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MOTION FOR A EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT RESOLUTION

on the situation of women with disabilities in the European Union
(2006/2277(INI))

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities which was 
adopted by the UN General Assembly on 13 December 2006,

– having regard to the Manifesto of Disabled Women in Europe which was adopted on 22 
February 1997 by the European Disability Forum,

– having regard to the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights1,

– having regard to the Commission Communication entitled 'Equal Opportunities for People
with Disabilities: a European Action Plan' (COM(2003)0650),

– having regard to Rule 45 of its Rules of Procedure,

– having regard to the report of the Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality
(A6-0000/2007),

A. whereas in the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities it is 
acknowledged that women and girls with disabilities tend to be exposed to a greater risk -
both inside and outside the home - of violence, injury or abuse, abandonment or neglect, 
maltreatment or exploitation,

B. whereas persons with disabilities constitute a very diverse and heterogeneous community,

C. whereas both the EU institutions and the Member States' central and regional authorities 
should take action designed to ensure that equality for all is something genuine and 
effective,

D. whereas women with disabilities suffer two-fold discrimination on account of the fact that 
they are both women and people with disabilities,

E. whereas equal treatment is a fundamental right, 

1. Calls upon the Commission and the Member States to try to remove existing barriers and 
obstacles with a view to making it easier for women and girls to play a part in social, 
cultural and political life and to enter the workforce;

2. Calls upon the Commission and the Member States to help women with disabilities to 
progress in those areas of social life and the world of work in which they are still under-
represented;

3. Emphasises the importance of trying to ensure that people who suffer from a disability of 

  
1 OJ C 364, 18.12.2000, p. 1.
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any kind are integrated from childhood onwards;

4. Considers there to be a relationship between disability and level of educational 
achievement which subsequently affects employment rates amongst disabled people;

5. Expresses its concern at the fact that women with disabilities have lower levels of 
educational achievement, which makes it more difficult for them to find work;

6. Considers it important for the concept of 'flexibility' to be incorporated into matters 
relating to disability (since each case is different), so that policies can be tailored to each 
situation;

7. Calls upon the Commission and the Member States to take into account the situation of 
women with disabled dependents when drawing up policies and making aid available;

8. Considers that support measures must be proposed for women with disabled dependents 
who in many cases require total dedication, which means that such women are unable to 
lead normal everyday lives;

9. Considers that one of the main objectives which the European Union should set itself is to 
improve the quality of life of disabled people and their families;

10. Highlights the role of children of both sexes and of their education (since children
represent the future) and stresses that efforts must be made in order to ensure that both 
girls with disabilities and girls without play a part in society on the basis of the same 
rights and opportunities, with a view to fostering a framework for cooperation and 
integration;

11. Stresses the need for studies to be carried out and for recent data to be gathered on the 
subject of disability (with particular attention to be paid to women and girls), since data 
are in very short supply;

12. Points out to the Commission that a thorough knowledge of the matter is the only basis for 
providing solutions, services and support;

13. Recalls the importance of the social partners in promoting and furthering equal 
opportunities and access to employment for people with disabilities;

14. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council and Commission.
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

Within the European Union there are a significant number of persons with disability who in 
their everyday life encounter difficulties of varying kinds and who are not always able to 
exercise their rights to the full.

Hence there is a most pressing need not only to make society aware of the difficulties 
encountered by women with disabilities but also for action to be taken which will enable the 
disabled to be integrated to a greater extent into society, increased resources to be allocated to 
the removal of physical and social barriers, and discrimination of any kind against disabled 
people at work to be outlawed.

The purpose of this report is to express the broadest possible support for the demands and 
aspirations of disabled people and their families, and also for the essential role played by 
disabled peoples' associations in helping such people to enjoy a better quality of life.

In this report an effort has been made to draw attention to the importance of ensuring that 
people with disabilities are integrated in both social and educational terms from childhood 
onwards.

By means of this report the Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality wishes to 
raise public awareness of disabled peoples' right to protection against discrimination and to 
full and fair enjoyment of their rights; to prompt consideration and discussion of the action 
which needs to be taken in order to promote equality and the exchange of experience, to 
extend cooperation amongst all the parties involved, to improve communication regarding 
disability and to promote a positive image of disabled people; to raise awareness regarding the 
heterogeneous nature of the forms which disability and discrimination take and to devote 
particular attention to raising awareness regarding the right of disabled children and young 
people to equality in education as a means of facilitating and supporting their full integration 
within society and with a view to furthering the development of cooperation at European level 
amongst education professionals who work with disabled children and young people, in order 
to improve the integration of pupils and students with specific needs within ordinary or 
specialist schools and in exchange programmes at Member-State and EU level.


