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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and 
Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion 
for a resolution:

1. Highlights that several sectors can have an impact on energy efficiency; stresses that only 
through a global and coordinated approach between EU and national policies (such as in 
the fields of cohesion, agriculture, transport, environment and so on) can a visionary, 
long-term strategy ensuring consistency between projects and producing the best results
be outlined;

2. Stresses the relationship between energy and territorial cohesion, as pointed out by the 
Green Paper on territorial cohesion, in terms of both the positive contribution of energy 
efficiency measures to sustainable development and the possible long-term solutions for 
isolated regions; calls on the Commission to take the utmost account of these areas, 
especially mountainous regions and the outermost regions, and to present urgently 
concrete measures suited to their specific characteristics and constraints aiming at 
ensuring greater energy efficiency; 

3. Observes that in most Member States the funding allocated to energy-related projects is 
still insufficient; encourages Member States and regions to make greater use of Structural 
funds for this purpose and to organise thematic calls for proposals on energy-related 
priorities; 

4. Encourages in particular Member States and the regions to use Structural funds to set up 
on their territories thematic networks in the framework of the Concerted Action provided 
for by the 2008 Intelligent Energy Europe Work Programme in order to be informed 
about practices of other EU regions as regards the efficient use of energy and to exchange 
know-how and experience in this domain;

5. Asks the Commission to envisage, for the next programming period of the Structural 
Funds, priority criteria setting energy-efficiency objectives or introducing concrete 
measures and technologies for saving energy, including through the use of partnerships, 
in projects such as renovating buildings, modernising installations for urban heating and 
producing heating and electricity;

6. Stresses the strategic role of EU public authorities, in particular at regional and local 
level, in ensuring the necessary institutional support for energy-efficiency initiatives; 
recommends the launch of capillary information campaigns, for example through the use 
of easily understandable energy efficiency labels, and of energy-related pilot initiatives 
and training on the territories of those regional and local authorities aiming at raising 
citizens' awareness and changing behaviour;

7. Considers that public authorities at all levels should be the first to set an example through 
the use of energy-efficient equipment on their premises, the inclusion of sustainability
criteria in their procurement procedures and the promotion of energy-saving practices in
their daily activities.
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