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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality calls on the Committee on 
Economic and Monetary Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

A. whereas self-employment through micro and small businesses gives women the 
opportunity to improve their status in economic terms and the possibility to combine 
professional and family life,

B. whereas insufficient supply of micro-loans is a major obstacle for women starting their 
own business,

C. whereas the provision of micro-credits is an important tool to improve the status of 
women, giving women a start-up possibility, encouraging female entrepreneurship, access 
to the market, helping them to become economically independent and is therefore not only 
an issue of entrepreneurship and economic growth but also of social inclusion and a 
measure against poverty,

1. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to consider women as a target group and 
to give women a specific and appropriate position in the programmes and initiatives 
related to micro-credits, for example in JASMINE;

2. Calls on the Member States to provide helpdesks with particular emphasis on promoting
female entrepreneurship; underlines that advisory assistance programmes enhance self-
employment as an alternative to being unemployed or being a wage-earner;

3. Calls on the Commission to raise awareness of the potentials of micro-credits through
publicity and awareness-raising programmes targeted, among others, at young women, 
ethnic minorities and particularly underlining the importance of programmes at schools;

4. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to standardise the statistical presentation 
of micro-credits, including the breakdown of data by gender and age;

5. Calls for programmes offering guarantees in cases when the collateral provided by the 
borrower is not considered sufficient.
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