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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Foreign Affairs, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the inclusion of cross-border cooperation within the scope of the ENPI 
Regulation as a strategic tool for developing common projects and strengthening relations 
between ENP countries and Member States; insists, however, on the need for specific 
instruments to ensure regular, punctual monitoring of the management and 
implementation of joint operational programmes on both sides of EU borders;

2. Calls on the Commission to prepare a detailed overview of all joint operational 
programmes approved for the period 2007-2013, together with an assessment of the 
degree to which the principles of transparency, efficiency and partnership in the 
implementation of projects have been respected; encourages the Commission to prepare
an inventory of the most frequent problems faced by the managing authorities both in the 
EU border regions and in the ENP countries, in order to identify more appropriate 
responses to them for the next programming period;

3. Laments the limited application of the subsidiarity principle indicated in the first reports 
on programme implementation; calls, therefore, on the Commission, to promote greater 
involvement on the part of regional and local bodies, under a more decentralised 
approach both in programme management and in project implementation;

4. Regrets the lack of coordination between ENPI and ERDF funding that has been 
ascertained and calls for more rigorous implementation of the existing instruments in 
order to harmonise rules, simplify procedures and avoid overlapping; awaits, in this 
context, information from the Commission about the controls put in place in order to 
avoid double funding;

5. Encourages the Commission to facilitate the exchange of experiences of and best 
practices in cross-border cooperation between ENP programmes and projects and action 
taken under the 'European Territorial cooperation' objective; believes, in particular, that 
training and twinning initiatives for civil service officials should be fostered; suggests, in 
this context, periodical analyses of the improvements made in terms of capacity and 
institutional building on both sides of EU borders;

6. Believes that the sums allocated to cross-border cooperation are insufficient, as they 
represent only 5% of the total ENPI budget, given both the political added value of these 
programmes as instruments of regional stability and the concrete improvements they can 
achieve in terms of administrative capacity building, the transparency of procedures and 
the involvement of civil society in decision-making; invites the Commission to consider 
the possibility of increasing funding limits, when calculating the provisions for the next 
programming period;

7. Considers, in order to fulfil the objectives of the main programming documents afferent to 
the ENP, that ENPI should focus upon a balanced strategy between the East and South, 
with specific approaches for both areas, thus, helping certain regions to approach 
innovative development concepts with common finalities.
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