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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Culture and Education, 
as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Considers the regions to be the most appropriate centres for promoting the European ideal 
and local and regional authorities to be the most competent bodies for promoting dialogue 
with citizens since they observe their daily lives at close range; expresses its satisfaction 
in that regard that the EU has taken measures to decentralise communication policy;

2. Stresses that the EU's cohesion policy is a mainstay of European integration and social 
solidarity; considers, therefore, that citizens should be made aware of the endeavours and 
successes of that Community policy, highlighting the contribution of the EU;

3. Supports the efforts of the Committee of the Regions to strengthen consultation at regional 
level and to include regional networks and key local and regional players in that process in 
order to encourage debate at grass-roots level;

4. Proposes the creation of a two-way communication system between top and bottom with 
frequent, small-scale campaigns of a local and regional nature by the EU, with the 
assistance of the regional media and the active participation of civil society, NGOs, 
chambers of commerce, trade union and professional organisations;

5. Stresses the need, in the context of the forthcoming European elections, for information at 
local and regional level for young citizens, particularly first-time voters; in a more general 
context, stresses the importance of the involvement of MEPs in the consultation process 
with citizens in their regions, given that they are the voice of the public in the EU;

6. Stresses the particular importance of creating cohesive communication links with targeted 
content both between the EU and the regions with particular characteristics and between 
the EU and particular social groups;

7. Endorses the idea of creating a European Open University (EOU), provided that it has 
strong ties with the regions of the Member States, with the aim of facilitating information,
communication, interactivity and links between young people across the regions.
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