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**I Cooperation procedure (first reading)
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**II Cooperation procedure (second reading)
majority of the votes cast, to approve the common  position
majority of Parliament’s component Members, to reject or amend 
the common position

*** Assent procedure
majority of Parliament’s component Members except  in cases 
covered by Articles 105, 107, 161 and 300 of the EC Treaty and 
Article 7 of the EU Treaty

***I Codecision procedure (first reading)
majority of the votes cast

***II Codecision procedure (second reading)
majority of the votes cast, to approve the common position
majority of Parliament’s component Members, to reject or amend 
the common position

***III Codecision procedure (third reading)
majority of the votes cast, to approve the joint text

(The type of procedure depends on the legal basis proposed by the 
Commission)

Amendments to a legislative text

In amendments by Parliament, amended text is highlighted in bold italics. 
Highlighting in normal italics is an indication for the relevant departments 
showing parts of the legislative text for which a correction is proposed, to 
assist preparation of the final text (for instance, obvious errors or omissions 
in a given language version). These suggested corrections are subject to the 
agreement of the departments concerned.
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DRAFT EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION

on the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on the 
European Regional Development Fund 
(COM(2004)0495 – C6-0089/2004 – 2004/0167(COD))

(Codecision procedure: first reading)

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the Commission proposal to the European Parliament and the Council 
(COM(2004)0495)1,

– having regard to Article 251(2) and Articles 162 and 299(2) of the EC Treaty, pursuant to 
which the Commission submitted the proposal to Parliament (C6-0089/2004),

– having regard to Article 160 of the EC Treaty,

– having regard to Rule 51 of its Rules of Procedure,

– having regard to the report of the Committee on Regional Development and the opinions 
of the Committee on Budgets, the Committee on Budgetary Control, the Committee on 
Employment and Social Affairs, the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and 
Food Safety, the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy, the Committee on 
Transport and Tourism, the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development, the 
Committee on Fisheries and the Committee on Women’s Rights and Gender Equality 
(A6-0000/2005),

1. Approves the Commission proposal as amended;

2. Calls on the Commission to refer the matter to Parliament again if it intends to amend the 
proposal substantially or replace it with another text;

3. Instructs its President to forward its position to the Council and Commission.

Text proposed by the Commission Amendments by Parliament

Amendment 1
Recital 3 a (new)

(3a) The Member States and the 
Commission should ensure that there is 
no discrimination on grounds of gender, 
race or ethnic origin, religion or beliefs, 
handicap, age or sexual orientation 
during the various stages of implementing 

  
1 OJ C ... / Not yet published in OJ.
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the ERDF and the other Structural
Funds, and in particular in granting 
access to them.

Amendment 2
Recital 5

(5) Efficient and effective implementation 
of the action supported by the ERDF relies 
on good governance and partnership 
among all the relevant territorial and socio-
economic actors, and in particular regional 
and local authorities.

(5) Efficient and effective implementation 
of the action supported by the ERDF relies 
on good governance and partnership 
among all the relevant territorial, socio-
economic, and environmental actors, and 
in particular regional and local authorities.

Justification

Environmental actors must be fully involved in the same way as social and economic actors.

Amendment 3
Recital 6

(6) Building on the experience and 
strengths of the Urban Community 
initiative foreseen by Article 20(1)(b) of 
Council Regulation (EC) No 1260/1999 of 
21 June 1999 laying down general 
provisions on the Structural Funds, the 
urban dimension should be reinforced by 
fully integrating measures in that field into 
the operational programmes co-financed by 
the ERDF.

(6) Building on the experience of the 
Urban Community initiative and of 
Objective 2 assistance in urban areas in 
difficulty foreseen by Article 20(1)(b) of 
Council Regulation (EC) No 1260/1999 
laying down general provisions on the 
Structural Funds, the urban dimension, 
including the level of investment in 
sustainable urban development, should be 
reinforced by fully integrating measures in 
that field into the operational programmes 
co-financed by the ERDF.

Justification

The urban dimension can be reinforced only if a sufficient level of investment in sustainable 
urban development is ensured.
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Amendment 4
Recital 10

(10) The ERDF should address the 
problems of accessibility and remoteness 
from large markets confronting areas with 
an extremely low population density, as 
referred to in Protocol No 6 to the Act of 
Accession of Austria, Finland and Sweden. 
The ERDF should also address the specific 
difficulties encountered by certain islands, 
mountain areas and sparsely populated 
areas whose geographical situation slows 
down their development.

(10) The ERDF should address the 
problems of accessibility and remoteness 
from large markets confronting areas with 
an extremely low population density, as 
referred to in Protocol No 6 to the Act of 
Accession of Austria, Finland and Sweden. 
The ERDF should also address the specific 
difficulties encountered by islands, 
mountain areas and sparsely populated 
areas whose geographical situation slows 
down their development.

Justification

The adjective ‘certain’ should be deleted in order to bring the text into line with 
Article III-220 of the Constitutional Treaty.

Amendment 5
Article 2

The ERDF shall contribute to the financing 
of assistance towards the reinforcement of 
economic, social and territorial cohesion 
by reducing regional disparities and 
supporting the structural development and 
adjustment of regional economies, 
including the conversion of declining 
industrial regions.

The ERDF shall contribute to the financing 
of assistance towards the reinforcement of 
economic, social and territorial cohesion in 
the context of the European Union 
sustainable development strategy by 
reducing regional disparities and 
supporting the structural development and 
adjustment of regional economies, 
including the conversion of declining 
industrial regions.

In so doing, the ERDF shall give effect to 
the priorities of the Community, and in 
particular the need to strengthen 
competitiveness and innovation, to create 
sustainable jobs, and to promote 
environmentally sound growth.

In so doing, the ERDF shall give effect to 
the priorities of the Community, and in 
particular:

(a) the need to strengthen competitiveness 
and innovation, to create sustainable jobs, 
to promote social inclusion and equality 
between men and women and to achieve 
environmental improvements through the 
implementation of Community 
environmental legislation;
(b) the need to remove the barriers faced 
by disabled people in accessing goods and 
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services and built-up areas by ensuring 
that accessibility is a condition of any 
project benefiting from the Funds.

Amendment 6
Article 3, paragraph 2, point (a)

a) productive investment; a) productive investment in accordance 
with the priorities set out in Article 2;

Justification

To clarify the nature of the ‘productive investment’.

Amendment 7
Article 3, paragraph 2, point (c)

c) other development initiatives including 
services to enterprises, creation and 
development of financing instruments such 
as venture capital, loan and guarantee 
funds and local development funds, 
interest subsidies, neighbourhood services,
and exchange of experience between 
regions, towns, and relevant social, 
economic and environmental actors;

c) other development initiatives including 
services to enterprises, creation and 
development of financing instruments such 
as venture capital, loan and guarantee 
funds, interest subsidies, neighbourhood 
services and joint local initiatives, 
networking and cooperation between 
regions, towns, and relevant social, 
economic and environmental actors;

Justification

Territorial cooperation should not be confined to mere exchanges of experience, but on the 
contrary should be intensified.

Amendment 8
Article 4, introductory part

Under the “Convergence” objective, the 
ERDF shall focus its assistance on 
supporting sustainable integrated regional 
and local economic development by 
mobilising and strengthening endogenous 
capacity through programmes aimed at the 
modernisation and diversification of 
regional economic structures, primarily in 

Under the “Convergence” objective, the 
ERDF shall focus its assistance on 
supporting sustainable integrated regional,
local, and urban economic development 
by mobilising and strengthening 
endogenous capacity through programmes 
aimed at the modernisation and 
diversification of regional economic 
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the following areas: structures, primarily in the following areas:

Amendment 9
Article 4, point (3)

3) Environment, including investments 
connected with waste management, water 
supplies, urban waste-water treatment and 
air quality, integrated pollution prevention 
and control, rehabilitation of contaminated 
sites and land, promotion of biodiversity 
and nature protection, aid to SMEs to 
promote sustainable production patterns 
through the introduction of cost-effective 
environmental management systems and 
the adoption and use of pollution-
prevention technologies;

3) Environment, including investments 
connected with waste management, water
management and quality, urban waste-
water treatment and air quality, integrated 
pollution prevention and control, 
remediation and rehabilitation of 
contaminated sites and land, promotion of 
biodiversity and nature protection, 
sustainable use of natural resources, aid 
to SMEs to promote sustainable production 
patterns through the introduction of cost-
effective environmental management 
systems and the adoption and use of 
pollution-prevention technologies;

Justification

The aim is to promote the Water framework directive, to undo the damage of environmental 
impacts and to promote the sustainable use of natural resources (including measures to 
reduce waste, promote energy efficiency etc.).

Amendment 10
Article 4, point (5)

5) Tourism, including promotion of natural 
and cultural assets as potential for the 
development of sustainable tourism, 
protection and enhancement of the cultural 
heritage in support of economic 
development, aid to improve the supply of 
tourism services through new higher value-
added services;

5) Tourism, including promotion of natural 
and cultural assets as potential for the 
development of sustainable tourism, 
protection and enhancement of the physical
and cultural heritage in support of 
economic development, aid to improve the 
supply of tourism services through new 
higher value-added services;

Justification

Adding consideration of the physical (including natural) heritage.
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Amendment 11
Article 4, point (10 a) (new)

10 a) Public security, including 
investment in infrastructure and 
technologies to improve territorial 
surveillance, prevent infiltration of the 
economy by organised crime, and 
disseminate the culture of legality.

Justification

Organised crime is one of the main reasons why some European regions are hamstrung in 
their development.

Amendment 12
Article 5, point (2), point (a)

a) stimulating investment for the 
rehabilitation of contaminated sites and 
land, and promoting the development of 
infrastructure linked to biodiversity and 
Natura 2000 contributing to sustainable 
economic development and diversification 
of rural areas;

a) stimulating investment for the 
rehabilitation of contaminated sites and 
land, and promoting the development of 
infrastructure linked to biodiversity and 
Natura 2000 contributing to sustainable 
development and diversification of rural 
areas; actions should be aimed inter alia 
at:
- tourism, including the promotion of 
natural and cultural assets as potential 
for the development of sustainable 
tourism; 
- aid to improve the supply of tourism 
services through new high value-added 
services;
- the protection and enhancement of the 
cultural heritage in support of economic 
development.

Justification

Investment in biodiversity and Natura 2000 are not only linked to direct economic benefits. 
Tourism and promotion of natural and cultural assets play an important part in building 
regional competitiveness and employment. This premiss has been accepted under the present 
round of structural funds and has been successfully used to achieve targets.
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Amendment 13
Article 5, point (2), point (c)

c) promoting clean urban public transport; c) promoting environmentally friendly 
public transport; 

Amendment 14
Article 5, point (3), point (a)

a) strengthening secondary networks by 
improving links to TEN-transport 
networks, to regional railway hubs, airports 
and ports, or to multimodal platforms, by 
providing radial links to main railways
lines, and by promoting regional and local 
inland waterways;

a) strengthening secondary networks by 
improving links to TEN-transport
networks, to regional railway hubs, airports 
and ports, or to multimodal platforms, by 
providing radial links to main railway 
lines, and by promoting regional and local 
inland waterways, cabotage, maritime 
connections with smaller islands and 
transversal air connections between first-
and second-class airports;

Justification

This would ensure that certain types of sea and air routes in European peripheral maritime 
regions are not neglected.

Amendment 15
Article 6, point (1), introductory part

1) the development of cross-border 
economic and social activities through 
joint strategies for sustainable territorial 
development, and primarily:

1) the development of cross-border 
economic, social and environmental
activities through joint strategies for 
sustainable territorial development, and 
primarily:

Amendment 16
Article 6,  point (1), point (b)

b) by encouraging the protection and joint 
management of the environment;

b) by encouraging the protection and joint 
management of the environment and risk 
prevention;
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Justification

Natural risk prevention has a clear cross-border dimension and should not be excluded from 
ERDF assistance.

Amendment 17
Article 6, point (2), point (b)

b) improving accessibility, including 
investments in cross-border sections of 
trans-European networks, improved local 
and regional access to national and 
transnational networks and platforms, 
enhanced inter-operability of national and 
regional systems, and promotion of 
advanced communications and information 
technologies;

b) improving accessibility, including 
investments in cross-border sections of 
trans-European networks, improved local 
and regional access to national and 
transnational networks and platforms, 
enhanced inter-operability of national and 
regional systems and the setting-up and 
development of motorways of the sea, and 
promotion of advanced communications 
and information technologies;

Justification

Motorways of the sea are one of the key elements of the European transport strategy and their 
promotion is essential to reduce road congestion and air pollution.

Amendment 18
Article 6. point (2), point (c)

c) risk prevention, including the promotion 
of maritime security and protection against 
flooding, marine and inland water 
pollution, prevention of and protection 
against erosion, earthquakes and 
avalanches. Programmes may include the 
provision of equipment and development 
of infrastructure, drawing up and 
implementing transnational assistance 
plans, common risk mapping systems, and 
the development of common instruments 
for studying, preventing, monitoring and 
controlling natural and technological risks.

c) risk prevention, including the promotion 
of maritime security and protection against 
flooding, climate change, marine and 
inland water pollution, prevention of and 
protection against erosion, earthquakes, 
volcanic eruptions, avalanches, forest fires 
and desertification of land. Programmes 
may include the provision of equipment 
and development of infrastructure, drawing 
up and implementing transnational 
assistance plans, common risk mapping 
systems, and the development of common 
instruments for studying, preventing, 
monitoring and controlling natural and 
technological risks.



PR\558373EN.doc 13/19 PE 355.499v01-00

EN

Amendment 19
Article 6, point (2), point (d a) (new)

da) protection and enhancement of the 
natural and physical cultural heritage in 
the context of sustainable economic 
development.

Justification

This area of activity is not confined simply to the local or regional level. There are clear 
examples where transnational cooperation in problem-solving and sharing best practice are 
offering substantial European value added.

Amendment 20
Article 6, point (3)

3) reinforcement of the effectiveness of 
regional policy by promoting networking 
and exchange of experience among 
regional and local authorities focusing on 
the topics referred to under Article 5(1) and 
(2) and Article 8, including cooperation 
network programmes covering the whole 
Community and actions involving studies, 
data collection, and the observation and 
analysis of development trends in the 
Community.

3) reinforcement of the effectiveness of 
regional policy by promoting networking 
and exchange of experience among 
regional and local authorities focusing on 
the topics referred to under Article 5(1) and 
(2) and Articles 8, 9,10 and 11, including 
cooperation network programmes covering 
the whole Community and actions 
involving studies, data collection, and the 
observation and analysis of development 
trends in the Community.

Justification

This cooperation should not be limited to strictly urban areas but must include rural areas, 
regions dependent on fishing, and areas affected by natural handicaps.

Amendment 21
Article 8, paragraph 1

1. In the case of action involving urban 
regeneration as referred to in Article 25(4) 
a) and 36(4) b) of Regulation (EC) No 
(…), the ERDF shall support the 
development of participative, integrated 
strategies to tackle the high concentration 
of economic, environmental and social 
problems affecting urban agglomerations.

1. In the case of action involving 
sustainable urban development as referred 
to in Article 25(4) a) and 36(4) b) of 
Regulation (EC) No (…), the ERDF shall 
support the development of participative, 
integrated strategies to strengthen 
sustainable growth and to tackle the high 
concentration of economic, environmental 
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and social problems in urban 
agglomerations.

This may combine the rehabilitation of the 
physical environment, brownfield 
redevelopment, and the preservation and 
development of the historical and cultural 
heritage with measures to promote 
entrepreneurship, local employment and 
community development, as well as the 
provision of services to the population 
taking account of changing demographic 
structures.

This may combine the rehabilitation of the 
physical environment, brownfield 
redevelopment, and the preservation and 
development of the historical and cultural 
heritage with measures to promote 
innovation and the knowledge economy,
entrepreneurship, local employment and 
community development, as well as the 
provision of services to the population 
taking account of changing demographic 
structures.

Justification

Given the crucial role of the cities for regional development, it is important for the 
effectiveness of cohesion policy and their contribution to the Lisbon and Gothenburg 
objectives that structural funding is more explicitly related to urban needs. This can be 
achieved by introducing sustainable urban development actions which should include, but at 
the same time go beyond, ‘urban generation’ measures.

Amendment 22
Article 8, paragraph 2

2. By way of derogation from Article 33(2) 
of Regulation (EC) No (…), the ERDF 
funding of measures under the “Regional 
competitiveness and employment” 
objective falling within the scope of 
Regulation (EC) N° (…) on the European 
Social Fund shall be raised to 10% of the 
priority concerned.

2. By way of derogation from Article 33(2) 
of Regulation (EC) No (…), the ERDF 
funding of measures under the “Regional 
competitiveness and employment” 
objective falling within the scope of 
Regulation (EC) N° (…) on the European 
Social Fund shall be raised to 20 % of the 
priority concerned.

Justification

Building on the positive experience of the URBAN Community initiative, the ERDF should be 
allowed to fund ESF-type measures in urban areas by up to 20%, in order to allow cities to 
define in a more flexible way the appropriate measures to tackle local challenges. 

Amendment 23
Article 9, paragraph 3

Member States and regions shall ensure 
complementarity and coherence between 

Member States and regions shall ensure, 
within the framework of the operational 
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the actions co-financed by the EAFRD and 
those co-financed by the EFF on the one 
hand, and the actions co-financed by the 
ERDF on the other hand. To this end, for 
actions under points 1), 3) and 5) Member 
States shall set when preparing operational 
programmes clear demarcation criteria for 
actions to be supported from the ERDF by 
virtue of this Article, on the one hand, or 
from the EAFRD by virtue of Article 
49(1), a), b) and i) of Regulation (EC) No 
(…), for rural areas, or from the EFF by 
virtue of Article (…) of Regulation (EC) 
No (…) for areas dependent on fisheries.

programmes under Article 36 of Council 
Regulation (EC) (.....), complementarity 
and coherence, in compliance with the 
coordination measures under 
Article 25(4)(c) of that Regulation  
between the actions co-financed by the 
EAFRD and those co-financed by the EFF 
on the one hand, and the actions co-
financed by the ERDF on the other hand. 
To this end, for actions under points 1), 3) 
and 5) Member States and regions shall set 
when preparing operational programmes 
clear demarcation criteria for actions to be 
supported from the ERDF by virtue of this 
Article, on the one hand, or from the 
EAFRD by virtue of Article 49(1), a), b) 
and i) of Regulation (EC) No (…), for rural 
areas, or from the EFF by virtue of Article 
(…) of Regulation (EC) No (…) for areas 
dependent on fisheries. In addition, 
provision should be made for in itinere 
and ex post checks to monitor 
complementarity and coherence.

Justification

The main aim here is to ensure coherence and complementarity between the two funds. 
Reference to Member States and regions would be consistent with the beginning of the 
paragraph, where both Member States and regions are mentioned.

Amendment 24
Article 12, point (6), point (e a) (new)

ea) a description of the arrangements, to 
be laid down by each Member State jointly 
submitting an operational programme, in 
accordance with Article 10 of Council 
Regulation (EC) No (...), for the 
involvement of regional and local 
authorities during the preparatory phase 
of the programme and at subsequent 
stages;
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Justification

It is important that, for the purposes of the ‘territorial cooperation’ objective, Member States 
apply the rules of partnership. The Commission should therefore stipulate that the 
admissibility of operational programme proposals will be subject to a requirement for 
Member States to specify how they intend to apply those rules.

Amendment 25
Article 14, paragraph 3

3. Each Member State participating in the 
operational programme shall appoint 
representatives to sit on the monitoring 
committee referred to in Article 64 of 
Regulation (EC) No (…)

3. Each Member State participating in the 
operational programme shall appoint 
representatives to sit on the monitoring 
committee referred to in Article 64 of 
Regulation (EC) No (…) and shall seek to 
provide for appropriate representation of 
the regional or local authorities 
concerned.

Justification

In keeping with the partnership and subsidiarity principles, Member States must allow local 
or regional authorities to be properly represented on monitoring committees.
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

Established in 1975, following the first enlargement of the Union, the European Regional 
Development Fund helps to ‘redress the main regional imbalances’ (Article 160 of the EC 
Treaty).

The duty of European solidarity is clearly central to the process of building the Union. It is 
thus true to say that if the European Union were just a free trade area, cohesion policy could 
serve merely to redistribute funds for the benefit of less developed regions or countries so as 
to offset income disparities. However, it has other ambitions: it is as much a political project 
as a social and economic project. Consequently, cohesion policy is employed as a means of 
promoting a development model in which solidarity and cooperation play an active role1.

Faced with the challenge of the latest enlargement, which has exacerbated regional disparities 
to an unprecedented degree, the Commission has drawn up a new regulation on the European 
Regional Development Fund aimed at rationalising the objectives and gearing them to the 
Lisbon and Göteborg keynotes.

The ERDF will help to finance the three new objectives.

Regions whose development is lagging behind will thus be covered by the ‘Convergence’ 
objective, affording wide scope for ERDF assistance to enable regions to tap and modernise 
their resources and embark on a sustainable development process (Article 4).

The ‘Regional competitiveness and employment’ objective (Article 5) revolves around three 
keynotes, namely innovation and the knowledge economy, environment and risk prevention, 
and access to transport and information and communication technology services.

‘Territorial cooperation’ (Article 6), prompted by the success of the INTERREG III 
Community initiative, breaks down into cross-border, transnational, and regional networking 
components encompassing a list of activities based on the Lisbon and Göteborg keynotes.

In addition, the regulation lays down specific provisions to allow for particular territorial 
aspects (Articles 8, 9, 10, and 11):

As regards the urban dimension (Article 8), the ERDF ‘shall support the development of 
participative, integrated strategies to tackle the high concentration of economic, 
environmental and social problems affecting urban agglomerations’. Urban-oriented measures 
are consequently encompassed within the ERDF-funded operational programmes, and there 
are no longer any specific programmes along the lines of the URBAN  Community initiative.

ERDF assistance can also be used in rural areas and areas dependent on fisheries 
(Article 9) to promote economic diversification. The Member States and the regions will have 
the task of bringing measures co-financed by the European Agricultural Fund for Rural 

  
1 See M. Jouen, ‘Etude sur l’adaptation de la politique de cohésion à l’Europe élargie et aux objectifs de 
Lisbonne et de Göteborg’, in Notre Europe.
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Development (EAFRD) or by the European Fund for Fisheries (EFF) into a coherent 
complementary relationship with the programmes co-financed by the ERDF.

Furthermore, under the ‘competitiveness’ objective, the ERDF will support regional
programmes in areas with natural handicaps (Article 10).

Lastly, the outermost regions (Article 11), whether or not they fall under the ‘Convergence’ 
objective, will be eligible for specific ERDF financial support.

Substantive points

Your rapporteur believes that the Commission proposal for a regulation strikes an effective 
balance between the aims of cohesion policy and the Lisbon and Göteborg priorities, that is to 
say, competitiveness, employment and social integration, environmental protection and risk 
prevention, and the knowledge-based economy.

He notes that there are sound options set out in the proposal, as can be seen from the fact that, 
for example:
- measures in the area of research and innovation are to be treated as a priority for the 

purposes both of the ‘Convergence’ objective and of the ‘competitiveness and employment’ 
objective;

- attention is to be focused on matters of sustainable development through targeted measures 
related to the environment, transport, energy, and prevention and management of natural 
risks;

- accessibility problems are to be taken into account under the ‘competitiveness and 
employment’ objective;

- territorial cooperation is elevated to the status of a third objective and, in particular, sea 
borders are to be recognised for the purposes of cross-border cooperation.

He also welcomes the stronger emphasis on certain fundamental principles of cohesion policy 
such as concentration of assistance, additionality, and partnership.

He does, however, think it necessary to make some changes relating specifically to:

• Principle of non-discrimination and equal opportunities
It is important to refer to the principle of non-discrimination and equal opportunities as 
regards access to the European Regional Development Fund and, more generally, to 
the Structural Funds as a whole (Am.1).

• Disabled people
It is agreed that the ERDF should be a primary means of reducing the social exclusion 
affecting disabled people in every aspect of life. Accordingly, and in addition to the 
above-mentioned reference to the principle of non-discrimination, the rapporteur 
intends to amend the purpose of the ERDF (Article 2) by introducing an explicit 
commitment to removing the obstacles posed to people with disabilities (Am. 5).
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• Environment and cultural heritage
While welcoming the reference to the promotion of biodiversity and the development 
of infrastructure linked to Natura 2000, the rapporteur thinks it necessary to add 
further amendments to safeguard, protect, and enhance the environment (Ams. 3, 5, 9, 
10, 13, 15, 18, and 21) and the cultural heritage (Ams. 12 and 19) in the context of 
sustainable development outlined by the Commission.
He also believes that environmental actors should be involved on the same footing as 
other territorial and socio-economic actors for the purpose of managing the 
implementation of ERDF operations (Am. 2).

• Urban dimension
Although the resources to be earmarked for urban policy are more substantial than 
under the old URBAN initiative, your rapporteur considers that the urban dimension 
should be secured more effectively by means of

o an increase in the maximum ERDF contribution to ESF-funded measures in 
urban areas (Am. 22),

o a sufficient level of investment in policies to promote sustainable urban 
development (Am. 3),

o greater involvement of local authorities when national strategic frameworks are 
drawn up, so as to ensure compliance with the partnership principle.

• Security
As far as the ‘Convergence’ objective is concerned, the rapporteur believes that the 
aims set out in Article 4 should include a reference to public security, that is to say, a 
guarantee of protection against infiltration of the economy and Structural Fund 
expenditure procedures  by organised crime (Am. 11).

• Shipping
The rapporteur considers that the scope of the ‘competitiveness’ and ‘territorial 
cooperation’ objectives should be extended to encompass shipping, focusing particular 
attention on motorways of the sea (Ams. 14 and 17).


