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Symbols for procedures

* Consultation procedure
majority of the votes cast

**I Cooperation procedure (first reading)
majority of the votes cast

**II Cooperation procedure (second reading)
majority of the votes cast, to approve the common  position
majority of Parliament’s component Members, to reject or amend 
the common position

*** Assent procedure
majority of Parliament’s component Members except  in cases 
covered by Articles 105, 107, 161 and 300 of the EC Treaty and 
Article 7 of the EU Treaty

***I Codecision procedure (first reading)
majority of the votes cast

***II Codecision procedure (second reading)
majority of the votes cast, to approve the common position
majority of Parliament’s component Members, to reject or amend 
the common position

***III Codecision procedure (third reading)
majority of the votes cast, to approve the joint text

(The type of procedure depends on the legal basis proposed by the 
Commission.)

Amendments to a legislative text

In amendments by Parliament, amended text is highlighted in bold italics. 
Highlighting in normal italics is an indication for the relevant departments 
showing parts of the legislative text for which a correction is proposed, to 
assist preparation of the final text (for instance, obvious errors or omissions 
in a given language version). These suggested corrections are subject to the 
agreement of the departments concerned.
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DRAFT EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION

on the proposal for a decision of the European Parliament and of the Council amending 
Council Directives 76/768/EEC, 88/378/EEC, 1999/13/EC and Directives 2000/53/EC, 
2002/96/EC and 2004/42/EC in order to adapt them to Regulation (EC) … on 
Classification, Labelling and Packaging of Substances and Mixtures, and amending 
Directive 67/548/EEC and Regulation (EC) No 1907/2006
(COM(2007)0611 – C6-0347/2007 – 2007/0212(COD))

(Codecision procedure: first reading)

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the Commission proposal to the European Parliament and the Council 
(COM(2007)0611),

– having regard to Articles 251(2), 95 and 175(1) of the EC Treaty, pursuant to which the 
Commission submitted the proposal to Parliament (C6-0347/2007),

– having regard to Rule 51 of its Rules of Procedure,

– having regard to the report of the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food 
Safety and the opinion of the Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection
(A6-0000/2008),

1. Approves the Commission proposal;

2. Calls on the Commission to refer the matter to Parliament again if it intends to amend its 
proposal substantially or replace it with another text;

3. Instructs its President to forward its position to the Council and Commission.
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

The United Nations Economic and Social Council adopted in 2003 a Globally Harmonised 
System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals (GHS), in order to facilitate global trade 
in chemicals by introducing a common system for hazard communication. The World Summit 
on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg encouraged countries to implement it without 
delay and have it fully operational by the end of 2008. 

The overall aim of harmonising the classification and labelling of hazardous chemicals is to 
improve the level of protection of human health and the environment throughout the world. 

Implementing the GHS in the EU requires certain changes to the existing legislation. A 
proposal for a Regulation on the classification, labelling and packaging of substances and 
mixtures and amending Directive 67/548/EEC and Regulation (EC) No 1907/2006 will be the 
vehicle for bringing the principles of GHS into the European legislation while largely building 
on the existing EU system. This proposal is accompanied by two other proposals on 
downstream legislation - a proposal amending the regulation on detergents and another 
proposal amending directives on cosmetics, toys, emissions of volatile organic compounds 
(VOCs), end-of-life vehicles and waste electrical and electronic equipment (WEEE).

For amending the six directives, the Commission has chosen a Decision as a legal instrument. 
The directives have already been transposed into Member States' legislation and their legal 
nature will not be affected by the new regulation. The amendments to the directives must 
again be transposed into national legislation in due course. 

The Commission proposal

Changes proposed by the Commission to downstream acts are fairly limited. They mainly 
adapt provisions, which refer to classification of substances in the six directives, to 
correspond to the 'main' regulation on classification, labelling and packaging of substances 
and mixtures, without adding other elements. Where necessary, they adapt the existing 
provisions to the new terminology resulting from the new criteria and the new hazard 
statements. The term 'mixture' is introduced to replace the term 'preparation' in all provisions. 
References to testing methods are also updated in line with REACH (Regulation 1907(2006)). 

Your rapporteur does not propose any amendments to the proposal for Decision at this point, 
but reserves a right to reconsider her position at later stages of the legislative procedure.
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