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Symbols for procedures

* Consultation procedure
majority of the votes cast

**I Cooperation procedure (first reading)
majority of the votes cast

**II Cooperation procedure (second reading)
majority of the votes cast, to approve the common  position
majority of Parliament’s component Members, to reject or amend 
the common position

*** Assent procedure
majority of Parliament’s component Members except  in cases 
covered by Articles 105, 107, 161 and 300 of the EC Treaty and 
Article 7 of the EU Treaty

***I Codecision procedure (first reading)
majority of the votes cast

***II Codecision procedure (second reading)
majority of the votes cast, to approve the common position
majority of Parliament’s component Members, to reject or amend 
the common position

***III Codecision procedure (third reading)
majority of the votes cast, to approve the joint text

(The type of procedure depends on the legal basis proposed by the 
Commission.)
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DRAFT EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION

on the proposal for a directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending 
Directive 2000/14/EC on the approximation of the laws of the Member States relating to 
the noise emission in the environment by equipment for use outdoors
(COM(2005)0370 – C6-0250/2005 – 2005/0149(COD))

(Codecision procedure: first reading)

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the Commission proposal to the European Parliament and the Council 
(COM(2005)0370)1,

– having regard to Article 251(2) and Article 95 of the EC Treaty, pursuant to which the 
Commission submitted the proposal to Parliament (C6-0250/2005),

– having regard to Rule 51 of its Rules of Procedure,

– having regard to the report of the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food 
Safety (A6-0000/2005),

1. Approves the Commission proposal;

2. Calls on the Commission to refer the matter to Parliament again if it intends to amend its 
proposal substantially or replace it with another text;

3. Instructs its President to forward its position to the Council and Commission.

  
1 Not yet published in OJ.
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

This directive of the European Parliament and of the Council was adopted in 2000 and 
provided for a reduction in the permissible noise levels for equipment for use outdoors. For 
those types of equipment where permissible levels apply, the reduction was to be made in two 
stages. The stage I limits came into force on 3 January 2002 and these levels are to be reduced 
further in stage II, starting on 3 January 2006.  

However, experts now agree that, for some types of equipment, the stage II limits would be 
technically impossible to achieve. This applies to vibratory rollers, vibratory plates, vibratory 
rammers, dozers, loaders, counterbalanced lift trucks, pavers, concrete breakers and picks,
together with lawn mowers, lawn trimmers and lawn-edge trimmers. It is consequently
proposed that, for the time being, the stage II limit values for the above equipment should be 
indicative only, until the directive can be adapted to technically feasible values through a 
fresh amendment at a later date. This, together with an adjustment to the reporting process, is 
the purpose of the proposed amending directive. Given the imminent entry into force of stage 
II, the legislative procedure must be concluded before 3 January 2006, which requires rapid 
treatment.

The 1998 proposal for a directive did not give rise to any controversy when it passed through 
Parliament, and the procedure without report was used. The amendments now being proposed, 
which have been made necessary by the situation described above, are also uncontroversial: 
18 Member States have already commented on these amendments and have approved their 
substance without any reservations. It might be remarked that limit values which for technical 
reasons cannot now be complied with should not have been adopted in the first place. 
However, this can be attributed to the fact that these limit values were considered achievable 
at the time, on the basis of technical know-how five years ago and the progress which might
have been expected.

For these reasons, your rapporteur proposes that the Commission proposal be approved 
without amendment as soon as possible, so that the directive can be published in the Official 
Journal before the end of the year, the manufacturers affected can be guaranteed legal 
certainty with regard to their products following the entry into force of stage II, and any 
serious disruption of the internal market for such equipment can be avoided.


