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Symbols for procedures

* Consultation procedure
majority of the votes cast

**I Cooperation procedure (first reading)
majority of the votes cast

**II Cooperation procedure (second reading)
majority of the votes cast, to approve the common  position
majority of Parliament’s component Members, to reject or amend 
the common position

*** Assent procedure
majority of Parliament’s component Members except  in cases 
covered by Articles 105, 107, 161 and 300 of the EC Treaty and 
Article 7 of the EU Treaty

***I Codecision procedure (first reading)
majority of the votes cast

***II Codecision procedure (second reading)
majority of the votes cast, to approve the common position
majority of Parliament’s component Members, to reject or amend 
the common position

***III Codecision procedure (third reading)
majority of the votes cast, to approve the joint text

(The type of procedure depends on the legal basis proposed by the 
Commission.)

Amendments to a legislative text

In amendments by Parliament, amended text is highlighted in bold italics. 
Highlighting in normal italics is an indication for the relevant departments 
showing parts of the legislative text for which a correction is proposed, to 
assist preparation of the final text (for instance, obvious errors or omissions 
in a given language version). These suggested corrections are subject to the 
agreement of the departments concerned.
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DRAFT EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION

on the proposal for a directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending 
Council Directive 96/22/EC concerning the prohibition on the use in stockfarming of 
certain substances having a hormonal or thyreostatic action and of beta-agonists
(COM(2007)0292 – C6-0154/2007 – 2007/0102(COD))

(Codecision procedure: first reading)

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the Commission proposal to the European Parliament and the Council 
(COM(2007)0292),

– having regard to Articles 251(2) and 152(4)(b) of the EC Treaty, pursuant to which the 
Commission submitted the proposal to Parliament (C6-0154/2007),

– having regard to Rule 51 of its Rules of Procedure,

– having regard to the report of the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food 
Safety and the opinion of the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development
(A6-0000/2008),

1. Approves the Commission proposal as amended;

2. Calls on the Commission to refer the matter to Parliament again if it intends to amend the 
proposal substantially or replace it with another text;

3. Instructs its President to forward its position to the Council and Commission.

Text proposed by the Commission Amendments by Parliament

Amendment 1
RECITAL 8 A (new)

(8a) Proper compliance with the relevant 
legislation and the elimination of 
inappropriate use of unauthorised 
substances can be enhanced by means of 
objective information and awareness 
campaigns.

Justification

By conducting information campaigns addressed to the relevant groups of citizens, 
inappropriate or illegal use of substances can partially be avoided.
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Amendment 2
ARTICLE 1, POINT 1 A (new)

Article 4, point 2 (i) (Directive 96/22/EC) 

(1a) In Article 4, point 2(i) is replaced by 
the following:
"(i) allyl trenbolone, administered orally, 
or beta-agonists to equidae, provided they 
are used in accordance with the 
manufacturer's instructions;"

Justification

Since pets have been taken out of the scope of this directive (see Article 2) they should not be 
mentioned for reasons of coherence.

Amendment 3
ARTICLE 1, POINT 5 A (new)

Article 11 b (new) (Directive 96/22/EC)

(5a) The following Article 11b is inserted:
"Article 11b

The Commission, in collaboration with 
the Member States, shall set up an 
information and awareness campaign on 
the complete ban on the use of oestradiol 
17 ß in food producing animals, aimed at
farmers and veterinary organisations in 
the EU as well as the relevant 
organisations outside the EU which are 
directly or indirectly involved in the 
export to the EU of food of animal origin 
falling within the scope of this Directive."

Justification

By conducting information campaigns addressed to the relevant groups of citizens, 
inappropriate or illegal use of substances can partially be avoided.

Amendment 4
ARTICLE 2, PARAGRAPH 1

Member States shall bring into force the 
laws, regulations and administrative 
provisions necessary to comply with this 

Member States shall bring into force the 
laws, regulations and administrative 
provisions necessary to comply with this 
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Directive by [1 July 2007] at the latest. 
They shall forthwith communicate to the 
Commission the text of those provisions 
and a correlation table between those 
provisions and this Directive.

Directive by [1 July 2008] at the latest. 
They shall forthwith communicate to the 
Commission the text of those provisions 
and a correlation table between those 
provisions and this Directive.

Justification

2008 seems to be a realistic date for the entry into force of the modifications.
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

Introduction:

- In Directive 96/22/EC  the use of thyrostatic substances, stilbenes, stilbene derivatives, 
their salts and esters which are on list A of Annex II is prohibited for "animals of all 
species", meaning for both animals or animal products used for human consumption as 
well as pets.

- The two products on list B in Annex II can be used under certain conditions:

 for oestradiol 17 ß and its ester-like derivatives these conditions are set out in Article 5a 
  beta agonists can only be used in the cases mentioned in Art 4,par 2 

2.  The proposed modification.

   The Commission proposes:

- to exclude pet animals from the scope of this directive, which means that prohibitions for 
the use of certain substances simply do not apply anymore to them;

- the hormone oestradiol 17 ß which was temporarily allowed to be used for farm animals 
for the treatment of foetus maceration or mummification or for pyrometer (Art 5, a) will 
now be banned completely. The fourth application for oestrus induction in cattle, horses, 
sheep or goats had been granted only until October 2006 and had already expired. 

The reasons behind these proposed modifications are the following:

 pet animals suffering f. ex. from hyperthyroidism could not be treated because of the 
general ban on thyrostatic substances .There might be other examples of diseases 
affecting pets and which could not be treated because of a general ban of one of these 
substances. Taking out pet animals from the scope of this directive will allow them to be 
treated properly and will enhance animal welfare.

 for the use of oestradiol 17 ß ,which as recent evidence suggests, is now to be 
considered as a complete carcinogen, alternatives now exist on the market so that the 
use of this hormone is redundant and can  be banned completely.

3. Some considerations:

There could be an illegal use of some substances which are used and authorised for pets but
not for farm animals. As the Commission points out  experience with such category of  
substances do not form a major problem for the quality of the products of  farm animals 
because the presentation (in very small packages ) and the price for such medicines is such as 
to make illegal use unlikely and very unattractive .

The existence of alternatives for the use of oestradiol 17 ß, namely prostaglandin, is not 



PR\702175EN.doc 9/9 PE400.330v01-00

EN

always sufficiently known amongst primarily the generation of elder veterinarians.
An information campaign would be appropriate now when legislation changes and becomes 
more compulsory, in order to prevent or reduce unnecessary misuse of substances. 


	702175en.doc

