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The fifth meeting of the EU-Azerbaijan Parliamentary Cooperation Committee (PCC) opened on 

Monday, 17 November at 16h00 under the co-chairmanship of Mr Siruz TABRIZLI and Mrs Marie Anne 

ISLER BEGUIN (Greens, France).

Mrs ISLER BEGUIN welcomed the Azerbaijan Delegation and her Co-Chairman, Mr TABRIZLI.

Mr TABRIZLI, Head of the Azerbaijan Delegation, thanked Mrs ISLER BEGUIN and the other 

representatives of the European Parliament.

1.

The draft agenda was adopted.

2.

The minutes of the 4th meeting of the EU-Azerbaijan Parliamentary Cooperation Committee held in Baky 

on 28/29 April 2003 were adopted without amendment.

3.

Mr PALM, Coordinator of the EU-Presidency Political Affairs Department, on behalf of the Dutch 

Presidency-in-Office of the Council of the European Union, welcomed the members of the delegation. 

He emphasised that this was the first meeting between the delegations after EU enlargement on May 1, 

2004. Mr PALM also welcomed the inclusion of Azerbaijan on 14 June 2004 to the European 

Neighbourhood Policy, which he said was a sign of willingness on behalf of the EU to cooperate closely 

with Azerbaijan. However, he said, the Partnership and Cooperation Agreement (PCA) remained the 

pillar of the EU-Azerbaijan relationship as had been confirmed at the EU-Azerbaijan Cooperation 

Council held on 14 September 2004 in Brussels. 

Mr PALM stressed that, despite the fact that the presidential elections held in Azerbaijan in October 2003 

were not without criticism, the EU welcomed the progress of the reforms in the Republic. Nevertheless, 

he urged Azerbaijan to solve the problem of political prisoners, to resume negotiations with Armenia to 

settle the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict and to intensify political, economic and social reforms. 

H.E. Mr Arif MAMEDOV, Ambassador, Head of the Mission to the European Union, spoke on behalf of 

the Government of Azerbaijan. He especially noted the role that Mr LANDSBERGIS had played in the 

downfall of the “totalitarian” regime in Lithuania. Mr MAMEDOV briefly outlined the current economic 

situation in Azerbaijan paying particular attention to the positive developments. However, he noted that 
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the ongoing conflicts in the region, such as Nagorno-Karabakh and Abkhazia, were the main challenge to 

stability in the South Caucasus.

Mr BUSINI, on behalf of the European Commission, gave a brief overview of EU-Azerbaijan 

relationship. He described these relations as constructive in the light of the recent high level meetings. 

On May 18 2004 President ALIEV held a meeting with President PRODI and Commissioner LAMY, in 

July there had been a meeting with Commissioner POTOCNIK and in September President PRODI had 

visited Azerbaijan. Two conferences on transport and energy issues had recently taken place in Baky. It 

was also planned to open an EC office in Baky in 2005. Regarding the ENP, the European Commission 

was currently drafting Country Reports in cooperation with the Council of the European Union. After the 

preparation of the reports it would be decided whether to prepare Actions Plans for the countries of the 

South Caucasus. Mr BUSINI stressed that closer cooperation was possible only on the basis of 

commonly shared values and he urged Azerbaijan to implement more social and economic reforms; to 

settle the conflict with Armenia over Nagorno-Karabakh; and to improve the human rights situation. 

4.

Mr TABRIZLI noted the progress the people of Azerbaijan had made after the collapse of the Soviet 

Union as regards democratisation. However he noted that such issues as Human Rights, elections, 

freedom of the media and IDPs had not yet been tackled according to the EU standards. He also 

emphasised the role terrorism played in the world in general and in the South Caucasus region in 

particular. 

Mr GULIEV presented an Azerbaijani perspective on such issues as the October 2003 elections, political 

prisoners, economic reform and Nagorno-Karabakh. He urged the EU to pay more attention to the 

problem and to avoid a policy of double standards. 

Mr ONYSZKIEWICZ, Mr SWOBODA and Mr LANDSBERGIS raised the following issues:

- the role CIS, GUAAM and Arab countries play in the region;

- the attitude of neighbour states to the problem;

- the role of the Minsk Group in the settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict;

- imprisonment of opposition leaders.

Mr AXUNDZADEH drew the attention of the European Parliament delegation to the problem of the 

Nakhichevan Region of Azerbaijan, which is currently separated from the rest of the territory of the 

Republic. 
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Mr PALM and Mr TABRIZLI gave responses to the issues raised. Mr PALM reminded the members that 

the Commission would prepare the Country Reports early next year. He also thanked Mr TABRIZLI who 

had raised the issue of terrorism. Mr PALM stressed that this was a common problem and it was 

necessary to work together on this issue. He urged the government of Azerbaijan to adopt a new 

legislation that would allow to fight corruption and money laundering. Mr TABRIZLI ensured the 

members of the delegation that Azerbaijan realised that all the revenues from oil should go into the 

development of the country and not to the pockets of officials. He also said that neighbours were 

important and until there was an order in such neighbours as Russia and Iran there would be no order in 

Azerbaijan. CIS and GUAAM are still trying to find their role in the region. He identified a large number 

of refugees and corruption as the biggest problems in Azerbaijan.

Mrs PANAHOVA and Mrs MAMMADOVA emphasised the social problems in the Nagorno-Karabakh 

region such as the lack of proper housing and drugs. They identified poverty and economic problems as 

one of the roots of the problems. They also remarked that the conditions in prisons were satisfactory and 

suggested the members of the EP Delegation visit prisons during their next visit to Azerbaijan. 

This suggestion was accepted by the MEPs. 

Mr DIAZ DE MERA  urged Azerbaijan to show political commitment towards democracy and clear 

political procedures. He also reiterated the readiness of the EU to work in close cooperation with 

Azerbaijan. 

Mr BUSINI responded to the remarks and clarified that the Country Reports were expected to be 

prepared by spring 2005 and only afterwards would the decision on Action Plans be taken. He also 

stressed that the Azerbaijani Criminal Law should be brought up to European standards. 

Mr MAMEDOV, responding the questions raised, gave an overview of the relations of Azerbaijan with 

neighbouring countries, including Georgia, Russia, Iran and Turkey. He said that Georgia was a key 

partner in the region and two countries have a strategic alliance. Relations with Russia had been 

improving and currently Russian business was very active in Azerbaijan. There was close economic 

cooperation with Turkey, and Azerbaijan recently had opened a Consulate in Tabriz (Iran), which 

facilitated the relations between two countries.
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5.

Mr EVANS spoke on the problems of human rights in Azerbaijan. He also touched upon such issues as 

political prisoners, freedom of the media and the situation of opposition journalists, and democratic 

elections. He urged Azerbaijan to respond adequately to the OSCE recommendations on the election 

process.

Mr TABRIZLI responded to the remarks. He emphasised that without freedom of expression there would 

be no democracy and everyone in Azerbaijan understood this. The censorship had been abolished in 1993 

by President Aliev and since then Mr TABRIZLI personally had sighed several licenses for private TV 

channels. He also stressed the need to fight terrorism and underlined the fact that Azerbaijan is one of the 

most stable Muslim countries in the region.

Mr DUKA-ZOLYOMI stressed the importance of cooperation and support of the EU. However, he 

emphasised that all the reforms should be carried out by the people of Azerbaijan. A democratic system 

and the rule of law should become the basis for a fully functioning market economy. He reiterated the 

call of the EU to solve the ongoing problems, including corruption. 

6.

Mr SWOBODA spoke of the role that possible negotiations between the EU and Turkey on its possible 

accession might play in the region. He also noted the progress the EU had made with Iran on the nuclear 

disarmament. As the involvement of the EU in the region had become more intensive, he reiterated the 

call to settle human rights issues in Azerbaijan and suggested that common policies on transport and 

energy should be elaborated, which would improve relations between the EU and the South Caucasus. 

Mrs JEGGLE and Mrs BREPOELS  raised issues of education, training and creation of jobs for young 

people and the position of women in society. 

Mrs MAMMADOVA briefed the participants on the education programmes in Azerbaijan (including the 

EU TEMPUS programme) and the access of women to education. 

Mr BUSINI gave further details on the TEMPUS programme and confirmed that the EU activities in 

Azerbaijan in the sphere of education would be elaborated upon in the Action Plan, provided this Plan 

was drafted.

Questions 7 and 8 were not covered separately as these issues were systematically raised throughout the 

whole debate. 
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9.

There was no other business

10. 

The recommendations were adopted unanimously after some discussion.

11. It was agreed to hold the next meeting of the PCC in Baky on 18-19 April 2005.

* * * * *

The meeting ended on Tuesday, 18 November at 10h45.
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