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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Constitutional Affairs calls on the Committee on Foreign Affairs as the 
committee responsible to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Calls for the experience gained in connection with the Barcelona Process to be used in 
order to inject new energy and vitality into relations between the European Union and its 
Mediterranean partners, without disrupting those relations;

2. Stresses the importance of maintaining coherent institutions and avoiding any duplication
thereof, and stresses that the Barcelona Process: Union for the Mediterranean should be 
included within the Union’s institutional framework; considers that setting up an 
autonomous institutional structure could only damage the effectiveness of the process;

3. Supports the principle of co-presidency and, on the assumption that the Treaty of Lisbon 
will enter into force, considers that it should be consistent with the resulting institutional 
framework;

4. Stresses the need for the Euro-Mediterranean Parliamentary Assembly (EMPA) to be 
given an enhanced role in the process and supports the EMPA Bureau, which in a
statement issued on 12 July 2008 called for that Assembly - as a legitimate parliamentary 
body - to become an integral part of the Barcelona Process: Union for the Mediterranean;

5. Supports the demands made by the President of the European Parliament, who called in 
his speech to the Summit meeting in Paris on 13 July 2008 for the EMPA to be given the 
right to make proposals, to exercise democratic control and to monitor and regularly 
assess the progress of projects;

6. Calls for the EMPA to be closely involved in preparations for the biannual summit 
meetings of Heads of State and the annual meetings of the Foreign Ministers of the 
countries which are members of the Barcelona Process: Union for the Mediterranean;

7. Considers it essential for the EMPA to be strengthened as the parliamentary dimension of 
the Barcelona Process: Union for the Mediterranean; considers
- that the EMPA should meet at least twice a year;
- that all members of the EMPA should be able to set up groups drawn up in accordance 

with political allegiances (in addition to the current division into parliaments of 
Mediterranean partners-European Parliament-parliaments of the Member States), 
which will lead to improved integration and effectiveness;

- that the EMPA should have more precise operational rules and a strengthened 
permanent secretariat;

- that it should be mandatory for the EMPA to be consulted for its opinion on the main 
points and projects relating to the Barcelona Process: Union for the Mediterranean;

- that the Council and Commission should be associated with, and present at, the work 
of the EMPA;

8. Considers that the secretariat of the Barcelona Process: Union for the Mediterranean 
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should be integrated into the departments of the Commission and that its seat must be 
selected by reference to the Barcelona Process acquis, to criteria based on operational 
effectiveness and to the host country’s compliance with democratic values and financial 
capacity;

9. Considers that the secretariat of the Barcelona Process: Union for the Mediterranean must 
be tasked to draw up and manage projects as well as to coordinate the process;

10. Calls for the drawing up of an institutional framework for the Barcelona Process: Union 
for the Mediterranean to be the subject of extensive consultation and far-reaching 
discussion involving all the stake-holders involved in the process, in order to ensure that it 
is based on broad consensus and takes all sensitivities into account.
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