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Symbols for procedures

* Consultation procedure
majority of the votes cast

**I Cooperation procedure (first reading)
majority of the votes cast

**II Cooperation procedure (second reading)
majority of the votes cast, to approve the common  position
majority of Parliament’s component Members, to reject or amend 
the common position

*** Assent procedure
majority of Parliament’s component Members except  in cases 
covered by Articles 105, 107, 161 and 300 of the EC Treaty and 
Article 7 of the EU Treaty

***I Codecision procedure (first reading)
majority of the votes cast

***II Codecision procedure (second reading)
majority of the votes cast, to approve the common position
majority of Parliament’s component Members, to reject or amend 
the common position

***III Codecision procedure (third reading)
majority of the votes cast, to approve the joint text

(The type of procedure depends on the legal basis proposed by the 
Commission.)

Amendments to a legislative text

In amendments by Parliament, amended text is highlighted in bold italics. 
Highlighting in normal italics is an indication for the relevant departments 
showing parts of the legislative text for which a correction is proposed, to 
assist preparation of the final text (for instance, obvious errors or omissions 
in a given language version). These suggested corrections are subject to the 
agreement of the departments concerned.



PR\614785EN.doc 3/7 PE 374.111v01-00

EN

CONTENTS

Page

DRAFT EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION ................................5

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT...........................................................................................6



PE 374.111v01-00 4/7 PR\614785EN.doc

EN



PR\614785EN.doc 5/7 PE 374.111v01-00

EN

DRAFT EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION

on the Council common position for adopting a regulation of the European Parliament 
and of the Council on the European Regional Development Fund 
(00000/0000 – C6-0000/0000 – 2004/0167(COD))

(Codecision procedure: second reading)

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the Council common position (00000/2006 – C6-0000/0000),

– having regard to its position at first reading1 on the Commission proposal to Parliament 
and the Council (COM(2004)0495)2,

– having regard to Article 251(2) of the EC Treaty,

– having regard to Rule 67 of its Rules of Procedure,

– having regard to the recommendation for second reading of the Committee on Regional 
Development (A6-0000/2006),

1. Approves the common position;

2. Notes that the act is adopted in accordance with the common position;

3. Instructs its President to sign the act with the President of the Council pursuant to Article 
254(1) of the EC Treaty;

4. Instructs its Secretary-General to sign the act, once it has been verified that all the 
procedures have been duly completed, and, in agreement with the Secretary-General of 
the Council, to have it published in the Official Journal of the European Union;

5. Instructs its President to forward its position to the Council and Commission.

  
1 Texts Adopted, 6.7.2005, P6_TA(2005)0279.
2 Not yet published in OJ.
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

At first reading the European Parliament adopted a number of important amendments to the 
initial Commission Proposal aimed at adapting the legislation governing the structural funds 
and in particular the European Regional Development Fund, to meet the needs of a much 
changed Union. 
Over the last programming period and now within the enlarged Union we have all learned the 
growing importance of protecting the environment whilst ensuring economic growth, 
improving access for the disabled to publicly financed facilities ensuring equality of treatment 
and eliminating discrimination in all its forms. Sustainable development is only a viable 
concept if it is solidly built on respect for these fundamental principles.

If it is true that over the next programming period a particular effort must be made to enable a 
greater number of disadvantaged and underdeveloped regions to catch up with those which 
are more developed, your rapporteur has been ardent in his desire to avoid, in so far as 
possible, discriminatory measures favouring one or other group of Member States. This was 
and remains a central point that Parliament has defended in its negotiations with Council and 
it is with some satisfaction that the committee can note that the Common position has been 
adapted in a satisfactory manner.

Obviously, it would be inconsistent of me to pretend complete satisfaction. Despite the cost of 
enlargement, the increased number of less developed regions, the extra efforts that have to be 
made if our structural policies are to succeed, we have resources which are 0.04% less than 
the European Commission with the support of Parliament, had proposed. Negotiations on the 
Financial Perspective and the Inter-institutional agreement were arduous and if they were 
prolonged, inferring possible delays in preparing the next programming period, it should be 
stressed that this was no fault of Parliament. We have, been consistent in our demands and 
cooperative in our negotiations with both the Presidency and the European Commission. It 
was this cooperative spirit that was conducive to the success we have achieved. Not the least
of these achievements was that of having obtained a substantial increase in the financial 
resources dedicated to territorial cohesion, an objective which assumes its full, importance in 
the context of enlargement.

As I have argued on many occasions, in times of budgetary rigour, it is important not to 
disperse one's energy and to remain focussed on the task in hand. That was why I have 
supported the European Commission's view that the efforts made to achieve the Regional 
Competitiveness and employment objective should be aimed at the three priorities listed in the 
Commission's proposal. I am able to say, with some confidence that thanks to our 
interventions this objective remains a central element of regional policy and that a high level 
of available resources will be concentrated on these priorities in accordance with Parliament's 
wishes.

Parliament has not only been successful in obtaining the changes required concerning 
environmental protection, and the other above mentioned points. Its voice has been heard in 
the areas of partnership where, under the General regulation greater involvement of civil 
society and NGOs is foreseen. .The question of safety and security, of prime importance in 
avoiding infiltration and abuse of our funds by organised crime will be the subject of a 
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declaration by the Commission.

In view of the successful negotiations briefly described above, your rapporteur has no 
hesitation in recommending that the Council's Common Position be approved without 
amendment.


