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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection calls on the Committee on 
Industry, Research and Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

A. whereas small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) account for more than 99% of EU 
enterprises and are important for fulfilling the objectives of the Lisbon Strategy as regards
growth and jobs and for the competitiveness and robustness of the economy due to their 
diversity and ability to rapidly adapt to market conditions,

1. Welcomes the Small Business Act (SBA) as a framework for a comprehensive political 
approach towards SMEs; calls however for further measures to ensure that they can 
benefit fully from the opportunities offered by the Single Market;

2. Underlines the importance of simplifying standards, reducing administrative burdens and 
better regulation, as well as simplifying procedures relating to business transfers, to avoid 
businesses closing when entrepreneurs retire;

3. Takes the view that it is essential to provide optimum access to start-up and spin-off 
financing for SMEs;

4. Underlines that improved information on market access and export opportunities within 
the Single Market is essential at both national and EU levels; calls therefore on Member 
States and the Commission to strengthen information and advisory services, in particular 
the SOLVIT problem-solving network;

5. Encourages the stimulation of an entrepreneurial culture through education and training
and particularly through, inter alia, greater collaboration between research and industry; 
takes the view that initiatives in this respect should also focus on the importance of SMEs 
in enhancing social cohesion, efficiency and environmental protection (eco-innovations); 
calls on the Commission to present an action plan on how to promote women's 
entrepreneurship;

6. Recalls that the SBA is not legally binding and therefore emphasises the need for a strong 
political commitment; calls on the Commission to publish a report by 31 December 2012 
with observations for Member States and to make accompanying proposals, where 
appropriate.
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