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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety calls on the Committee 
on Industry, Research and Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Underlines that the aim of European climate policies should be the worldwide reduction of 
greenhouse gas emissions;

2. Considers that although carbon capture and storage (CCS) is an end-of-pipe technology, it 
can form part of European climate policies; stresses, however, that it should not lead to a
decrease in energy efficiency measures and renewable energy investments;

3. Underlines that currently the cost to capture and store one tonne of CO2 ranges from EUR 
20 to 120, and that studies are therefore needed to compare the cost efficiency of different 
greenhouse gas emission reduction measures, including the increase in energy efficiency, 
and measures in sectors other than energy (e.g. agriculture);

4. Stresses that binding, strict criteria should be set for the long term safety of storage sites;

5. Considers that storage under the seabed can, in case of accident, endanger the marine 
ecosystems;

6. Underlines that the widespread use of CCS, without sufficient experience, shifts our 
responsibilities onto future generations;

7. Considers that, due to its high technical and financial costs, CCS will contribute to an
energy structure with a few very large power plants, although small decentralised plants 
with cogeneration are better suited to reaching a 20 per cent growth in energy efficiency in 
Europe;

8. Considers that CCS reduces the efficiency of power plants, and will result in increasing 
coal use world wide;

9. Underlines that increasing coal use will lead to further air pollution, including sulphur
dioxide (SO2), nitrogen oxides (NOx), carbon monoxide (CO), dust and mercury 
emissions;

10. Points out that there is no existing Best Available Technique (BAT) Reference Document 
(BREF) on CCS, under the Integrated Pollution Prevention and Control (IPPC) Directive;
stresses, therefore, that before 2015  a horizontal BREF will need to be presented on CCS;

11. Proposes that CCS research should be paid for by the power sector and other users, and 
that public funds should be used only for research to determine the necessary safety, 
environmental and monitoring requirements;

12. Considers that the use of CCS should be a result of competition, and that CCS should not 
be subsidised; believes that CCS installations should be financed by the power sector 
whenever it is the most feasible solution to reduce CO2 emissions.
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