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Symbols for procedures

* Consultation procedure
majority of the votes cast

**I Cooperation procedure (first reading)
majority of the votes cast

**II Cooperation procedure (second reading)
majority of the votes cast, to approve the common  position
majority of Parliament’s component Members, to reject or amend 
the common position

*** Assent procedure
majority of Parliament’s component Members except  in cases 
covered by Articles 105, 107, 161 and 300 of the EC Treaty and 
Article 7 of the EU Treaty

***I Codecision procedure (first reading)
majority of the votes cast

***II Codecision procedure (second reading)
majority of the votes cast, to approve the common position
majority of Parliament’s component Members, to reject or amend 
the common position

***III Codecision procedure (third reading)
majority of the votes cast, to approve the joint text

(The type of procedure depends on the legal basis proposed by the 
Commission.)

Amendments to a legislative text

In amendments by Parliament, amended text is highlighted in bold italics. 
Highlighting in normal italics is an indication for the relevant departments 
showing parts of the legislative text for which a correction is proposed, to 
assist preparation of the final text (for instance, obvious errors or omissions 
in a given language version). These suggested corrections are subject to the 
agreement of the departments concerned.
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DRAFT EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION

on the proposal for a decision of the European Parliament and of the Council on the 
Community Statistical Programme 2008 to 2012
(COM(2006)0687 – C6-0427/2006 – 2006/0229(COD))

(Codecision procedure: first reading)

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the Commission proposal to the European Parliament and the Council 
(COM(2006)0687)1,

– having regard to Article 251(2) and Articles 285 of the EC Treaty, pursuant to which the 
Commission submitted the proposal to Parliament (C6-0427/2006),

– having regard to Rule 51 of its Rules of Procedure,

– having regard to the report of the Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs and the 
opinions of the Committee on Budgets, the Committee on Employment and Social 
Affairs, the Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection, the Committee 
on Regional Development, the Committee on Legal Affairs, and the Committee on Civil 
Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (A6-0000/2007),

1. Approves the Commission proposal as amended;

2. Calls on the Commission to refer the matter to Parliament again if it intends to amend the 
proposal substantially or replace it with another text;

3. Instructs its President to forward its position to the Council and Commission.

Text proposed by the Commission Amendments by Parliament

Amendment 1
Article 6, paragraph 1

1. During the third year of implementation 
of the programme, the Commission shall 
prepare an intermediate progress report and 
present it to the Statistical Programme 
Committee.

1. During the third year of implementation 
of the programme, the Commission shall 
prepare an intermediate progress report and 
present it to the Statistical Programme 
Committee and the European Parliament. 
Such review shall include
a) if appropriate, a proposal by the 
Commission to bring the cycle for the 
production of the Community Statistical 

  
1 Not yet published in OJ.
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Programme into line with the European 
Parliament's election cycle by 2014 and in 
accordance with any future modification
of EC Treaty;
b) an analysis of the competitive effects on 
SME's brought about by the proposed 
cuts in the administrative burden, 
particularly with reference to 
INTRASTAT data supply, proposed in 
Commission Communication  on 
reduction of the response burden, 
simplification, and priority-setting in the 
field of Community statistics;
c) special attention shall be paid as part of 
the intended review to the issue of 
necessary datasets, tools and 
methodologies which will serve as the 
basis for the production of unbiased and 
objective analysis of the social and 
economic impacts of important areas 
which are in need of constant monitoring 
and review such as the Financial 
Perspectives, due implementation of the 
Directive2006/123/EC of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 12 
December 2006 on services in the internal 
market1, the Common Agricultural Policy
and Stability and Growth Pact;
d) new policy areas such as innovation, 
energy, migration and fiscal data supply 
should be incorporated in the intended 
statistical review in 2010 to produce an 
unbiased objective dataset serving as a 
basis for evaluating developments in the 
new areas in question;
e) financial burden-sharing between EU 
and Member States budgets related to the 
implementation of the programme as well 
as the institution capacities of the 
Member States should also be duly 
analysed taking into account the interests
of the Member States that acceded to the 
European Union in 2004 and 2007.
_________
1 OJ L 376, 27.12.2006, p. 36.
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

1. BACKGROUND

The proposed five-year programme for 2008 - 2012 is the seventh successive medium-term 
programme of work prepared by Eurostat. The aim of each programme has been to provide an 
overview of the strategies, priorities and work plans foreseen for each planning period. The 
current plan, relating to 2003 - 2007, was initiated by Decision 2367/2002/EC of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 16 December 2002. The five-year programmes are 
supported by annual programmes which provide more detailed work objectives for each year.

The Council Regulation (EC) No 322/971 on Community Statistics requires the preparation of 
a Community statistical programme 'which defines the approaches, the main fields and the 
objectives of the actions envisaged for a period not exceeding five years'.

The proposed decision is now subject to co-decision under Article 285 of the European 
Community Treaty.

2. THE PRESENTATION OF THE PROGRAMME

The Explanatory Memorandum of the Commission's proposal contains general observations 
concerning the programme. The document is organised in the same way as the previous 
programme submitted to Parliament and consists of the following elements:

(a) Explanatory Memorandum;

An explanation of the background of the current proposal;

(b) Judicial act

The essential elements within the legal framework;

(c) Annex 1: Approaches

Priorities and the way in which the Commission intends to manage the annual 
operational programmes;

(d) Annex II: Objectives and actions

Following a section on Cross-sectional Statistical Activities in support of the overall 
Community policy priorities is found a description of the statistical work proposed by the 
report in respect of each of the 20 'titles' of the Treaty.. For each 'title' the Annex provides a 
description of the work to be carried out under the headings of Legal Framework, Current 
Situation and the Main Initiatives foreseen for 2008 - 2012.

  
1 OJ L 52, 22.2.1997, p. 1.
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(e) Financial statement

This contains a tabular summary of the main aspects of the programme and the allocation of 
the resources proposed by year and type of resource. This is accompanied by a text which, 
amongst others things, addresses the questions of monitoring and evaluation, as well as anti 
fraud measures. 

3. The rapporteur's comments

Your rapporteur by and large endorses the proposals by the Commission. However, he 
proposes amendments:

Article 3.1 of Council Regulation 322/1997 requires that the span of the Community 
Statistical Programme shall not exceed five years. At present the cycle for the production of 
the Community Statistical Programme does not follow the legislative cycle of either the 
European Parliament or the Commission. It is therefore proposed that as part of the intended 
review in 2010 as specified in the Council Regulation 322/1997 the Commission shall bring 
forth proposals to bring the two cycles in line from 2014. This proposal accords with the 
European Parliament's desire to bring the legislative cycle in line with the budgetary cycle.

It is necessary to ensure that the complex dataset produced by the Community Statistical 
Programme remains relevant and coherent, and to ensure that the red tape associated with its 
collection does not become an administrative burden, particularly to SME's, as this would run 
counter to the Lisbon Strategy and the intention of the  generic reduction in red tape of 25% 
agreed by Member States. It is therefore imperative that the proposals in the Commission 
communication on 'reduction of the response burden, simplification, and priority setting in the 
field of statistics' be implemented in a timely fashion. It is therefore proposed that the 
intended review in 2010 evaluate the competitive effects on SME's brought about by these 
proposed cuts in the administrative burden related to statistics (COM 2006) 693) particularly 
with reference to INTRASTAT data supply.

Moreover he makes the following observations:

Bearing in mind the intention agreed at the EU Summit in December 2005 to adopt a solution 
to the constitutional impasse by June 2009 it will be necessary on the occasion of the 
proposed three year review in 2010 to adjust the sectoral breakdown of the task lists ('titles') 
in Annex II as these are presently based on those in the Nice Treaty.

NACE 2 will replace NACE 1 by 2008. However, it will not be adopted by National 
Statistical Authorities in full until 2011. The need for parallel running of systems will place a 
budgetary burden on National Statistical Authorities until coherent and consistent statistical 
accounting is achieved. The operation of parallel systems would be very costly, particularly 
for newly admitted Member States.

As part of the review in 2010 the Commission should address the question of the necessary 
datasets, tools and methodologies which will serve as the basis for the production of unbiased 
and objective analysis of the social and economic impacts of important areas which are in 
need of constant monitoring and reviewing such as the Financial Perspective, due 
implementation of the Service Directive and the reform of the Common Agricultural Policy.
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The 2010 review should give a detailed analysis of the burden-sharing of the programme 
between EU budget and the Member States, particularly in the case of the recently acceded 
States.

New policy areas such as innovation, energy, migration and fiscal data supply should be 
incorporated in the intended statistical review in 2010 to enable the production of an unbiased 
and objective dataset, serving as a basis for evaluating developments in the areas in question.


