at creating a safer online environment for children by 
promoting self-regulatory initiatives and greater awareness in society. The programme "Safer 
Internet" for children and young people shall facilitate time management and effectiveness of 
family members in combating the negative effects of new technologies. The new programme 
will prioritise the following actions:
Ι. To reduce illegal content and tackle harmful conduct online: actions to provide the 
public with national contact points for reporting illegal content online and harmful conduct, 
focusing in particular on child sexual abuse material and grooming;
ΙΙ. To promote a safer online environment: fostering self-regulatory initiatives in this field. 
To stimulate the involvement of children and young people in creating a safer online 
environment, in particular through youth panels;
ΙΙΙ. To ensure public awareness: actions targeting children, their parents and teachers. 
Encourage a multiplier effect through exchange of best practices within the network of 
national awareness centres. Support contact points where parents and children can receive 
advice on how to stay safe online;
ΙV. To establish a knowledge base by bringing together researchers engaged in child safety 
online at European level. Establish a knowledge base on the use of new technologies by 
children, the effects these have on them, and related risks. Use this to improve the 
effectiveness of ongoing actions within the Safer Internet Programme.

Internet has direct consequences on citizen's daily lives. Therefore, it becomes extremely 
important to develop analyses, frameworks and arguments that ensure such technological 
change of our societies which contributes to the further promotion of equality between men 
and women, boys and girls. There is an urgent need to grasp what impact the new 
technologies, including Internet, may have on women’s rights, and to cast a critical eye on 
their potential long-term effects. The draft opinion emphasizes the importance of a gender 
sensitive approach to be implemented while developing and implementing various 
Programmes' actions. Girls and boys should be guaranteed the same opportunities and their
different needs have to be assessed and reflected in any action taken.

AMENDMENTS

The Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality calls on the Committee on Civil 
Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the 
following amendments in its report:
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Amendment 1

Proposal for a decision
Recital 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(1) Internet penetration and the use of 
communication technologies such as 
mobile phones is still growing considerably 
in the Community and offers great 
opportunities, such as participation, 
interactivity and creativity, to all citizens 
alike. Risks to children and abuse of the 
technologies continue to exist and, because 
of changing technologies and societal 
behaviours, new risks and abuses continue 
to emerge. In order to encourage 
exploitation of the opportunities and to 
take advantage of the positive benefits 
offered by the Internet and other online 
technologies, measures are also needed to 
promote their safer use.

(1) Internet penetration and the use of 
communication technologies such as 
mobile phones is still growing considerably 
in the Community and offers great 
opportunities, such as participation, 
interactivity and creativity, to all citizens 
alike. Risks to children and abuse of the 
technologies continue to exist and, because 
of changing technologies and societal 
behaviours, new risks and abuses as well 
as the promotion of stereotypes stirring up 
equality between men and women, boys 
and girls, continue to emerge. In order to 
encourage exploitation of the opportunities 
and to take advantage of the positive 
benefits offered by the Internet and other 
online technologies, measures are also 
needed to promote their safer use.

Or. en

Amendment 2

Proposal for a decision
Recital 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(4.) There will be a continued need for 
action both in the area of content 
potentially harmful to children and in the 
area of illegal content, particularly child 
abuse material. The same applies to 
children becoming victims of harmful and 
illegal conduct leading to physical and 
psychological harm and to children being 
enticed to imitate such conducts causing 
harm to themselves and others.

(4.) There will be a continued need for 
action both in the area of content 
potentially harmful to children,
particularly pornographic material and in 
the area of illegal content, particularly 
child abuse material. The same applies to 
children becoming victims of harmful and 
illegal conduct leading to physical and 
psychological harm and to children being 
enticed to imitate such conducts causing 
harm to themselves and others. To this 
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end, a special attention shall be given to 
the peer to peer system.

Or. en

Amendment 3

Proposal for a decision
Recital 6

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(6) Decision No 276/1999/EC of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
25 January 1999 adopting a Multiannual 
Community Action Plan on promoting 
safer use of the Internet and new online 
technologies by combating illegal and 
harmful content primarily in the area of the 
protection of children and minors33 (the 
Safer Internet Action Plan 1998-2004)34 

and Decision No 854/2005/EC of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
11 May 2005 establishing a multiannual 
Community Programme on promoting 
safer use of the Internet and new online 
technologies35 (the Safer Internet plus 
programme 2005 to 2008) have provided 
Community financing which has 
successfully encouraged a variety of 
initiatives and has given European added
value, as demonstrated by the programme 
evaluations submitted to the European 
Parliament, the Council and the Committee 
of the Regions.

(6) Decision No 276/1999/EC of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
25 January 1999 adopting a Multiannual 
Community Action Plan on promoting 
safer use of the Internet and new online 
technologies by combating illegal and 
harmful content primarily in the area of the 
protection of children and minors33 (the 
Safer Internet Action Plan 1998-2004)34 

and Decision No 854/2005/EC of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
11 May 2005 establishing a multiannual 
Community Programme on promoting 
safer use of the Internet and new online 
technologies35 (the Safer Internet plus 
programme 2005 to 2008) have provided 
Community financing which has 
successfully encouraged a variety of 
initiatives and has given European added 
value, as demonstrated by the programme 
evaluations submitted to the European 
Parliament, the Council and the Committee 
of the Regions. The programme "Safer 
Internet plus"(2005-2008) and "new 
Safer Programme"(2009-2013) shall 
facilitate the effectiveness of family 
members and their time management in 
combating the negative effects of new 
technologies.

Or. en
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Amendment 4

Proposal for a decision
Annex I   Action 2  paragraph 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

3. Stimulating the involvement of children 
and young people in creating a safer online 
environment. Actions will aim to involve 
children and young people with the aim of 
better understanding their views and 
experiences concerning the use of online 
technologies and on how to promote a safer 
online environment for children.

3. Stimulating the involvement of children 
and young people in creating a safer online 
environment. Actions will aim to involve 
children and young people, ensuring equal 
participation of girls and boys, women 
and men, with the aim of better 
understanding their views and experiences 
concerning the use of online technologies 
and on how to promote a safer online 
environment for children.

Or. en

Amendment 5

Proposal for a decision
Annex I  Action 4  paragraph 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4. Promoting investigation on online 
victimisation of children. Actions will aim 
to investigate technical, psychological and 
sociological issues related to the 
victimisation of children in the online 
environment, including bullying, 
grooming, issues relating to online child 
sexual abuse material and emerging forms 
of conduct that can put children at risk of 
harm.

4. Promoting investigation on online 
victimisation of children. Actions, 
incorporating a gender sensitive 
approach, will aim to investigate technical, 
psychological and sociological issues 
related to the victimisation of children in 
the online environment, including bullying, 
grooming, issues relating to online child 
sexual abuse material and emerging forms 
of conduct that can put children at risk of 
harm.

Or. en
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Amendment 6

Proposal for a decision
Annex I  Action 4  paragraph 5

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

5. Increasing knowledge of the effects of 
the use of current and emerging 
technologies on children and young people. 
Actions will aim to better understand the 
psychological, behavioural and 
sociological effects on children and young 
people using online technologies, ranging 
from the effect of exposure to harmful 
content and conduct to grooming and 
bullying and across different platforms, 
from computers and mobile phones to 
game consoles and other emerging 
technologies.

5. Increasing knowledge of the effects of 
the use of current and emerging 
technologies on children and young people. 
Actions, incorporating a gender sensitive 
approach, will aim to better understand the 
psychological, behavioural and 
sociological effects on children and young 
people using online technologies, ranging 
from the effect of exposure to harmful 
content and conduct to grooming and 
bullying and across different platforms, 
from computers and mobile phones to 
game consoles and other emerging 
technologies.

Or. en
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