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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality calls on the Committee on 
Development, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its 
motion for a resolution:

1. Recalls that peace is not only the absence of war, and that there is no peace without 
justice; also recalls that full ownership of a peace process can be achieved only if women 
are equally involved; points out that the end of hostilities does not necessarily result in 
security for women and reiterates that women are active subjects of change and have 
demonstrated this on several occasions, including through the launch of peace initiatives;

2. Calls for the development of a European Action Plan on the implementation of the United 
Nations Security Council Resolution (UNSCR) 1325 and asks the European Commission 
to urge partner countries to develop National Action Plans; suggests a review of EU 
guidelines on the defence of human rights in order to ensure full compliance with UNSCR 
1325; 

3. Welcomes the adoption of UNSC resolution 1820, in particular its recognition that sexual 
violence is a threat to international peace and security;

4. Stresses that all EU missions (mediation and negotiation teams, and police and peace-
keeping forces etc) should include gender advisers, gender mainstreaming training and at 
least 40% of women at all levels, including at the most senior levels;

5. Points out the need to mainstream a gender perspective into peace research, conflict 
prevention and resolution, peacekeeping operations, post-conflict rehabilitation and 
reconstruction, financial instruments, Country/Regional Strategy Papers and in the 
planning of all external interventions;

6. Calls on the European Institute for Gender Equality to carry out research on gender 
mainstreaming in EU external missions;

7. Considers it necessary for all EC delegations in third countries to include a gender focal 
point with an adequate mandate, skills and resources;

8. Strongly emphasises the need to consult and support local women's organisations and 
international networks of women for peace; recommends the provision of political and 
financial support, training, capacity-building and technical assistance, including on peace 
negotiations and on non-violent conflict resolution;

9. Stresses the importance of adopting a gender perspective when negotiating and 
implementing peace agreements, so as to promote the constitutional protection of women's 
rights;

10. Considers it crucial to end impunity of gender-based crimes of violence and to exclude 
these crimes, where feasible, from amnesty provisions;
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11. Points out that Disarmament, Demobilisation and Reintegration (DDR) programmes 
should include specific provisions for female ex-combatants;

12. Asks the EU, when supporting post-conflict Security Sector Reform (SSR), to include a 
gender perspective by providing gender training and expertise on constitution, elections, 
police and judiciary;

13. Stresses that, when elections in a post-conflict country are held, the participation of 
women should be supported through specific programmes and with quotas at all levels;

14. Considers it crucial to involve women in economic activities in post-conflict societies in 
order to support their socio-economic empowerment, and stresses the positive role played 
by micro-credit;

15. Emphasises the need for women who have suffered from sexual violence to be granted 
full access to sexual and reproductive health services and to sensitisation programmes 
which will support those women in tackling the stigmas they face;

16. Recommends the enforcement of the code of conduct for UN personnel serving in post-
conflict zones and calls for zero-tolerance of sexual violence committed by peacekeepers 
or NGO staff;

17. Considers it necessary to take into account the gender dimension when dealing with 
refugees and internally displaced persons, including in the design of refugee camps.
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