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PROPOSAL FOR A EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT DECISION

on amendment of Rule 201 of Parliament's Rules of Procedure on application or 
interpretation of the Rules of Procedure
(2006/2192(REG))

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the proposal for amendment of its Rules of Procedure (B6-0166/2006),

– having regard to Rules 201 and 202 of its Rules of Procedure,

– having regard to the report of the Committee on Constitutional Affairs (A6-0000/2007),

1. Decides to amend its Rules of Procedure as shown below;

2. Points out that the amendments will enter into force on the first day of the next part-
session;

3. Instructs its President to forward this decision to the Council and Commission, for 
information.

Present text Amendments

Amendment 1
Rule 201, paragraph 1

1. Should doubt arise over the application 
or interpretation of these Rules of 
Procedure, the President may, without 
prejudice to any previous decisions in this 
field, refer the matter to the committee 
responsible for examination. 

1. Should doubt arise over the application 
or interpretation of these Rules of 
Procedure, the President may refer the 
matter to the committee responsible for 
examination. 

Where a point of order is raised under 
Rule 166, the President may also refer the 
matter to the committee responsible.

Committee chairs may do so where such a 
doubt arises in the course of the 
committee's work and is related to it.
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

The chairman of the Committee on legal affairs, Giuseppe Gargani, made on 9.3.2006 a 
proposal to amend Rule 201, Application of the Rules of Procedure, with a view to allowing 
committee chairmen to refer under certain conditions questions of interpretation of the Rules 
of Procedure to the committee responsible for the Rules in order to get an authoritative 
guidance for the future. Till now only the President of Parliament has this power. 

As Mr. Gargani rightly points out, the committee chairs are constantly required to apply and 
therefore interpret the Rules of Procedure in the course of the exercise of their duties. Part of 
this reality is reflected in Rule 186 which declares a large number of Rules concerning 
plenary sittings applicable in committee. One of the provisions declared applicable, Rule 
166(5), gives the chairman of a committee already now the possibility to refer a matter which 
was raised as a point of order to the committee responsible. But this possibility is limited to 
questions arising in connection with committee sittings whereas the need for a clarification of 
the Rules often arises with regard to other questions like the cooperation between committees, 
the respective roles of the Parliament at plenary stage and the parliamentary committees etc.

The adequate solution to the problem appears to be to give the committee chairs, by an 
amendment to Rule 201 as proposed with this report, a more general power to seek for an 
interpretation of the Rules. This power would be restricted to questions which arise in the 
course of the committee's work and are related to it. The general power of the President under 
this Rule would not be put into question.

On the same occasion, the wording of Rule 201 could be improved under two aspects:

The existing second subparagraph of paragraph 1 could be deleted because it is redundant 
with Rule 166(5) third sentence which has exactly the same object and effect.

The phrase" without prejudice to any previous decisions in this field" does not seem to be 
necessary because it goes without saying that previous decisions taken by the President when 
applying the Rules are not affected in their validity by an interpretation which is given later. 
This idea is expressed in the same Rule in paragraph 6 in the following terms: "Interpretations 
shall constitute precedents for the future application and interpretation of the Rules 
concerned." (underlining by the author).
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PROPOSAL FOR AMENDMENT OF PARLIAMENT'S RULES OF PROCEDURE
(B6-0166/2006)

pursuant to Rule 202 of the Rules of Procedure

by Giuseppe Gargani

Amendment of Rule 201

PARLIAMENT'S RULES OF PROCEDURE

Present text Amendments

Amendment 1
Rule 201, paragraph 1 a (new)

1a. Committee chairmen may refer to the 
committee responsible matters concerning 
the interpretation of these Rules of 
Procedure which arise in connection with 
the exercise by the committees of the 
powers and responsibilities granted to them 
by these Rules of Procedure.

Or. fr

Justification

The committee and delegation chairmen are required to apply and interpret the Rules of 
Procedure when performing their duties. Accordingly, they should have the right to refer to 
the competent body, the Committee on Constitutional Affairs, matters arising in connection 
with the exercise by the committees and delegations of the powers and responsibilities 
granted to them by the Rules of Procedure. Such a measure would help to guarantee 
uniformity in the application of the Rules of Procedure and legal certainty within 
Parliament's internal system of rules.

Moreover, a precedent for this proposal can be found in Rule 166 of the Rules of Procedure, 
which, pursuant to Rule 186, is applicable in committee. Paragraph 5 of that rule, which 
concerns points of order, stipulates that 'the President may refer the matter to the committee 
responsible'.
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