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Wednesday, 13 December 2006

The 7th Meeting of the EU-Azerbaijan Parliamentary Cooperation Committee (PCC) opened 
on Wednesday, 13 December 2006 at 15h05 under the co-chairmanship of Mrs Marie Anne 
ISLER BEGUIN (European Parliament) and Mr Valeh ALESKEROV (Azerbaijani
Parliament).

Mrs ISLER BEGUIN welcomed the participants, in particular the new delegation of the 
Azerbaijani Parliament created in the wake of the parliamentary elections and the new Co-
Chair of the PCC and Deputy Speaker of the Milli Mejlis, Mr ALESKEROV, as well as the 
representatives of the Azerbaijani Government, of the Finnish Presidency-in-Office of the 
European Union (EU) and of the European Commission.

1. The draft agenda was adopted without amendment.

2. The minutes of the 6th EU-Azerbaijan PCC meeting were also adopted without 
amendment.

3., 4. and 5.
Before offering the floor for the opening statements, Mrs ISLER BEGUIN informed about
the need to interrupt the meeting between 15h45 and 18h00 because of a priority debate in the 
EP’s plenary session at this time, as well as on the welcoming of the Azerbaijani delegation 
by the President of the EP at 16h30. She also suggested that items 3, 4 and 5 be discussed 
together and gave first of all the floor to Mr ALESKEROV for an introductory statement. Mr 
ALESKEROV expressed gratitude for the meeting of the delegation, and referred to the new 
opportunity offered by the new composition of the Azerbaijani delegation and by the new 
relations thus established to reach the common goals of the sides and work efficiently, despite 
the possible existence of different approaches.

In his opening statement, Mr Mahmud MAMMAD-GULIYEV, Deputy Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, on behalf of the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan, stressed the importance 
of the present stage of cooperation between the EU and Azerbaijan, and focused on its 
achievements and obstacles. Declaring the EU integration process as a matter of priority for 
Azerbaijan, he assured of the consistent policy of the Government in the field, of its 
commitment to shared values, and of the firm intention to make full use of the new 
perspective offered by the EU-Azerbaijan ENP Action Plan. He informed on the creation of a 
State Commission on Azerbaijan’s integration to the EU in June 2005 and on the elaboration 
of a special State Programme on the approximation of legislation in order to accelerate the 
integration process and to implement the provisions of the Action Plan and of the Partnership 
and Cooperation Agreement (PCA). He also expressed his hope on the granting of the EU 
necessary assistance in the field. Mentioning the signing of the Energy Memorandum 
between the EU and Azerbaijan in November 2006, Mr MAMMAD-GULIYEV also 
expected the intensification of energy cooperation between the Caspian Basin and European 
markets, and expressed full support for the Baki Process. In his opinion, the strategic 
partnership between the EU and Azerbaijan should, however, be extended to other important 
areas such as education and research, agriculture and transport. As far as the obstacles to 
European integration were concerned, the Deputy Foreign Affairs Minister considered the 
unresolved conflict with Armenia over Nagorno-Karabakh as the main problem. He also 
explained that the status of Nagorno-Karabakh could not be defined at present because of the 
lack of objective conditions in this sense, and regarded the organization of the so-called 
“constitutional referendum” in the region as another unconstructive and unacceptable step of 
the Armenian side. Finally, Mr MAMMAD-GULIYEV made several suggestions on the 
future development of the parliamentary cooperation between the EU and Azerbaijan: 
possible creation either of a new body gathering the parliamentary representatives of all the 
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European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) countries and Members of the EP involved, or of a 
new EP Committee or Subcommittee on ENP matters with the participation of ENP countries
as observers. He also asked that more information be provided on the EU activities during 
PCC meetings and not to focus the agenda only on the developments in Azerbaijan.

Taking note of these proposals, Mrs ISLER BEGUIN gave the floor to Mr Klaus 
KORHONEN, Deputy Director General, Department for Russia, Eastern Europe and Central 
Asia, representing the Finnish Presidency-in-Office of the EU. Stressing the importance of 
2006 for the development of EU-Azerbaijan cooperation, Mr KORHONEN recalled the 
numerous events in this sense and particularly highlighted Azerbaijan’s joining the ENP and 
the visit of the Azerbaijani President to Brussels in November 2006. Mentioning the signing 
of the EU-Azerbaijan Action Plan, he called for its implementation without delay with the 
commitment of Azerbaijan to common values in principle and in practice. In the opinion of 
Mr KORHONEN, Azerbaijan has achieved considerable results in the macroeconomic 
stability of the country and the realization of oil and gas pipelines projects, but concerns 
remained on the need for economic diversification, on the redistribution of oil and gas 
revenues in order to contribute to poverty alleviation, and on environmental challenges. He 
also expressed serious concern about the protection of human rights in Azerbaijan, in 
particular of the freedom of expression and of the media, and its deterioration. He called upon 
the Azerbaijani authorities to urgently undertake electoral reforms in line with the principles 
of the OSCE and of the Council of Europe. As far as the situation in Nagorno-Karabakh was 
concerned, Mr KORHONEN recalled the non-recognition of the so-called “constitutional 
referendum” by the EU, stressed the need for a lasting agreement and encouraged Azerbaijan 
and Armenia to continue their talks on the issue. The EU is ready to assist and contribute to 
the settlement of the conflict through the work of its Special Representative for the South 
Caucasus, as well as is fully committed to playing a visible role in its relations with 
Azerbaijan.

Mr Giuseppe BUSINI, Desk Officer for Azerbaijan in the Directorate General of External 
Relations, on behalf of the European Commission, agreed with the previous speakers on the 
importance of 2006 for the EU-Azerbaijan relations and thanked the Azerbaijani side for its 
constructive attitude. Regarding the signing of the ENP Action Plan and of the Energy 
Memorandum as a starting point for further enhanced relations, he focused on the finalization 
of the new EU assistance strategy, its realization between 2007 and 2010 and the allocation of 
90 million Euros within three main priorities for Azerbaijan: good governance and 
democratisation, economic and social reform, development of energy, transport and 
environment sectors, including at regional level. A great importance was also attached to the 
opening of a full-fledged Delegation of the European Commission in Azerbaijan in 2007. Mr 
BUSINI concluded his statement by reiterating the need for a lasting agreement on the 
Nagorno-Karabakh issue and the readiness of the Commission to intervene with considerable 
funds for reconstruction and rehabilitation once such agreement was concluded.

The meeting was interrupted at 16h04 for the attendance of the EP plenary session and the 
discussion on the recommendations. The meeting resumed at 18h07.

7.
At the suggestion of Mrs ISLER BEGUIN, Item 7 was the first to be discussed after the break 
in order to give the opportunity for an opening statement to Mrs Sevinj HASANOVA, Deputy 
Minister for Economic Development of Azerbaijan. Stressing the strengthening of EU-
Azerbaijan relations as a priority of the Azerbaijani Government, Mrs HASANOVA 
expressed optimism on the further development of the cooperation due to the achievements
reached by the country in the socio-economic field in the past years. According to her, "the 
economic reforms implemented in the country with the support of international financial 
organizations had provided for macroeconomic stability, the 29%-increase of the trade 
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turnover in 2005, and strong economic growth at the rate of 26% in 2005 and expectedly 30% 
in 2006, even in a context of 20% of the territory not being incorporated into the economic 
activity because of the Armenian occupation". While Azerbaijan had taken considerable 
measures to provide for the transparent use of oil revenues (about 1.6 billion USD were
already accumulated in State Oil Fund) and the perspectives of further development of energy 
transport projects were promising, the Azerbaijan Government was also aware of the need to 
reduce economic dependence on the oil sector. Mrs HASANOVA informed on the successful 
implementation of large-scale State programmes in this direction, aimed at the development 
of infrastructure, regional development, improvement of employment rate and living 
standards, reduction of poverty and sustainable development. She finally expressed 
Azerbaijan’s support for EU integration process and for all the efforts to develop the 
neighbourhood policy, as well as its intention to be an active participant in the context of the 
new opportunities offered by the EU-Azerbaijan Action Plan in the fields of deeper trade 
relations and economic integration.

Referring to the economic situation in Azerbaijan and the need to diminish the dependence on 
oil by economic diversification, Mrs Elisabeth JEGGLE raised two questions: the extent of 
EU involvement in infrastructure and transport projects that need much investment, and the 
perspectives of producing renewable energy in the context of oil dependence reduction. She 
also wondered about the available instruments to the Azerbaijani Government to reduce and 
even prevent environmental damage and on the public awareness on the issue, as well as on 
the possible ways to support the development of a competitive agriculture in the 
circumstances of inappropriate legal framework and of one third of the population active in 
the field. Further questions were put on the progress and the methods used in reducing 
corruption in the country, on the development of education and vocational training and the 
possible EU assistance in this sense. On the external economic aspects, Mrs JEGGLE asked 
about the Azerbaijani perspectives to join the WTO, about the Azerbaijani view on the
development of the partnership with the EU in the near future.

In reply, Mr Chingiz ASADULLAYEV mentioned first of all the obvious and general 
development of transport in his country and the attention paid to environmental aspects. He 
thus informed on the introduction of ecological assessments in the present projects in 
Azerbaijan, as well as on the coverage of the ecological aspect in all the budget lines and 
funds allocated by the international financial institutions. As for corruption, the necessary 
legislative and institutional basis is in the process of revision in order to provide a high 
quality legal framework. Mr ASADULLAYEV also recognized the importance of having 
applicable laws and a monitoring procedure for their implementation. While very good results 
were expected from the implementation of an important programme for regional development 
adopted in 2004, more funds were oriented towards the development of agriculture and 
entrepreneurship encountering exports problems. Being aware of the need to reach the quality 
standards necessary for exporting the Azerbaijani products abroad and to the EU in particular, 
the Azerbaijan Government is undertaking concrete measures in this field in the context of 
full transparency and through considerable acquisition of knowledge and international 
experience. After underlining the world leading position of Azerbaijan in attracting 
investment due to a working legal basis and to the cooperation with international partners, Mr 
ASADULLAYEV finally expressed assurance that the state takes all the necessary measures 
for the independence of the other fields of economy on oil sector and hope for the effective 
utilisation of oil revenues for the development of the other sectors of economy.

Mr ALESKEROV expressed his wish to also dwell upon the questions raised by Mrs 
JEGGLE, and focused his remarks on the situation in agriculture, environment and 
international trade in Azerbaijan. As regards the agricultural sector in the country, he 
informed on: the realization of significant projects in order to ensure the development of the 
irrigation system by 2010; the high pace of road construction aimed at improving
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international and internal connections and regional development; the problem of storage and 
processing of agricultural goods and the measures of the Azerbaijani authorities in the field. 
In his opinion, any support from the EU would be very beneficial, but the assistance should 
be provided in the form of joint partnerships and investments rather than of the one providing 
external consultancy. As for environmental challenges, significant progress had been,
however, achieved due to the important investments in the sector. Mr ALESKEROV referred 
in this sense to the high requirements on health safety and environment imposed on all the 
new enterprises, to the high level of environmental protection in Azerbaijani terminals, to the 
increasing creation of natural reserves, and to the increasing public awareness through 
information and joint participation in the implementation of projects. The Co-Chair 
concluded his comments by expressing the readiness of Azerbaijan to join the WTO despite 
the complex negotiations procedure and the need to solve the relevant issues.

In her short remark on the Regional Environmental Centre for the Caucasus (REC), Mrs 
ISLER BEGUIN urged the Azerbaijani authorities to finally sign the Charter of the REC, as 
amended at their own request. Without the Azerbaijani signature, the EU would not unfreeze 
any funds and the project risked to fail.

Mr BUSINI made several comments on the economic situation in Azerbaijan from the point 
of view of the European Commission. On the financing of infrastructure, he informed about 
the recent decision of the Council to extend the mandate of the European Investment Bank, 
resulting in the future allocation of important funds and possible concentration of 
international investments on four main sectors: energy, transport, telecommunications, and 
environment. Further agreeing on the improved investment climate in Azerbaijan, he 
mentioned the problem of discrepancy between the successful oil sector and the investment 
difficulties in the non-oil fields. The development of non-oil sectors and regional 
development were regarded by the Commission as a priority in the fight against poverty. Mr 
BUSINI expressed EU’s readiness to support the country in reducing the above-mentioned 
gap, and referred to the launch of a new 3.5 mln Euros project on regional and rural 
development in two pilot regions. Finally, he reminded about the launch of the new ENP 
assistance program from January 2007, which would offer a big variety of assistance 
instruments for Azerbaijan without limiting it to consultancy services and thus meeting the 
request of the Azerbaijani side. 

Followed comments made by Mr ALESKEROV, Mr Rovshan RZAYEV, Mr Rauf ALIYEV, 
and Mr Azar AMIRASLANOV. Mr ALESKEROV argued that no discrimination existed 
between local and foreign investors in Azerbaijan because of the different legal basis of 
taxation in the non-oil sectors, and explained that the taxation regime in the oil field was 
accompanied by production-sharing agreements with foreign investors. Mr RZAYEV reacted 
to the question on corruption, informing on the intensification of anti-corruption activities 
with the functioning of the Anti-Corruption Committee under the direct authority of the 
Prosecutor-in-Chief and the supervisory participation of NGOs in the field. The public 
supervisory mechanism was also introduced in the sphere of exports. In reply to the question 
on vocational training, Mr ALIYEV stressed its importance for the development of the 
country. He also mentioned the existence of 100 vocational schools at present and the future 
adoption of a new law on education to take into account the international experience in the 
field. Finally, Mr AMIRASLANOV dwelled upon the increasing State investment in the 
improvement of the transport system; the continuing efforts in the development of renewable 
energy sources with the adoption of a presidential decree on the issue and the Azerbaijani 
readiness to change the respective legislation; the measures undertaken to fight corruption 
through privatization and salaries increase; Azerbaijan’s interest in joining the WTO 
expressed since 1997 and its efforts in this direction; the importance of the EU integration 
model for the EU-Azerbaijan cooperation.
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6.
Mr Tadeusz ZWIEFKA introduced the issue of human rights and democratic development in 
Azerbaijan, on behalf of the EP. Referring to the experience of Poland and other post-socialist 
countries as an example of successful democratic transformation and to the important role of 
a free society in a democratic State, Mr ZWIEFKA asked the Azerbaijani side to accept his 
further comments not as accusations, but rather as a request to try to eliminate all the 
decisions and attitudes hindering the development of democracy. He welcomed all positive 
changes in the economic and political areas in Azerbaijan, but also raised numerous questions 
on the development of the civil society and of the freedom of the media in particular. In this 
sense, he mentioned and asked about the following events that took place in the previous 
three months: the unjustified decision of the National Broadcasting Council on the obligation 
to obtain special authorization for the rebroadcast of foreign stations from 2007; the stopping 
of the activity of the two largest dailies because of exerted pressure and threats, and the arrest 
of an opposition journalist in October 2006; the closing of the ANS radio station as a result of 
the decision not to extend its license in November 2006; the forceful removal of the Popular 
Front Party, of an independent agency and two dailies from their offices, the difficulties thus 
caused in their activity and the lack of a legal and democratic procedure in the process.
Specifying the receipt of similar information from the OSCE on the unofficial pressure 
exerted on the media in Azerbaijan, Mr ZWIEFKA wondered whether the European side 
could count on the restoration of the freedom of the media in this country as envisaged in the 
ENP, and on the allowed rebroadcast of foreign TV stations.

After asking for information on the release of political prisoners in Azerbaijan, as promised 
by President ALIYEV during his visit to Brussels in November 2006, Mrs ISLER BEGUIN 
gave the floor to Mr ALESKEROV. In reply to the comments of Mr ZWIEFKA, he dwelled 
upon the different processes and levels of democratization according to the history of a 
country, as well as upon the need to pay significant attention to economic development in 
parallel to political changes. On the issue of rebroadcast of foreign stations, he argued that it 
was possible to listen to these stations in the country, while the real problem resided in the 
fact that local stations purchased frequencies in order to lease or sell them afterwards to the 
foreign ones. As for the Party and dailies expelled from their offices, Mr ALESKEROV 
specified that the decision taken by the State in 1992 to offer the building free of charge was 
illegal, and that the above-mentioned tenants had debts to the State. Though the debts were 
written off and the new location suggested by the authorities provided for better conditions, 
the tenants still rejected the proposal of the State. On the case of the ANS radio, the Co-Chair 
finally explained the decision of the Azerbaijani authorities that ANS had been functioning 
for three years without paying for its license and despite the Government’s call to update it. 
According to his latest information, the ANS station was operational. Mr BUSINI, however,
specified that the ANS had been indeed given back the license, but on a temporary basis till 
February 2007.

Reminding about Azerbaijan’s accession to the Council of Europe and its commitment in 
2000 to adopt new legislation on national minorities and on the right to alternative military 
service in due course, Mr Georgs ANDREJEVS asked about the fulfilment of these promises. 
Mr MAMMAD-GULIYEV informed in this sense that the first laws related to alternative 
service had been already prepared by the Azerbaijani authorities and submitted to the Council 
of Europe for opinion, according to the practice of the country. The reply had been already 
received and was at that moment under the consideration of the relevant national authorities. 
As for the legislation on national minorities, despite the lack of any problems on the issue in 
Azerbaijan, a draft law was prepared and discussed with the representatives of national 
minorities. Since no agreement was reached on the definition of national minorities, the work 
and the relevant discussions were continuing.

Mrs ISLER BEGUIN adjourned the meeting at 19h52.
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Thursday, 14 December 2006

Mr ALESKEROV reopened the meeting at 09h25.

The discussion of Item 6 continued and the floor was given to Mr Arpad DUKA-ZOLYOMI.
Agreeing on the tremendous economic development in Azerbaijan over the past two years 
and on the significance of the EU-Azerbaijan Energy Memorandum, Mr DUKA-ZOLYOMI 
highlighted the importance of channelling the new wealth, in particular from energy 
resources, into something beneficial for the society and citizens. Enumerating such priorities 
of the EU-Azerbaijan Action Plan as the settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, the 
strengthening of democracy and the fight against corruption, he particularly stressed the need 
to address the problems related to freedom of speech and of the media in Azerbaijan in the 
context the journalists’ hunger strike and of a report of Amnesty International. On the issue of 
minority rights, he called upon the Azerbaijani authorities to elaborate a legal framework, as 
well as to find a definition both for the term of “minority” and for the difference between 
indigenous people and the others. He referred in this sense to the relevant framework 
documents of the Council of Europe. Mr DUKA-ZOLYOMI concluded his remarks by 
suggesting to mention cultural heritage in the text of the recommendations.

Regretting the lack of time, Mr ALESKEROV briefly underlined the good situation of 
national minorities in Azerbaijan, the existence of schools and universities in various 
languages and the practice of tolerance in the country. Mr RZAYEV also dwelled upon the 
compact living of various national minorities in his constituency region, their problems to 
return to their motherlands and their search for assistance in this sense. Mrs Gular 
AHMADOVA concluded the discussion by mentioning three elements: the numerous 
opportunities for national minorities to have their programmes on the newly inaugurated
public TV in the country, Azerbaijan as the only country where there had been no problems 
with Jews, and the satisfaction expressed by the Pope during his visit to Baki with the 
relations among national minorities and the status of the Catholic church in Azerbaijan.

8.
Mr Johannes SWOBODA tackled the issue of regional cooperation from the point of view of 
the EP. Mentioning EP's recent reports on enlargement and neighbourhood, as well as the 
creation of a special committee on the ENP Instrument for the Eastern region within the EP's 
Committee for Foreign Affairs, he dwelled upon EU's search for new and stronger ways of 
cooperation with the countries of the Black Sea area. In the context of no future EU 
enlargements envisaged in the short-term, the idea of an EU - Black Sea Community was 
introduced, emphasizing the regional basis of partnership rather than the individual one. Mr 
SWOBODA however stressed the need to foster regional cooperation in the South Caucasus 
through the resolution of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, as well as the importance of 
developing cooperation with Turkey and Russia. He finally suggested that Point 28 of the 
Draft Recommendations contain a stronger call upon the European Commission to envisage 
new ways of enhanced cooperation with the South Caucasus, as well as informed on his 
recent proposal of closer work in the EP between the Committee of Foreign Affairs and the 
Bureaus of various Interparliamentary Committees on the neighbourhood policy. 

Mr MAMMAD-GULIYEV, on behalf of the Azerbaijani Government, described Azerbaijan 
as an initiator of very important projects of regional relevance, in particular in the fields of 
energy, energy infrastructure and railroads connections. However, he noted that, "no 
cooperation is possible with Armenia, until the liberation of the occupied Azerbaijani 
territories". According to the Deputy Minister, the country was also very much in favour of 
the development of cooperation between the EU and the Caspian - Black Sea - Mediterranean
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region. Mr MAMMAD-GULIYEV regarded the Black Sea Economic Cooperation 
Organisation (BSEC) and GUAM as serious partners in this sense. As far as BSEC is
concerned, it was a full-fledged organisation, gathering countries with great natural resources 
and relations with the EU. It offers good prospects for cooperation due to its strong interest in 
enhanced cooperation with the EU. He also mentioned the interest of the countries around the 
Caspian Sea to become involved in the BSEC organisation as observers. As for GUAM, it 
represents an organisation that provides for more opportunities for reaching consensus in 
order to develop the economy and democracy, as well as the relations with the EU. The 
Deputy Minister concluded that, though the conflicts in the region constituted a problem, they 
should be also settled by using the capacity of the above-mentioned organisations.

Followed comments made by Mr SWOBODA, Mrs Jala ALIYEVA, Mr Fuad MURADOV, 
and Mr ALESKEROV. Mr SWOBODA informed on the discussion of the idea of the EU -
Black Sea region Community with the Georgian and Ukrainian authorities, as well as called 
for the start of concrete assessment of the project despite the hesitation of some Member 
States. Mrs ALIYEVA dwelled upon the cooperation between the Azerbaijani Parliament and 
the EP, the participation of both of them in the BSEC meetings and the discussion of very 
important issues of cooperation, and the efforts to strengthen future cooperation between the 
EP and the Parliamentary Assembly of BSEC (PABSEC). Mr MURADOV also informed on 
the recent state of play of the parliamentary dimension of the Black Sea cooperation and the 
important recommendations adopted at the last meeting in Baki (November 2006) concerning 
the decision to change the currency to the Euro in order to accelerate cooperation with the 
EU, the protection of the cultural heritage, the issue of alternative energy resources, and the 
launch of a health programme in the South Caucasus supported by the European Commission. 
Finally, Mr ALESKEROV underlined the importance of the Black Sea regional cooperation 
and of the energy security cooperation with the EU, and argued against politicizing these 
issues. 

9.
The issue of the Armenian-Azerbaijani relations and of the conflict over Nagorno-Karabakh
was presented by Mr MAMMAD-GULIYEV, who reiterated the need to settle the conflict on 
the basis of the territorial integrity of Azerbaijan and of an overall reintegration process in the 
region. Referring to the progress achieved in the negotiations, he informed, however, on the 
lack of agreement over the status of Nagorno-Karabakh. According to the position of the 
Azerbaijani authorities, the issue could not be subject to negotiations until all the outstanding 
issues are addressed. Reminding that the settlement of the conflict constituted the first priority 
of the EU-Azerbaijan Action Plan, the Deputy Minister expressed hope on the increased role 
of the EU in the process through the activity of the EU Special Representative in the South 
Caucasus and the support to the OSCE Minsk Group. He finally regretted the fact that the UN 
resolutions in the field were not implemented and believed that the international organizations 
should take all necessary measures to ensure the implementation of the legislation.

Regretting that no real progress had been achieved in the resolution of the conflict, Mrs 
ISLER BEGUIN raised two questions: on the readiness of the Azerbaijani and Armenian 
public opinion to compromise and its impact on the settlement process, as well as on the 
return of refugees as a possible first step in this direction. While reassuring about Azerbaijan's 
peaceful intentions and its readiness to grant the highest autonomous status to the Armenian 
community in the region, Mr ALESKEROV believed that the negotiations were difficult 
because of the position of the Armenian side. As for the return of refugees, he agreed on the 
very difficult living conditions, but also informed on the allocation of considerable funds
from the Azerbaijani budget in order to improve the situation. On the suggestion of Mrs 
ISLER BEGUIN to consider economic cooperation and local contacts among people as a first 
step towards conflict resolution before any political solution was achieved, Mr ALESKEROV
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insisted that such measures were not possible because of the "inability of the Armenian side
to take a decision", but agreed that no hostilities existed among ordinary people.

Mr MAMMAD-GULIYEV added that Azerbaijan was also very much concerned about the 
situation as regards the settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict and the suffering of 
refugees and IDPs. The Government however made considerable efforts to improve the living 
conditions of refugees and IDPs and was even given as an example to other countries by the 
UN High Commissioner for Refugees. Arguing that the situation was very complicated, he 
paid attention to the constructive and consistent position of Azerbaijan for the lasting 
settlement of the conflict. In his opinion, the Azerbaijani side was ready to discuss the issue 
of self-ruling in Nagorno-Karabakh, but the discussion was not possible because of the lack 
of necessary conditions and the refusal of the Armenian side to renounce its territorial claims. 
These three conditions were the withdrawal of the foreign troops from the territory, the return 
of refugees and IDPs, and the restoration of economic relations. He finally stressed that the 
position of Azerbaijan was based on the principles of international law and on shared values 
enshrined in the ENP Action Plan.

While Mrs AHMADOVA informed on the existence of 40.000 Armenians living in mixed 
families in Baki and on the projects of opening programmes in Armenian language, Mr 
RZAYEV drew attention to the negative impact of the refugees' situation on stability and 
development and wondered on the reasons of the lack of implementation of the relevant UN 
resolutions by the Armenian side. Mr ASADULAYEV added two remarks: on the negative 
impact of refugees' situation and their increasing number, and on the readiness of the 
Azerbaijani Government to provide guarantees for any refugee willing to return.

H.E. Mr Arif MAMEDOV, Ambassador of the Republic of Azerbaijan to the EU, concluded 
the debate by replying to the question of Mrs ISLER BEGUIN on the reaction of the 
Government to the possible international recognition of independence for Kosovo and the 
possible recognition by Russia of the independence of the post-soviet regions of frozen 
conflicts. Emphasizing the difference existing between the conflict in Kosovo and the one in 
Nagorno-Karabakh, the Ambassador appreciated EU's support to the territorial integrity of the 
countries of the South Caucasus and Moldova, informed on the issuance of a similar 
statement of support from NATO, and believed that Russia realized the risk of such an 
independence recognition for its own future. Finally, he expressed the will of the Azerbaijani 
Government to leave in peace with Armenia.

10. 
The final statement and recommendations of the PCC pursuant to Article 89 of the 
Partnership and Cooperation Agreement were adopted unanimously.

11. There was no other business.

12. The next PCC meeting will take place in Baki, in September 2007.

After the expression of gratitude and satisfaction by Mrs ISLER BEGUIN, Mr ALESKEROV 
and Mr MAMEDOV, the meeting was closed on Thursday 14 December 2006, at 11h00.



DSCA/PV/681152EN.doc 10 PE 379.405/Ann.

BILAG/ANLAGE/ΠΑΡΑΡΤΗΜΑ/ANNEX/
ANNEXE/ALLEGATO/BIJLAGE/ANEXO/BILAGA

DELTAGERLISTE/ANWESENHEITSLISTE/ΚΑΤΑΣΤΑΣΗ ΠΑΡΟΝΤΩΝ/RECORD
OF ATTENDANCE/LISTA DE ASISTENCIA/LISTE DE PRESENCE/ELENCO DEI

PRESENTI/PRESENTIELIJST/LISTA DE PRESENÇAS/LÄSNÄOLOLISTA/DELTAGARLISTA

Til stede

Anwesend

Παρόvτες

Present

Presentes

Présents

Presenti

Aanwezig

Läsnä

Närvarande

Formandskabet/Vorstand/Πρoεδρείo/Bureau/Ufficio di Presidenza/Mesa/Puhemiehistö/J.L. Presidium: (*)

ISLER BEGUIN (P), LANDSBERGIS (VP) (1,3), DUKA-ZOLYOMI (VP) 

Medlemmer/Mitglieder/Μέλη/Members/Diputados/Députés/Deputati/Leden/Deputados/jäsenet/

ANDREJEVS (1,2), BLOKLAND (1,3), BREPOELS (1), DIAZ DE MERA GARCIA CONSUE, OVIIR (1), STAUNER
(1), SWOBODA (2,3), ZWIEFKA (1,2)

Stedfortrædere/Stellvertreter/Αvαπληρωτές/Substitutes/Suplentes/Suppléants/
Membri supplenti/Plaatsvervangers/Membros suplentes/Varajäsenet/Suppleanter:

EVANS (1), JEGGLE (2), ZDANOKA (1,3)

Art. 147,7 /Art. 178.2

Art. 166,3/ Art. 183.3

Art. 162.6
Endv. Deltog/Weitere Teiln./
Συμμετείχαv επίσης/Also present
Participaron igualmente/
Participaient également/
Hanno partecipato altresiή /
Andere deelnemers/
Outros participantes/
Muut osallistujat/ Dessutom deltog 

(Dagsorden/Tagesordnung Pkt/Ημερήσια Διάταξη
Σημεί/Point OJ/Punto OG/Agenda Punt/Ordem do dia-
punto/punto orden del dia/
Esityslista Kohta/Föredragningslista punkt):

* (P)    =Formand/Vorsitzender/Πρόεδρoς/Chairman/Président/Presidente/Voorzitter/Presidente/Puhemies/Ordförande
(VP) =Næstform./Stellv. Vorsitz./Αvτιπρόεδρoς/Vice-Chairman/Vice-Président/Vicepresidente/Varapuhemies

Ondervoorz./Vice-Pres./Vicepres/Vice ordförande.

Til stede den/Anwesend am/Παρώv στις/Present on/Présent le/Presente il/Aanwezig op/Presente em/Presente el/Läsnä/Närvarande den.

(1) 13 December 2006 14h30
(2) 13 December 2006 18h00
(3) 14 December 2006 9h00
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Efter indbydelse fra formanden/Auf Einladung d. Vorsitzenden/Με πρόσκληση τoυ Πρoέδρoυ/At the invitation of the Chairman/Por invitación del 
presidente/Sur l'invitation du président/Su invito del presidente/Op uitnodiging van de voorzitter/A convite do presidente/Puhemiehen kutsusta/
På ordförandens inbjudan:

Radet/Rat/Συμβoύλιo/Council/Consejo/Conseil/Consiglio/Raad/Conselho/Neuvosto/Rådet: (*)
KORHONEN (1,2), JASKOWIAK (1,2)

Kommissionen/Kommission/Επιτρoπή/Commission/Comisión/Commissione/Commissie/Commissão/Komissio/
Kommissionen: (*)
BUSINI (1,2)

Missions/Ambassades: 
Embassy of Azerbaijan: H.E. Ambassador MAMEDOV, JAHANGIRLI

Andre deltagere/Andere Teilnehmer
Επίσης Παρόvτες/Also present
Otros participantes/Autres participants/Altri partecipanti
Andere aanwezigen/Outros participantes
Muut osallistujat/Övriga deltagare

DAVIDASHVILI (EPJ), GOULOUBEYU (Azeri Press Agency) (1,2), 
MATUSOF (2)

Gruppernes sekretariat     
Sekretariat der Fraktionen
Γραμματεία τωv Πoλ. Ομάδωv
Secretariat political groups
Secr. de los grupos politicos
Secr. groupes politiques
Segr. dei gruppi politici
Secr. van de fracties
Secr. dos grupos politicos
Puolueryhmien sihteeristö
Gruppernas sekretariat

PPE-DE
PSE
ALDE
Verts/ALE
GUE/NGL
IDM/DE
MUEN
NI

BILLER, NEGRWA (1), HANNIBAL (2)
MCCONE (1,2)
DE CRAYENCOUR, LASKOWSKI (1)
BERGAMASCHI (1,2), YURTTAGUL (2)

Cab. du Président .

Cab. du Secrétaire Général

Generaldirektorat
Generaldirektion
Γεvική Διεύθυvση
Directorate-General
Dirección general
Direction générale
Direzione generale
Directoraat-generaal
Direcção general
Contrôle financier
Service juridique
Pääosasto
Generaldirektorat

I
II
III
IV
V
VI
VII
VIII

Udvalgssekretariatet
Ausschußsekretariat
Γραμματεία επιτρoπής
Committee secretariat
Secretaria de la comisión
Secrétariat de la commission
Segretariato della commissione
Commissiesecretariaat
Secretaria de comissão
Valiokunnan sihteeristö
Utskottssekretariatet

PFITZNER, PRANCKEVICIUS, SCHMUTTERER, MAASS, TABIRTA

Assist./Βoηθός
SCHMUTTERER

*   (P) =Formand/Pres./Πρόεδρoς/Chairman/Président/Voorzitter/Puhemies/Ordförande
(VP) =Næstform./Vize-Pres./Αvτιπρόεδρoς/Vice-Chairman/Vice-Président/Ondervoorz./Vice-pres/Varapuhemies/Vice ordförande.
(M) =Medlem./Mitglied/Μέλoς/Member/Miembro/Membre/Membro/Lid/Membro/Jäsen/Ledamot
F) =Tjenestemand/Beamter/Υπάλληλoς/Official/Funcionario/Fonctionnaire/Funzionario/Ambtenaar/ Functionário/Virkamies/Tjänsteman
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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
EU-AZERBAIJAN PARLIAMENTARY COOPERATION COMMITTEE

SEVENTH MEETING
13-14 December 2006

STRASBOURG

List of the Azerbaijani Delegation

Members

MrValeh ALESKEROV
Chairman
Deputy Speaker of the Milli Mejlis

Independent

Mrs Gular AHMADOVA New Azerbaijan Party

Mr Rauf ALIYEV New Azerbaijan Party

Ms Jala ALIYEVA Independent

Mr Azar AMIRASLANOV Independent

Mr Chingiz ASADULLAYEV Independent

Mr Ulvi GULIYEV Independent

Mr Fuad MURADOV Independent

Mr Rovshan RZAYEV Independent

Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan
Mr Mahmud MAMMAD-GULIYEV, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs
Mrs Sevinj HASANOVA, Deputy Minister for Economic Development

Secretariat of the Azerbaijani Parliament (Milli Mejlis)
Mr Rahim AKHUNDOV, Secretary of delegation

Mission of the Republic of Azerbaijan
HE Mr Arif MAMEDOV, Ambassador, Head of the Mission to the EU
Mr Anar CAHANGIRLI, Counsellor of the Mission
Mr Hussein HUSSEINOV, Third Secretary

Others
Mr Sahil BABAYEV, Assistant to Mr Aleskerov

11 December 2006/es/ema
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