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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Constitutional Affairs calls on the Committee on Culture and Education, 
as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Welcomes the Commission communication on building on the experience of Plan D, 
which stresses the importance of interactive communication with the citizens of Europe;

2. Notes with satisfaction that the Commission has taken into account many of the ideas that 
Parliament has previously put forward, such as citizens' forums on both a European and 
national level, a more prominent role for civil society organisations and innovative use of 
new media; 

3. Regrets the fact that, in spite of the Commission's efforts and good ideas, the success 
achieved in increasing the European citizens' level of knowledge and interest in European 
issues has been very limited, something which was, regrettably, evidenced by the Irish 
referendum;

4. Shares the Commission's view that participatory democracy can usefully supplement 
representative democracy; stresses, however, that participatory democracy means not only 
listening to the citizens, but giving them real opportunities to influence European policy;

5. Recalls the new opportunities for participatory democracy that the Treaty of Lisbon would 
provide, especially the citizens' initiative;

6. Welcomes the fact that the Commission supports the role of Parliament and the European 
political parties, and recognises the need to bridge the gap between national and European 
politics, especially during the European election campaigns;

7. Stresses the need for coordinated efforts and joint action by all EU institutions and 
Member States to communicate with the citizens of Europe on European issues; welcomes 
the joint political declaration on communication adopted in October; recalls, however, that 
Parliament has asked for an Interinstitutional agreement on communication policy 
between all the institutions.
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