
PA\748480EN.doc PE414.934v01-00

EN EN

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
2004 










 2009

Committee on Regional Development

2008/2242(INI)

17.10.2008

DRAFT OPINION
of the Committee on Regional Development

for the Committee on Budgetary Control

on Protection of the Communities' financial interests - Fight against fraud -
Annual report 2007
(2008/2242(INI))

Rapporteur: Bart Staes

Adlib Express Watermark



PE414.934v01-00 2/4 PA\748480EN.doc

EN

PA_NonLeg

Adlib Express Watermark



PA\748480EN.doc 3/4 PE414.934v01-00

EN

SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Budgetary Control, as 
the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Notes that the Member States reported 3 832 irregularities in 2007 (which is an increase 
by 19,2% in relation to 2006), that the total financial amount affected in 2007 was about 
EUR 828 million, that suspected frauds as a percentage of the total number of reported 
irregularities represent around 12-15% in 2007 and that the total irregular amount for the 
European Regional Devlopment Fund has risen by 48% in comparison to 2006; stresses 
once again that Member States should ensure the adequacy of their financial control 
mechanisms and emphasises the importance of preventive action by the Member States in 
order to increase the detection of irregularities before any payment is effectively made to 
the beneficiaries.

2. Notes that the Commission has published a series of reports assessing the progress in 
Bulgaria and Romania of judicial reform and the fight against corruption under the Co-
operation and Verification mechanisms and a separate report on the management of EU 
funds in Bulgaria, which highlight the need for sustained political commitment and 
implementation on the ground if the benchmarks set at the time of accession are to be met 
in full; notes also that specifically in the case of Bulgaria the Commission has 
provisionally suspended EU funding because of irregularities found through its control 
and auditing system; therefore calls upon these Member States to take urgent action to 
implement the concrete follow up measures put forward in these reports.

3. Regrets that in almost 18% of the cases there are reporting delays that exceed two years 
and stresses the importance of closing the gap between detection and reporting of 
irregularities and suspected frauds in order to allow the Commission to analyse correctly 
and in the right moment in time the changing trends and patterns related to irregularities 
and frauds.

4. Urges the eight Member States (Estonia, France, Germany, Ireland, Luxembourg, Latvia, 
Spain and Sweden) who still do not use the electronic modules AFIS/ECR for electronic 
reporting to do so quickly in order to improve their data quality and timeliness of 
reporting before the end of 2009.

5. Stresses that the classification of the irregularity (indicating whether or not it is a case of 
suspected fraud) is an element of the reporting by the Member States that needs to be 
strengthened, given the fact that four Member States (France, Ireland, Luxembourg and 
Spain) have still not provided any qualification at all and three other Member States 
(Denmark, Germany and Sweden) could provide the classification only for a limited part 
of their reported irregularities.

6. Regrets that notwithstanding all direct beneficiaries of EU cohesion policy have to be 
published by the Managing Authorities under the rules governing the implementation of 
the Funds 2007-2013 (Commission Regulation (EC) No 1828/2006), the database on the 
Commission website is incomplete; urges therefore the Member States and the 
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Commission to comply fully and timely with this transparency obligation before June 
2009, the deadline set by Parliament's resolution.

7. Endorses the Commission's position that, where irregularities are detected, corrective 
action, including the suspension of payments and the recovery of undue or erroneous 
payments, will be taken, and that it will report to Parliament at least twice a year on the 
measures it takes in this respect.
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