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Symbols for procedures

* Consultation procedure
majority of the votes cast

**I Cooperation procedure (first reading)
majority of the votes cast

**II Cooperation procedure (second reading)
majority of the votes cast, to approve the common  position
majority of Parliament’s component Members, to reject or amend 
the common position

*** Assent procedure
majority of Parliament’s component Members except  in cases 
covered by Articles 105, 107, 161 and 300 of the EC Treaty and 
Article 7 of the EU Treaty

***I Codecision procedure (first reading)
majority of the votes cast

***II Codecision procedure (second reading)
majority of the votes cast, to approve the common position
majority of Parliament’s component Members, to reject or amend 
the common position

***III Codecision procedure (third reading)
majority of the votes cast, to approve the joint text

(The type of procedure depends on the legal basis proposed by the 
Commission.)

Amendments to a legislative text

In amendments by Parliament, amended text is highlighted in bold italics. 
Highlighting in normal italics is an indication for the relevant departments 
showing parts of the legislative text for which a correction is proposed, to 
assist preparation of the final text (for instance, obvious errors or omissions 
in a given language version). These suggested corrections are subject to the 
agreement of the departments concerned.
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DRAFT EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION

on the Council common position for adopting a regulation of the European Parliament 
and of the Council on a European grouping of cross-border cooperation
(00000/2006 – C6-0000/2006 – 2004/0168(COD))

(Codecision procedure: second reading)

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the Council common position (00000/2006– C6-0000/2006),

– having regard to its position at first reading1 on the Commission proposal to Parliament 
and the Council (COM(2004)0496)2,

– having regard to the amended Commission proposal (COM(2006)0094)3,

– having regard to Article 251(2) of the EC Treaty,

– having regard to Rule 67 of its Rules of Procedure,

– having regard to the recommendation for second reading of the Committee on Regional 
Development (A6-0000/2006),

1. Approves the common position;

2. Notes that the act is adopted in accordance with the common position;

3. Instructs its President to sign the act with the President of the Council pursuant to Article 
254(1) of the EC Treaty;

4. Instructs its Secretary-General to sign the act, once it has been verified that all the 
procedures have been duly completed, and, in agreement with the Secretary-General of 
the Council, to have it published in the Official Journal of the European Union;

5. Instructs its President to forward its position to the Council and Commission.

  
1 Texts Adopted, 6.7.2005, P6_TA(2005)0280.
2 Not yet published in OJ.
3 Not yet published in OJ.
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

The purpose of the Commission's proposal on European Grouping of cross-border 
cooperation (EGCC) was to strengthen and promote cross-border, transnational and 
interregional cooperation with the aim of achieving the objective of social, economic and 
territorial cohesion. In the course of difficulties encountered by the Member States, local and 
regional authorities in carrying out cross-border actions, it is necessary to establish a 
cooperation instrument at the Community level, which allows the creation of cooperative 
groupings in the community territory, invested with the legal personality. Recourse to the 
EGCC should be optional. 

The Report on the European Grouping of Territorial Cooperation (EGTC) was adopted 
unanimously at first reading by the European Parliament in July 2005. The rapporteur 
proposed different name for this new instrument to reflect three aspects of the new European 
territorial cooperation objective proposed by the Commission for the 2007-2013 period: cross-
border, transnational and interregional cooperation. The position of the European Parliament 
followed vital changes proposed by the European Council, where the role of Member States 
has been increased in particular in the Articles indicated: 

Ø Establishment of the EGTC(Article 3(2))
Ø Control of management of public funds (Article 3b) 
Ø Liquidation, insolvency, cessation of payment and liability (Article 8a)

Even though, substantial changes have been introduced, the rapporteur considers that the 
nature of the European Grouping of Territorial Cooperation has been maintained. Moreover, 
the entry into force of this instrument will facilitate the reinforcement of cross-border, 
transnational and interregional cooperation in the Community between its members to 
implement programmes of territorial cooperation either cofinanced by the Community or 
without financial contribution (Article 159, paragraph 3, of the Treaty).


