
PA\748043EN.doc PE414.349v01-00

EN EN

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
2004 










 2009

Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality

2008/2231(INI)

22.10.2008

DRAFT OPINION
of the Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality

for the Committee on Foreign Affairs

on relations between the European Union and Mediterranean countries
(2008/2231(INI))

Rapporteur: Ilda Figueiredo



PE414.349v01-00 2/3 PA\748043EN.doc

EN

PA_NonLeg



PA\748043EN.doc 3/3 PE414.349v01-00

EN

SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality calls on the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion 
for a resolution:

1. Urges the Member States and all the Mediterranean partners involved in the Barcelona 
Process to give more consideration to the situation of women and equal opportunities for 
men and women, and stresses the importance of incorporating the gender perspective into 
all policies and practical measures promoting equality between men and women;

2. Regrets that no special consideration has been given to the situation of women in the 
Commission communication entitled 'Barcelona Process: Union for the Mediterranean' 
and stresses that the 'projects' dimension should include the promotion of cohesion and 
always take into account the issue of equal opportunities for men and women and the 
gender perspective;

3. Expresses its concern about the situation of poverty and social exclusion, which seriously 
affects women and children, and warns against the impact of policies which do not take 
due account of the need to promote equal rights and opportunities for men and women, 
with due respect for the dignity of women;

4. Calls on all participants in the Barcelona Process to give special consideration to the 
establishment and public funding of projects to improve women's living conditions, 
particularly in the fields of sexual and reproductive health and education, the creation of 
quality jobs with rights specifically geared to women and the construction of facilities to 
provide support for children and older people which foster women's inclusion in society;

5. Urges the Member States and partners in the Barcelona Process to promote positive 
measures in the field of equal opportunities and the fight to prevent discrimination against 
women in all areas, with special reference to employment, family life and education, with 
the aim of combating violence against women and trafficking in human beings, and 
ensuring respect for and the promotion of the role of women in society.
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