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PROPOSAL FOR A EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT DECISION

on a new Rule 204a of Parliament's Rules of Procedure on "Corrigenda"
(2005/2041(REG))

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the letter from its President dated 10 March 2005,

– having regard to Rules 201 and 202 of its Rules of Procedure,

– having regard to the report of the Committee on Constitutional Affairs (A6-0000/2007),

1. Decides to amend its Rules of Procedure as shown below;

2. Points out that the amendments will enter into force on the first day of the next part-
session;

3. Instructs its President to forward this decision to the Council and Commission, for 
information.

Present text Amendments

Amendment 1
Rule 204a (new)

Corrigenda

1. Where an error is identified in a text 
adopted by Parliament, a draft 
corrigendum shall be referred by the 
President to the committee responsible. 
2. Where an error is identified in a text 
adopted by Parliament and agreed with 
other institutions, the President shall seek
the agreement of those institutions on the 
necessary corrections before proceeding 
in accordance with paragraph one.
3. The committee responsible shall 
examine the draft corrigendum and 
submit it to Parliament if it is satisfied 
that an error has occurred which can be 
corrected in the proposed manner.
4. The corrigendum shall be announced 
at the next part-session. It shall be 
deemed approved unless, not later than 
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forty-eight hours after its 
announcement, a political group or at 
least forty Members request that it be put 
to the vote. If the corrigendum is not 
approved, it shall be referred back to the 
committee responsible which may propose 
a modified corrigendum or close the 
procedure. 
5. Approved corrigenda shall be published 
in the same way as the text to which they 
refer. Rules 66(3), 67 and 68 shall apply 
mutatis mutandis.
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

1. Background

Already before the elections to the European Parliament of June 2004, the Committee on 
Constitutional Affairs had been asked to examine whether it would be suitable to introduce 
into the Rules of Procedure specific provisions on the legal linguistic revision of texts, namely
with a view of the adoption of such texts in codecision at first reading, and on internal 
procedures for corrigenda in the context of codecision procedures.1

A draft report was presented to the committee dealing with the first question and suggesting to 
make provision for the possible postponement of the final vote in such circumstances. This 
draft report could not get to the plenary stage in time and therefore lapsed2.

One year later, the same two questions were referred to the committee again3.

As the question of legal-linguistic revision of texts under the codecision procedure had been 
already dealt with in a Joint Declaration of the Parliament, the Council and the Commission 
of 4 May 1999 on Practical Arrangements for the Codecision Procedure4 and as this 
interinstitutional agreement was to be revised anyway, the Committee on Constitutional 
Affairs decided to wait for the outcome of the negotiations before examining possible 
modifications to the Rules of Procedure.

As these negotiations have led to more detailed arrangements with regard to the legal-
linguistic finalisation of texts agreed at first or second reading or during conciliation,5

the first issue originally referred to the committee can be considered as being settled and not 
requiring changes in the Rules of Procedure, at least for the time being. This report therefore 
deals only with the second issue, the question of introducing provisions on the establishment 
of corrigenda. Parliament unlike the Council does up to now not have any provisions on the 
matter.6

2. The proposed rule 

Errors can occur in the parliamentary activities even if the services work with greatest care. In 
the legislative activity of the Union this is namely due to time pressure, the involvement of at 
least three institutions and the multiplicity of languages. The need for appropriate and legally 

  
1 Letter by President Cox to chairman Napolitano 201539 of 11 March 2004.
2 Draft report 2004/2027(REG) of 31 March 2004, Rapporteur Richard Corbett.
3 Letter by President Borrell Fontelles 201364 to Chairman Leinen of 10 March 2005.
4 Official Journal C 148 of 28.5.1999, p. 1.
5 See text resulting from the meeting at political level of 13 December 2006 pending its approval by the 
Conference of Presidents, points IV. 2. to 6.
6 The Council has models for the drafting of corrigenda in its collection of models of acts to be adopted by the 
Council of the European Union.
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sound procedures to correct errors is therefore undeniable. The Court of Justice has in a recent
ruling acknowledged the admissibility of and the need for corrigenda7.

The proposed new provision in the Rules of Procedure is intended to fill this gap. It is 
formulated broadly to cover all types of errors which may be more or less obvious, purely 
formal or linguistic, appear only in certain language versions or be of a more or less 
substantive nature. The proposed new provision covers legislative procedures where the need 
for the possibility of corrigenda is the most prominent, but covers also the non-legislative 
activities of Parliament and the conclusion of interinstitutional agreements.

The process leading to the adoption of a corrigendum is suggested to be divided between the 
President, the committee which was responsible for the text in which the error has been 
detected and Parliament at plenary stage.

The President is in charge of ensuring that the proceedings of Parliament are properly 
conducted and that texts adopted are in conformity with the Rules (Rule 19). The President in 
legislative procedures under codecision of Parliament and Council is held further to check 
texts agreed with the Council with a view to their joint adoption (Rule 66) and to sign them 
together with the President-in-Office of the Council before their publication in the Official 
Journal of the European Union. The President, assisted by the Secretary-General, is therefore 
best placed within the institutional set up of Parliament to initiate the correction of an error.

For the sake of transparency and political accountability however the political body from 
which the text which is at stake stems from, the "committee responsible", has to be involved 
in an adequate manner. It will have to assess the kind of error and whether it can be corrected 
in the proposed manner. It might in some cases even come to the conclusion that there is not a 
case for a corrigendum but for a formal legislative proposal by the Commission. 

In order to be accountable to Parliament as institution, there has to be some form of 
confirmation of a corrigendum at plenary stage. This necessity has to be balanced with the 
requirement not to overload Parliament's agenda and namely its voting hours. The solution 
proposed here is used in similar form in other instances in the Rules as for example the 
election of Members of committees (Rule 177(3)) or the production of interpretations of the 
Rules (Rule 201).

  
7 Judgement of the Court of 12 December 206 in Case C-380/03,Federal Republic of Germany against European 
Parliament and Council of the European Union, paragraphs 126 and 127.


