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Symbols for procedures

* Consultation procedure
majority of the votes cast

**I Cooperation procedure (first reading)
majority of the votes cast

**II Cooperation procedure (second reading)
majority of the votes cast, to approve the common  position
majority of Parliament’s component Members, to reject or amend 
the common position

*** Assent procedure
majority of Parliament’s component Members except  in cases 
covered by Articles 105, 107, 161 and 300 of the EC Treaty and 
Article 7 of the EU Treaty

***I Codecision procedure (first reading)
majority of the votes cast

***II Codecision procedure (second reading)
majority of the votes cast, to approve the common position
majority of Parliament’s component Members, to reject or amend 
the common position

***III Codecision procedure (third reading)
majority of the votes cast, to approve the joint text

(The type of procedure depends on the legal basis proposed by the 
Commission)

Amendments to a legislative text

In amendments by Parliament, amended text is highlighted in bold italics. 
Highlighting in normal italics is an indication for the relevant departments 
showing parts of the legislative text for which a correction is proposed, to 
assist preparation of the final text (for instance, obvious errors or omissions 
in a given language version). These suggested corrections are subject to the 
agreement of the departments concerned.
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DRAFT EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION

on the proposal for a Council decision on the conclusion, on behalf of the European 
Community, of the Agreement between the European Community and the Swiss 
Confederation concerning the latter’s participation in the European Environment 
Agency and the European Environment Information and Observation Network
(COM(2004)0658 – C6-0173/2004 – 2004/0233(CNS))

(Consultation procedure)

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the proposal for a Council decision (COM(2004)0658)1,

– having regard to Article 175(1) in conjunction with the first sentence of the first 
subparagraph of Article 300(2) and Article 300(4) of the EC Treaty,

– having regard to Article 300(3), first subparagraph, of the EC Treaty, pursuant to which 
the Council consulted Parliament (C6-0173/2004),

– having regard to Rules 51 and 83(7) of its Rules of Procedure,

– having regard to the report of the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food 
Safety and the opinions of the Committee on Budgets and the Committee on Legal Affairs 
(A6-0000/2005),

1. Approves conclusion of the agreement;

2. Instructs its President to forward its position to the Council and Commission, and the 
governments and parliaments of the Member States and the Swiss Confederation.

  
1 OJ C , , p/Not yet published in OJ. 
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

Switzerland is one of the major European countries, which has no membership arrangement 
with the European Environment Agency in spite of the useful information and knowledge it 
has concerning the Alps. Switzerland made a formal application to join the Agency in 1999,
the negotiation process for membership was concluded in June 2004. The proposed Council 
decisions would put into effect Swiss membership of both the EEA and EIONET.

The Agreement makes it possible for Switzerland to fully take part in EEA's work 
programme.  It grants conditions for participation, similar to those governing participation for 
the current non-EU Member States of the EEA (Liechtenstein, Iceland and Norway), as well 
as those, which were negotiated for the participation of the candidate countries.

The Agreement is concluded for an unlimited period. The EEA will treat Switzerland as a 
Member State, through equal treatment in terms of provisions of environmental data and 
information and analysis, staffing provisions, contracts to third parties and appointments of 
and participation in Topic Centres. 

Switzerland will have to establish an infrastructure for providing uniform environmental data 
and information on the state of the environment in its territory, it will contribute financially to 
the Agency budget to cover the cost of its participation, and it will have the right to participate 
in the Management Board of the Agency without the right to vote.

The benefits of the Agreement are several:
the provision of reliable and comparable information on the state of the environment in 
Europe will be facilitated and extended, furthermore, it will also support integrated 
assessment and environmental reporting of the ecosystems that are shared by Switzerland and 
its neighbouring countries.


