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Symbols for procedures

* Consultation procedure
majority of the votes cast

**I Cooperation procedure (first reading)
majority of the votes cast

**II Cooperation procedure (second reading)
majority of the votes cast, to approve the common  position
majority of Parliament’s component Members, to reject or amend 
the common position

*** Assent procedure
majority of Parliament’s component Members except  in cases 
covered by Articles 105, 107, 161 and 300 of the EC Treaty and 
Article 7 of the EU Treaty

***I Codecision procedure (first reading)
majority of the votes cast

***II Codecision procedure (second reading)
majority of the votes cast, to approve the common position
majority of Parliament’s component Members, to reject or amend 
the common position

***III Codecision procedure (third reading)
majority of the votes cast, to approve the joint text

(The type of procedure depends on the legal basis proposed by the 
Commission)

Amendments to a legislative text

In amendments by Parliament, amended text is highlighted in bold italics. 
Highlighting in normal italics is an indication for the relevant departments 
showing parts of the legislative text for which a correction is proposed, to 
assist preparation of the final text (for instance, obvious errors or omissions
in a given language version). These suggested corrections are subject to the 
agreement of the departments concerned.
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DRAFT EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION

on the proposal for a Council decision on the conclusion by the European Community of 
the Agreement on the Conservation of African-Eurasian Migratory Waterbirds
(COM(2004)0531 – C6-0048/2005 – 2004/0181(CNS))

(Consultation procedure)

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the proposal for a Council decision (COM(2004)531)1,

– having regard to the Agreement on the Conservation of African-Eurasian Migratory 
Waterbirds,

– having regard to Article 175(1) and Article 300(2), first sentence of the first subparagraph 
of the EC Treaty,

– having regard to Article 300(3), first subparagraph, of the EC Treaty, pursuant to which 
the Council consulted Parliament (C6-0048/2005),

– having regard to Rules 51 and 83(7) of its Rules of Procedure,

– having regard to the report of the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food 
Safety and the opinion of the Committee on Budgets (A6-0000/2005),

1. Approves the proposal for a Council decision as amended and approves conclusion of the 
agreement;

2. Instructs its President to forward its position to the Council and Commission, and the 
governments and parliaments of the Member States.

Text proposed by the Commission Amendments by Parliament

Amendment 1
Citations, legal basis

Having regard to the Treaty establishing 
the European Community, and in 
particular, Article 175 (1), in conjunction 
with Article 300 (2), first sentence of the 
first subparagraph and Article 300 (3), first 
subparagraph thereof, thereof,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing 
the European Community, and in 
particular, Article 175 (1), in conjunction 
with Article 300 (2), first sentence of the 
first subparagraph, Article 300 (3), first 
subparagraph and Article 300 (4) thereof, 

  
1 OJ C, 23.3.2005, p. xxx 
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Justification

Authorisation of the Commission in accordance with Article 3 of the Decision.

Amendment 2
Recital 5 a (new)

(5a) Migratory waterbirds play an 
important part in worldwide biodiversity 
and should, in accordance with the 1992 
Convention on Biological Diversity 
(CBD), be conserved for future 
generations.

Justification

The Agreement should also be viewed in terms of contributing to sustainable development.

Amendment 3
Recital 7 a (new)

(7a) Where the Commission, on behalf of 
the Community and within the terms of its 
mandate, negotiates amendments to the 
Action Plan, it should take account, in 
particular, of the conservation measures 
listed in Article III of the Agreement.

Justification

This is provided for in Article IV(3) of the Agreement and should be taken into consideration 
by the Commission when negotiating amendments to the Action Plan.

Amendment 4
Article 3

The Commission is hereby authorised to 
negotiate and approve, on behalf of the 
Community, any amendments to the 
Action Plan provided for by Article IV of 
the Agreement and the amendments of the 
Agreement provided for by Article X. The 
Commission should conduct these 

In respect of matters falling within the 
Community's competence, the 
Commission is authorised to approve, on 
behalf of the Community, amendments to 
the Annexes to the Agreement adopted in 
accordance with Article X(5) of the 
Agreement. 
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negotiations in consultation with a special 
committee designated by the Council. It 
shall ensure that the decisions adopted 
under the Agreement are consistent with 
the existing Community legislation and 
with the objectives of the Community's 
policies.

The Commission shall, in carrying out 
this task, be assisted by a special 
committee designated by the Council.

If an amendment to the Annexes to the 
Agreement has not been transposed into 
the relevant Community legislation within 
90 days of the date of its adoption by the 
Meeting of the Parties, the Commission 
shall enter a reservation with respect to 
that amendment by written notification to 
the Depositary in accordance with Article 
X(6) of the Agreement. If the amendment 
is subsequently thus transposed, the 
Commission shall withdraw the 
notification without delay. 

Justification

The Commission's negotiating mandate should be confined to the Annexes to the Agreement.  
However, it is appropriate that the authority to exercise the right to enter a reservation 
pursuant to Article X(6) of the Agreement should be conferred on the Commission.
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

1) Background

The proposal for a Council Decision concerns the conclusion by the European Community of 
the Agreement on the Conservation of African-Eurasian Migratory Waterbirds ('AEWA').  
This Agreement was signed  by the Community on 1 September 1997 and entered into force 
on 1 November 1999.

The Agreement is one of the agreements the conclusion of which is provided for in Article IV 
of the Bonn Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals, with a 
view to protecting migratory species with an unfavourable conservation status.

The AEWA protects 235 species of birds which are ecologically dependent on wetlands in 
particular in Africa and Eurasia. The Agreement above all requires coordinated measures for 
achieving and maintaining a favourable conservation status for migratory waterbird species 
using African-Eurasian flyways. Annex 3 (Action Plan) sets out measures to be taken for 
priority species by the contracting parties in conjunction with the general conservation 
measures laid down in Article III of the Agreement.

2) Substance of the Commission proposal

The Commission proposes that the Agreement be approved on behalf of the Community and 
that the President of the Council be authorised to arrange for the deposit of the instrument of 
approval. The Commission is authorised to negotiate any amendments to the Action Plan and 
the amendments provided for by Article X.

3) Rapporteur's position

The rapporteur sees the conclusion of the Agreement as an important step with regard to the 
conservation of migratory species of wild animals, and takes the view that the Agreement 
complements existing Community legislation.

He regrets the fact that, following the setting of a new date for the Third Meeting of the 
Parties (MOP-3) in Dakar, Senegal, it will not be possible for the Community to become a 
Party to the Agreement in time for this meeting.

Furthermore, the rapporteur considers that the Commission's mandate (under Article 3) goes 
too far. It is not appropriate to authorise the Commission to negotiate all amendments to the 
Agreement. The negotiating mandate should, rather, as is usual with international agreements, 
be confined to the Annexes to the Agreement (i.e. amendments pursuant to Article X(5)).

The right to enter a reservation against an amendment under Article X(5) should, for reasons 
of practicability and efficiency, be conferred on the Commission.
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