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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety calls on the Committee 
on Employment and Social Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

A. whereas the number of European citizens affected by poverty, insecurity and declining 
living conditions is increasing all the time,

B. whereas the population of Europe is ageing and the number of people affected by serious 
illness is rising,

C. whereas poor social and environmental conditions have an impact on the emergence and 
gravity of some diseases,

D. whereas the large-scale financial crisis and the serious economic and social crisis add to 
the crisis affecting the environment and the climate,

1. Welcomes presentation of the Renewed Social Agenda and the European Union’s 
recognition of the imbalances in the present agenda;

2. Shares the Commission’s determination to extend the Social Agenda to include new areas; 
deplores the fact that the environment is being considered only from the point of view of 
climate change;

3. Again draws attention to the need to incorporate the Lisbon strategy and the strategy of 
sustainable development; regrets the lack of Union commitment, particularly in its 
recovery plan, to the ‘greening’ of the European economy;

4. Regrets the mismatch between the aim of living longer and in better health, and the 
measures proposed; draws attention to the responsibility of Member States for organising 
and funding social protection schemes, and to the right to health services within easy 
reach; deplores the lack of reference to action plans and programmes for the Union’s 
environment or public health;

5. Underlines the importance of general-interest social services to fulfilling the Union’s 
social objectives and the need for the rules of the internal market to facilitate their tasks; 
draws attention to the role of the social economy and its contribution to creating 
numerous, sustainable and good-quality jobs.
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