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MOTION FOR A EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT RESOLUTION 

on Stimulating Technologies for Sustainable Development: An Environmental 
Technologies Action Plan for the European Union (2004/2131(INI)) 
 

The European Parliament, 

- having regard to the communication from the Commission to the Council and the European 
Parliament on Stimulating Technologies for Sustainable Development: An Environmental 
Technologies Action Plan for the European Union (COM(2004)0038), 

- having regard to the Strategy for Sustainable Development (Gothenburg European Council 
Conclusions 15-16 June 2001), 

 
- having regard to the Lisbon Strategy (Barcelona European Council Conclusions 15-16 March 

2002), 
 
- having regard to the conclusions on Clean, Clever, Competitive: The opportunities of eco-

efficient innovations within the Lisbon process (Environment Council conclusions 14 
October 2004), 

 
- having regard to The Sixth Community Environmental Action Programme1, 
 
- having regard to The fifth2 and sixth3 framework programmes of the European Community 

for research, technological development and demonstration activities, 
 
- having regard to its resolution of 21 April 2004 on the communication from the Commission 

to the Council and the European Parliament on Integrated Product Policy – Building on 
Environmental Life-Cycle Thinking4, 

 
- having regard to Council Directive 2003/96/EC of 27 October 2003 restructuring the 

Community framework for the taxation of energy products and electricity5, 
 
- having regard to the Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European 

Parliament on the share of renewable energy in the EU (COM(2004)0366), 
 
- having regard to the Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European 

Parliament on Building our common Future - Policy challenges and Budgetary means of the 
Enlarged Union 2007-2013 (COM(2004)0101), 

 

                                                 
1 OJ L 242, 10.9.2002, p. 1. 
2 OJ L 26, 1.2.1999, p. 1. 
3 OJ L 232, 29.8.2002, p. 1. 
4 Texts adopted, P5_TA(2004)0349. 
5 OJ L 283, 31.10.2003, p. 51. 
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- having regard to the Communication from the Commission to the Council, the European 
Parliament and the European Economic and Social Committee on Integration of 
Environmental Aspects into European Standardisation (COM(2004)0130), 

 
- having regard to the Commission working document - A handbook on environmental public 

procurement (SEC(2004)1050), 
 
- having regard to Rule 45 of its Rules of Procedure, 

- having regard to the report of the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food 
Safety and the opinion of the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy (A6-0000/2004), 

A. whereas sustainable development - development that meets the needs of the present without 
compromising those of future generations - is a clear objective of the European Union, 

B. whereas in order to ensure sustainable development, the Lisbon strategy - to make the 
European Union the most competitive and dynamic knowledge-based economy in the world, 
capable of sustainable economic growth with more and better jobs and greater social 
cohesion - needs goals for economic, social and environmental policies, which are mutually 
consistent as well as capable of delivering enhanced economic growth, 

C. whereas it is of vital importance in this context to reinforce and exploit the positive synergies 
between environment protection and competitiveness and to decouple economic growth from 
environmental degradation; environmental technologies (all technologies whose use is less 
environmentally harmful than relevant alternatives) are an important means of achieving this, 

D. whereas only sufficient demand for environmental technologies will speed up the process of 
getting innovations to the market (from research, product development, production, launch to 
market introduction), 

E. whereas the European Union must have an environmental policy which is ambitious enough 
to create demand for environmental technologies, with clear and ambitious targets, agreed 
indicators for measuring the environmental burden, internalisation of environmental 
(external) costs and rewards to leaders rather than the laggards, 

F. whereas a multitude of tools should be used in order to help develop the market for these 
technologies, such as technology platforms, performance-based green public procurement, 
fiscal incentives, reduction of subsidies with negative effects on the environment, technology 
testing, verification and standardisation etc., 

G. whereas financial support is of importance not only for research and development, but also 
for developing a product for the market, thus efforts to find solutions with regard to risk 
capital have to be increased, 

H. whereas policies within the European Union have to be coherent and work towards the same 
goals; technological solutions for promoting sustainability therefore have to be reflected in 
the preparation of the budget and in the design of the Seventh Framework Programme for 
Research; structural funds and the cohesion fund have to be used in a way that supports the 
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development of environmental technologies,  

I. whereas sustainable development requires global solutions and the European Union therefore 
has to ensure that there is consistency between internal policies and external policies, not 
only in the context of bilateral cooperation and export credits, but also in relation to 
developments with regard to the United Nations, WTO, OECD and the World Bank, 

Boosting Demand for Environmental Technologies 

1. Welcomes the Communication as a useful basis for discussion and development of more 
concrete proposals on how to boost environmental technologies, but would like to see more 
emphasis on the development of the demand for such technologies; calls for a less 
fragmented approach with regard to environmental policy and sustainable development in 
general and with regard to this Action Plan specifically; 

2. Stresses the importance of legislation as a means to increase the demand for environmental 
technologies, which should as far as possible be long term, ambitious and predictable but 
also allow for technological progress to be taken into account;  

3. Calls on the Commission to set an ambitious target with regard to the global market share for 
environmental technology, which should not be lower than 50 % within ten years; 

4. Welcomes the idea of agreeing on ambitious performance targets for industry, especially in 
the priority areas identified in the Sixth Environmental Action Programme, which will enable 
European industry to increase its competitiveness, create more jobs and at the same time 
increase the demand for environmental technologies; reminds the actors involved of the need 
to base the targets on the life-cycle approach and to keep the IPP framework in mind; 

5. Calls on the Commission to help develop methods and indicators for measuring the burden 
on the environment of different products, services and processes and a way to present the 
results in a clear way to all stakeholders, including consumers, in order to enable all actors to 
make informed decisions; 

6. Notes that the process of internalising external (environmental) costs is very slow and points 
to the fact that finding solutions to this problem at Community level (taxes, tax breaks, 
subsidies, tradable permits, user and polluter charges, etc.) would greatly improve the 
demand for environmental technologies; 

7. Welcomes Council Directive 2003/96/EC restructuring the Community framework for the 
taxation of energy products and electricity, which is a small step in the right direction, but 
emphasises the need to do more in this area; urges the Commission, the Council and the 
Member States to be progressive when proposing and adopting new initiatives to reinforce 
the renewable energy sector, also with regard to transport; 

8. Welcomes the work done by the Commission with regard to creating a handbook on 
environmental public procurement and is looking forward to an assessment of its impact in 
order to see if more binding rules would be useful; 
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Creating a Fair and Competitive Market for Environmental Technologies 

9. Stresses the necessity of removing the barriers which slow down the development and wider 
use of environmental technologies and requests the Commission to come back with a 
concrete plan of action which includes a schedule on how to overcome these barriers; 

10. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to make it a priority to speed up the reform 
process with regard to subsidies that have considerable negative effects on the environment 
and are inconsistent with sustainable development in order to have them reduced and 
eventually abolished; notes that the size of these subsidies is considerable; 

11. Welcomes the idea of performance verification and environmental certificates in order to 
create confidence in new technologies in the market, both among business and consumers; 
suggests that all European Standards should be verified from an environmental viewpoint 
and adapted accordingly; 

12. Encourages the Commission and the Member States to mobilise additional risk funding for 
environmental technology and innovations, especially for SMEs, and to exchange 
information about existing schemes that are successful, such as the Green Investment Fund in 
the Netherlands; 

Meeting the Demand for Environmental Technology 

13. Stresses the importance of providing research with sufficient means and recalls the 
agreement in Barcelona 2002 to increase spending on research and development in the 
European Union in order to approach 3% of Gross Domestic Product by 2010; welcomes 
initiatives to increase funding and coordinate efforts in this field; 

14. Welcomes the idea of technology platforms in areas of special concern and where progress is 
likely, such as in the field of hydrogen, fuel cells, photovoltaics and water supply, but is 
worried about the access to these platforms: stresses the importance of creating platforms that 
are open to all stakeholders on equal terms; suggests that these platforms should have links to 
industry in order to get the innovations to the market;  

15. Underlines the importance of using ICT as a tool to reduce the environmental burden 
(dematerialisation), and urges the Member States to facilitate and promote this thinking; 

16. Encourages the various proposals for disseminating existing technologies, such as creating an 
EU catalogue of existing directories or databases on environmental technologies, technology 
platforms etc; 

Coherent Policies on an Internal as well as an External Level 

17. Calls on the Commission to make an assessment of internal and external spillover effects of 
policies within the European Union in order to prevent the objectives of the European Union 
from being undermined;  

18. Stresses the importance of using the Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund in a manner 
that is consistent with the aim of sustainable development and which promotes investments 
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in environmental technologies; encourages the use of these funds for integrating 
environmental technologies when capital stock is replaced at the end of its normal life; 

19. Underlines the importance of including eco-innovations in all future Community funding 
instruments and of giving eco-innovations a central role in the proposed Competitiveness and 
Innovation Programme; 

20. Emphasises that sustainable development requires global solutions and welcomes all 
initiatives to promote environmental technologies in developing countries; stresses that the 
European Union should take a leading role when it comes to technology transfer and urges 
the Member States to encourage the private sector and international lending institutions to 
promote environmental technologies; welcomes the recently adopted OECD 
recommendation on Common Approaches on Environment and Officially Supported Export 
Credits; 

21. Encourages the Commission to introduce environmental concerns in international trade 
negotiations and stresses the importance of allowing environmental aspects to be considered 
when applying international trade rules; 

0 

0             0 

22. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission and the 
governments and parliaments of the Member States. 
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

The sustainable development strategy formulated for the EU attempts to combine economic, 
employment and environmental requirements in as balanced a manner as possible. The choice 
should not be between economic growth, improved environmental quality and employment: it 
should be possible to attain all three objectives simultaneously. Improvements to environmental 
quality also promote growth and competitiveness. The environmental industry is a rapidly 
growing sector with global markets, and it already employs more than 2 million people in the 
EU. 
 
The Community's objective of increasing funding for investment in R&D to 3% of GDP by 2010 
is also a significant objective from the point of view of the European Union's Environmental 
Technologies Action Plan (ETAP). The objective is in line with the EU's Lisbon Strategy, under 
which it is intended that the EU should become 'the most dynamic and competitive knowledge-
based economy in the world' by 2010. 
 
In order to attain the Lisbon objectives, investment will have to be increased significantly, and it 
is therefore necessary to ensure that investment is always undertaken using the best available 
technology. In this way demand will also be generated for the new environmental technology. 
Since the enlargement of the EU's internal market, we already have a large and dynamic 
domestic market for environmental technology. Merely implementing in full the existing 
environmental regulations will require € 50-80 bn in investment. The use of environmental 
technology can also be increased rapidly in the field of public procurement, whose share of the 
EU's GDP is around 16% or approximately € 1450 bn. 
 
Generating demand is a key factor in determining how quickly new environmental technologies 
are introduced. Demand for environmental technology in the private sector can best be created 
by adopting sufficiently ambitious environmental objectives and pursuing them by means of a 
consistent policy. Legislation should be backed up by other means of influencing developments 
such as EU-wide environmental/consumer taxes, elimination of environmentally damaging 
subsidies, the adoption of effective standards which take account of environmental aspects, etc. 
 
ETAP identifies obstacles to the introduction of new technologies. During the further 
preparations, the Commission ought to propose a programme, with a timetable, indicating how 
these obstacles are to be eliminated and existing environmental technologies are to be placed on 
the market and put to use more quickly than hitherto. 
 
The European Union should also take vigorous action to generate global demand for 
environmental technologies. Global environmental problems require more stringent emission 
targets than currently apply, inter alia for greenhouse gases, and the EU should therefore be 
active and demand common global agreements. The long-term objective of reducing carbon 
dioxide emissions by 60-70% will first of all necessitate accession to the Kyoto Protocol by the 
USA. China, India and other industrialising countries too should be persuaded to accede rapidly 
to future agreements which limit emissions. 
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In order to respond to the greatest present and future environmental challenges, environmental 
technology and technological applications in general should be used in such a way as to make it 
possible to reduce the consumption of non-renewable raw materials and the burden imposed on 
the environment by various emissions and wastes which are damaging to the environment and 
health. 
 
The principal task of the next Spring Summit (in March 2005) will be to revise the objectives of 
the Lisbon Strategy so as to respond to changing circumstances. From the point of view of 
sustainable development, it is essential that environmental improvement should be seen as an 
element in competitiveness and that the scope which it affords for generating new growth should 
be fully understood. ETAP is an instrument for producing specific environmental benefits and 
creating a policy which will be of advantage to the economy, employment and the environment.  
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