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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Transport and Tourism, 
as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a 
resolution:

1. believes that the concept of infrastructure service introduced by the Green Paper on TEN-
T is of strategic importance to increasing competitiveness and employment in the EU in 
line with the Lisbon Agenda and the European Employment Strategy; calls on the 
Commission to focus on the promotion of high quality services and more efficient use of 
existing infrastructure;

2. emphasises that Structural Funds, in particular the Cohesion Fund, could contribute to 
TEN-T objectives more efficiently if priorities were more focussed and funding 
concentrated on bottlenecks and cross-border sections of projects as well as on new 
challenges affecting transport, namely climate change and energy supply;

3. is of the opinion that Member States should commit themselves to long-term network 
planning and infrastructure development programming, ensuring faster and more certain 
delivery of projects that enables better involvement of the private sector;

4. points out that the simplification of procedures and introduction of financial guarantees to 
reduce entrepreneurial risk, especially for SMEs, are essential in order to attract private 
capital and set up sound public-private partnerships, which are essential to project 
implementation;

5. reminds Member States that the territorial cohesion of the EU strictly depends on the 
ability to ensure good interconnection among regions; urges them to speed up progress on 
cross-border sections of existing projects and to provide the necessary national funding; 

6. emphasises that peripheral regions are strongly penalised by their limited access to TEN-T 
corridors; recommends that Member States improve local interconnections in order to 
minimise the costs associated with a peripheral situation;

7. is of the opinion that a real bottom-up approach fully involving regional and local 
authorities, stakeholders of civil society and local populations in the decision-making 
process, is a prerequisite to ensuring fast implementation of TEN-T projects and their 
durability in the long term;

8. considers that information on the use of TEN-T funding and on the benefits deriving from 
it is often not visible enough to citizens; therefore calls on the Commission and the 
Member States to develop actions increasing transparency as regards the allocation of 
these funds and on the results achieved.
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