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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection calls on the Committee on 
International Trade, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in 
its motion for a resolution:

A. whereas 99% of European enterprises are small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), but 
only 8% of these export goods outside their national borders and 3% outside the European 
Union,

B. whereas internationalised companies have demonstrated a better capacity to innovate; 
whereas internationalisation and innovation are key drivers of competitiveness and growth, 
which are crucial for the achievement of the Lisbon Strategy goals as regards growth and 
jobs,

1. Considers that Single Market policies should focus on improving the situation of European 
SMEs by creating an SME-friendly business environment and by ensuring that SMEs can 
benefit fully from the opportunities offered by the Single Market; considers further that,
where relevant, these policies should also enhance the international role of SMEs;

2. Calls on the Commission to consider how the internal market can further help European 
businesses to compete internationally;

3. Considers that Member States should increase governmental support programs for the 
internationalisation of SMEs such as the promotion of export opportunities and assistance 
to SMEs in identifying foreign business partners;

4. Calls on the Commission to strengthen information on export opportunities in the EU and 
third-country markets and advisory services available to European SMEs at national and 
Community level, with a focus on export opportunities for new technology and niche and 
lead market products and services; 

5. Considers that the Commission should further intensify cooperation and regulatory 
dialogue with authorities from relevant third-country markets in order to achieve 
convergence on regulatory principles such as intellectual property law and public 
procurement law, taking into account the specific needs of European SMEs;

6. Calls on the Commission to publish a report on European SME participation in 
international trade and to make accompanying proposals, where appropriate.


