
PA\761640EN.doc PE418.183v01-00

EN EN

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
2004 










 2009

Committee on Regional Development

2008/2334(INI)

13.1.2009

DRAFT OPINION
of the Committee on Regional Development

for the Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs

on A European Economic Recovery Plan
(2008/2334(INI))

Draftsman: Evgeni Kirilov



PE418.183v01-00 2/3 PA\761640EN.doc

EN

PA_NonLeg



PA\761640EN.doc 3/3 PE418.183v01-00

EN

SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Economic and 
Monetary Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in 
its motion for a resolution:

1. Strongly welcomes the adoption of the European Economic Recovery Plan outlining 
coordinated action by Member States and the Commission to tackle the economic crisis. 
The Plan is based on the principle of solidarity and social justice and is in line with the 
Lisbon Strategy. Its proposed measures will contribute to deeper and long-term structural 
reforms.

2. Stresses the fact that the Structural Funds are powerful tools, designed to help regions in 
their economic and social restructuring and thus to implement the actions under the Plan's 
four priority areas in order to boost the economy, and endorses their use, rather than 
precipitating the invention of new economic tools; notes that these actions complement 
those undertaken at the national level.

3. Supports the proposed changes to the implementation rules aiming to increase the 
flexibility of the Structural Funds and to adapt them to meet the needs of the extraordinary 
economic circumstances. Nevertheless, encourages the Commission to look at the 
possibility of simplifying the existing instruments.

4. Considers that measures, such as acceleration of payments, the use of lump sum payments 
and flat rates will stimulate the implementation of projects especially in infrastructure and 
the energy and environmental sectors.

5. Underlines the importance of employment and business support measures for a successful 
economic recovery; calls on Member States to make wide use of Structural Funds to 
promote job creation, small to medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and entrepreneurship.

6. Encourages Member States to make more frequent use of the possibilities made available 
by the European Investment Bank and in particular the financial instruments JESSICA 
and JEREMIE. Underlines the importance of JASPERS for project preparation.

7. Encourages the Commission to increase technical assistance to Member States in order to 
improve the projects' quality and efficiency of project implementation.

8. Calls on the Commission to monitor the effects of the changes in the implementation of 
the Structural Funds, and to take its observations into account in the mid-term review of 
the Community strategic guidelines on cohesion.
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