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Introduction

The fourth meeting of the EU-Republic of Kyrgyzstan Parliamentary Cooperation Committee 
was held in Strasbourg on 19 and 20 November 2003.

The meeting provided members of the Kyrgyz Parliament delegation with the opportunity to 
talk to their counterparts from the European Parliament delegation, as well as to representatives 
of several political groups.

As at previous meetings, the agenda enabled the two parties to discuss, in a frank, friendly and 
constructive manner, the development of their bilateral relations and a range of more general 
questions on security and political stability in Kyrgyzstan and neighbouring Central Asian 
countries, the means to fight poverty, illegal arms and drug trafficking, money laundering and 
security questions related in particular to the threat posed by fundamentalist extremism.

Once again, these annual meetings have proved to be an invaluable means of deepening the 
political dialogue between the two sides, as the minutes of the meeting confirm.

In contrast to the third meeting, held in Bishkek in early October 2002, shortly after Kyrgyzstan 
had experienced a period of particular unrest, the fourth meeting took place against the 
background of a more normal political situation in Kyrgyzstan, following the constitutional 
referendum of February 2003 and the announcement by President Akayev that he would not 
seek a further term of office at the presidential elections scheduled for 2005.

The European Parliament delegation welcomed the fact that the violence that had led in 2002 to 
the deaths of several demonstrators following clashes with the police had abated in 2003 and 
that progress had been made towards instigating a political dialogue, which, while imperfect, 
nevertheless involved the various sectors of political life in the country, regardless of their 
ideological differences and of the traditional rivalry between the north and the south of the 
country.

I. Economic and social situation

The normalisation of the country’s political life has been facilitated by a noticeable 
improvement in Kyrgyzstan’s economic situation. The country’s growth rate in 2002 was over 
2 %.

The policy of privatisation and liberalisation of the Kyrgyz economy has continued. In contrast 
to the situation in the majority of neighbouring countries, the right to own private property and 
land is enshrined in the Kyrgyz Constitution. Privatisation has, according to our Kyrgyz 
counterparts, encouraged the development of agriculture and brought about a significant rise in 
agricultural production.

Despite this progress, the country’s economy (Kyrgyzstan is the only country in the region to be 
a member of the WTO) remains fragile and overly dependent on certain export goods (gold, 
nonferrous minerals and cotton).

The members of the Kyrgyz delegation welcomed EU financial and technical aid to their 
country, particularly the TACIS programme. However, they wanted the action taken as part of 
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the programme to correspond better to the priorities laid down by the Kyrgyz Government and 
for the nature of such action to be finalised in closer cooperation with the Kyrgyz Government 
and the various local authorities involved.

The fight against poverty, which continues to afflict too many people in Kyrgyzstan, is a priority 
objective for the Government. Although some progress has been made, the low standard of 
living in the country, particularly in the south, represents a serious bar to the development of a 
pluralist, democratic society.

The state of health of the Kyrgyz, while relatively good compared with the country’s 
neighbours, is adversely affected by damage to the environment, particularly damage caused by 
uranium mining.

Health system reforms carried out over recent years have led to the introduction of a pay-as-
you-go medical system, which exacerbates inequality, despite the measures introduced to 
support the very poorest. Hospitals suffer from a crippling lack of suitable equipment.

It is clear that such a situation cannot but have an effect on the country’s political situation, and 
the Kyrgyz delegation is acutely aware of this. The democratisation of Kyrgyz society, which 
remains Kyrgyzstan’s highest priority, has lost momentum or may even have been jeopardised 
by the consequences of the fall in the average level of the standard of living recorded since 
independence in 1991.

II. Kyrgyzstan and international relations

Evidence shows that poverty is the best breeding ground for the terrorism and religious 
fundamentalism threatening the entire region.

Often described after independence as the ‘Switzerland of Central Asia’, Kyrgyzstan has twice 
been a transit zone for terrorist groups travelling from neighbouring Afghanistan towards 
Uzbekistan.

This situation has given rise to border tensions between the two countries, with the Uzbek 
authorities deciding to mine the border, and has hindered cooperation between the countries of 
Central Asia; such cooperation is necessary, however, to ensure the success of development 
projects involving the entire region.

Conscious of its military weakness and the risks it faces as a country situated in an area that is 
both politically sensitive and susceptible to the call of militant Islamism, Kyrgyzstan has 
become directly involved in the fight against terrorism led by the USA and several Western 
countries.

Making available the Manas air base, near Bishkek, to these countries to use in their military 
intervention in Afghanistan serves as undeniable evidence of Kyrgyzstan’s commitment.

In parallel, Kyrgyzstan has developed friendly relations with most of its neighbours, particularly 
the People’s Republic of China (following the signature of a treaty fixing the border between the 
two countries), and with the Russian Federation.
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Relations with the Russian Federation are good, as illustrated by President Putin’s visit to 
Kyrgyzstan and the recent establishment of a Russian air base on Kyrgyz territory.

The benefits Kyrgyzstan gains from its position of huge strategic importance bordering 
Afghanistan have enabled the country to improve its standing on the international political 
scene.

With access to significant natural resources, particularly water, which is a rare and therefore 
valuable commodity in Central Asia, Kyrgyzstan has declared its readiness to develop trade with 
its neighbours and to cooperate with them on projects that go beyond the purely national sphere.

The EU is aware of the obligation that the countries of Central Asia are under to integrate their 
economies further, and, with this in mind, the EU is now directing the bulk of its aid towards 
projects that seek to meet this need, a move which is to be welcomed.

III. Efforts towards democratisation of Kyrgyz society

The Kyrgyz delegation reiterated throughout the meeting their country’s stated, irreversible 
commitment to creating a democratic, pluralist society.

From the EU’s point of view, we know that it is not always clear that this commitment of 
principle is being translated into daily reality.

The recent European Parliament resolution, adopted on 23 October 2003, on the situation in 
Turkmenistan and Central Asia draws particular attention to, among other things, the 
persecution of journalists in Kyrgyzstan and the pressure exerted on press freedom by the 
powers that be. The resolution calls for the release of a number of prisoners who were jailed on 
the basis of trials of questionable impartiality.

The Kyrgyz delegation is aware of the mistakes and abuses that may have been committed by 
Kyrgyzstan on human rights and public freedoms. They assured members of the European 
Parliament delegation that lessons had been learned, and they restated clearly that effective 
democratisation of their society was the foundation on which the economic development and 
modernisation of Kyrgyzstan would be based.

The Kyrgyz delegation cited several examples of how Kyrgyzstan’s democratic foundations 
have been strengthened: the rebalancing of powers, following the constitutional reforms 
approved in 2003 by the President and Parliament; the involvement of Parliament in appointing 
judges; and the creation of the post of Ombudsman, who will act in total independence and who 
will be given a sufficient budget. These represent a great many undeniable signs of their 
commitment to democracy.

The European Parliament delegation had organised a meeting in February 2003 involving 
members of the Government and representatives of Kyrgyz majority and opposition parties to 
debate the situation in Kyrgyzstan and the conditions in which the effective democratisation of 
Kyrgyz society could take place.
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The fact that this meeting took place, despite the natural differences that arise between the 
majority and representatives of the opposition, and the fact that it enabled all the parties 
represented to find an area of minimum agreement on the political principles that should serve 
as the basis for Kyrgyz democracy, gives cause for relative optimism about the future of the 
country.

This assessment is confirmed by a press release published after the fifth EU/Kyrgyzstan
Cooperation Council on 22 July 2003 and by the conclusions adopted unanimously following 
the fourth meeting of the Parliamentary Cooperation Committee (see annex). Both documents 
bear witness to a feeling that Kyrgyzstan has, thankfully, managed to overcome the grave 
difficulties that confronted it in 2002 and that, over the coming years, it can once more become 
what it was during the first few years after independence: a reference point for democratisation 
in a region of the world where the path to democracy is encountering some serious structural 
difficulties, resulting in large part from the centuries-old legacy of an often tragic history.
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Annex I

EU-KYRGYZSTAN
PARLIAMENTARY COOPERATION COMMITTEE

FOURTH MEETING

FINAL DECLARATION
(adopted unanimously by the members of the two delegations 

on 19 November 2003 in Strasbourg)

The fourth meeting of the EU-Kyrgyzstan Parliamentary Cooperation Committee was held in 
Strasbourg on 19-20 November 2003.

The meeting provided an opportunity for the two parties to discuss various aspects of their 
bilateral relations in a constructive, open and friendly atmosphere. The parties particularly 
welcomed the effective implementation of the provisions of the EU-Kyrgyzstan Partnership and 
Cooperation Agreement, which came into force on 1 July 1999, and the positive outcome of the 
fifth meeting of the Cooperation Council, held in Brussels on 22 July 2003.

The two parties noted in particular the measures taken by the Kyrgyz authorities to combat the 
poverty which still affected an overly large proportion of the country's population.

The European Parliament delegation welcomed the generally positive developments which had 
occurred in Kyrgyzstan during 2003 with regard to political life, and which had resulted in a 
return to a more stable political situation and an end to the unrest and violence which had been a 
feature of most of 2002.

The two parties welcomed the development of cooperation between the European Union and 
Kyrgyzstan on the fight against illegal trafficking in drugs, arms and people and against 
organised crime, and also welcomed the major role played by Kyrgyzstan in the international 
fight against terrorism. 

They also noted with satisfaction the increased amount of EU aid allocated to Central Asia, as 
well as the increased efficiency of measures undertaken in the framework of Community 
programmes, particularly the TACIS programme. They expressed the hope that regular 
consultation would take place between officials of the European Union, the Kyrgyz Parliament 
and the local authorities in Kyrgyzstan on the content of this programme.
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Finally, the two delegations reiterated their belief that the structural problems facing Central 
Asia could only be resolved at regional level. They expressed their hope that there would 
therefore be a significant increase in inter-state cooperation in this region of the world, and 
noted that this goal is a priority for EU aid to the region.
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Annex II
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

EUROPEAN UNION – REPUBLIC OF KYRGYZSTAN
PARLIAMENTARY COOPERATION COMMITTEE

Fourth meeting

on Wednesday 19 and Thursday 20 November 2003
in

STRASBOURG

SDM-S7

AGENDA

1. Opening of the meeting and introductory speeches by the two Co-Chairmen of the 
Parliamentary Cooperation Committee and Council and Commission representatives

2. Approval of the minutes of the third meeting of the EU-Kyrgyzstan Parliamentary 
Cooperation Committee (Bishkek, 3-4 October 2002) (PE 337.463)

3. Exchange of views on the development of relations between Kyrgyzstan and the 
European Union since the third meeting of the EU-Kyrgyzstan Parliamentary 
Cooperation Committee, in particular with regard to economic and financial matters

4. Exchange of views on developments in the political situation in Kyrgyzstan since the 
third meeting of the Parliamentary Cooperation Committee as regards democratisation, 
freedom of the media, respect for human rights and civil liberties, and political and 
institutional developments in the European Union

5. Exchange of views on ways of providing EU technical aid for Kyrgyzstan and its 
effectiveness

6. Cooperation mechanisms between the two parties in respect of exchanges of 
information on crime and extradition, money laundering, and combating terrorism and 
drug trafficking

7. Exchange of views on the political situation in Central Asia and inter-state cooperation 
in the region

8. Any other business

9. Date and place of the fifth meeting of the EU-Kyrgyzstan Parliamentary Cooperation 
Committee in 2004

Brussels, 14 October 2003
DQ/nd



CR/516696FR.doc 9/12 PE 337.494

Annex III

PARLEMENT EUROPÉEN
Délégations aux commissions parlementaires de coopération UE-Kazakhstan, UE-Kirghizistan 
et UE-Ouzbékistan et délégation pour les relations avec le Tadjikistan, le Turkménistan et la 

Mongolie

IVe COMMISSION PARLEMENTAIRE DE COOPÉRATION
UE-KIRGHIZISTAN 

Mercredi 19 et jeudi 20 novembre 2003
Strasbourg

PROGRAMME

Lundi 17 novembre 2003

Arrivée de la délégation kirghize par le train de Paris
transfert vers l'hôtel

Ibis Strasbourg Pont de l'Europe
59, route du Rhin

67000 STRASBOURG 
Tél. : +33 3 88 60 10 52
Fax : +33 3 88 60 22 77

Mardi 18 novembre 2003

Mercredi 19 novembre 2003

12h30 Départ de l'hôtel pour le Parlement européen

13h15 Déjeuner offert par M. Richard BALFE, questeur, au nom de M. Pat COX, Président 
du Parlement européen, en l'honneur de la délégation kirghize

Salle privée
Restaurant des députés

Bâtiment LOW

15h15 Première séance de travail de la IVe CPC UE/Kirghizistan

Salle SDM 7
Bâtiment Salvador de Madriaga

tél.: +33 3 88 17 2707
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18h00 Fin de la première séance de travail

18h30 Transfert vers l'hôtel

19h15 Départ de l'hôtel 

20h00 Dîner offert par M. Antonio Di Pietro, Président des délégations aux commissions 
parlementaires de coopération et de la délégation pour les relations avec le 
Kazakhstan, le Kirghizistan, l'Ouzbékistan, le Tadjikistan, le Turkménistan et la 
Mongolie

Restaurant Kammerzell
16 place de la Cathédrale

67000 STRASBOURG
Tél. : +33 3 88 32 42 14

Jeudi 20 novembre 2003

08h30 Départ de l'hôtel pour le Parlement européen

Rencontres avec les groupes politiques

Salle SDM 7
Bâtiment Salvador de Madriaga

tél.: +33 3 88 17 2707

09h15 Représentants du groupe PPE-DE 
10h00 Représentants du groupe PSE
10h30 Représentants du groupe ELDR 
11h00 Représentants du groupe UEN

12h00 Présence à la séance plénière du Parlement européen (galerie des officiels) 
Accueil de la délégation par le Président

12h30 Déjeuner autour d'un buffet au Parlement européen

Zone du Canal - Salon 00 

14h00 Départ pour une visite en Forêt noire, Allemagne (visite organisée par Mme Jeggle)

19h00 Dîner au Restaurant Löcherhandenhof

22h00 Retour à Strasbourg

Vendredi 21 novembre 2003
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Samedi 22 novembre 2003

09h45 Départ pour l'aéroport de Bâle

12h45 Départ du vol TK 1944 pour Istanbul
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Annex IV

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

Composition of the Delegation of the Parliament of the Republic of 
Kyrgyzstan 

IV EU/Kyrgyzstan Parliamentary Cooperation Committee 
November 19-20, 2003 Strasbourg

Mr JEENBEKOV Sooronbay Head of Delegation
Vice-chairman of Majlis

Mr SABIROV Davron Deputy Chair of Committee on International, External 
Economic Questions and Interparliamentary relations

Mr ABDILDAEV Talaybek Member of Committee on Social Policy and Ecologies

Mr BAKIEV Osmonbek Member of Committee on Strategic Development of the 
Industry and Business

M. UMETALIEV Arslan Mission of the Republic of Kyrgyzstan, Brussels


