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MINUTES
of the meeting of 11 September 2008, from 10.15 to 11.15

BRUSSELS

The meeting opened at 10.15 on Thursday, 11 September 2008, with Kyriacos 
Triantaphyllides (Chair) in the chair.

The Chair welcomed Leila Shahid, the General Delegate of Palestine, and also Paul 
LaRudee/Wilder and Osama Qashoo, from the Free Gaza Movement.

1. Adoption of draft agenda (PE 401.181 )

The agenda was adopted with one change:
- exchange of views with our two guests from the FGM, who were active in last August’s
voyage by two boats through Greek waters and from Cyprus to Gaza.

2. Approval of the minutes of the meeting of 25 June 2008 (PE401.182)

The minutes were approved.

3. Announcements by the Chair

3.1 Some information on various Middle East activities

- The EuroMed Parliamentary Assembly (EMPA) was to meet in Jordan on 12 and 13 
October. A preparatory meeting would take place on 24 September in Brussels with the 
members of the Middle East Working Group.

- In Brussels, during the session, two IPMs:
- 23-25 September: IPM EP-Israel (five-member delegation)
The delegation was invited to meet with them on Wednesday 24 September (from 

9.45 to 10.30).
An exhibition would be opened at 18.00 on Tuesday 23 September, in the

Distribution area of the third floor of the ASP building.

- 24-25 September: IPM EP-Lebanon (six-member delegation)
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- From 6 to 9 August President Pöttering had paid an official visit to Syria and Lebanon as 
President of Parliament and President of the EMPA.

- Two EP members of the Committee on Political Affairs, Security and Human Rights of the 
EMPA would be joining an ad hoc EMPA delegation to the Palestinian Territories and Israeli 
borders in Gaza (end of November 2008).

4. Discussion of the draft programme for the visit to the Palestinian Legislative 
Council

The Chair reported on the progress of preparations for the mission planned for 31 October to 
3 November 2008. To date there had been no response from the Israeli authorities to the 
request to be able to visit the elected members of the PLC who were held in Israeli prisons. 
An exchange of views ensued on whether this objective should be maintained and on the 
feasibility of the programme. It was agreed:
- to continue to press the Israeli authorities, if necessary specifically mentioning the PLC 

elected members whom the delegation wanted to meet (Marwan Barghouthi and Aziz Dweik);
- if authorisation was refused, to meet the families of detainees or freed prisoners and to find 

out about detention conditions;
- to focus the mission on the issue of prisoners and contacts with the PLC elected members, 

and to check whether the programme was feasible.

5. Breaking the siege of GAZA: Two boats for Freedom

The Chair introduced Paul LaRudee and Osama Qashoo, active representatives of the Free
Gaza movement, which was trying to break the siege of Gaza through seaborne non-violent 
action. Paul LaRudee was American, 61 years old, PhD in linguistics, teacher and writer and
one of the founders of FGM. Osama Qashoo was 27 years old, grew up in Palestine, lived in 
London, and was a film-maker and one of the founders of the International Solidarity 
Movement (ISM). Both were ‘Palestinian human rights activists’. They took an active part in
the trip by the two boats (with 44 people) from Cyprus to Gaza last August.

Paul LaRudee showed his passport with the stamp of the PA at Gaza, without going through
an intermediate country: a first so far. He described the preparations, from Greece, for the 
voyage of these two boats which met in Cyprus before reaching the coast at Gaza without 
being intercepted by the Israeli navy. Their movement encouraged such initiatives with the 
support of neighbouring states, Cyprus in this case, which had carried out the necessary 
checks in advance. He suggested that the international community should consider a structure 
which could facilitate such operations.

-Osama Qashoo spoke of his youth spent in Palestine, his hopes and his many activities 
aiming to give the people a livelihood. A discussion ensued on respect for human rights, in 
particular the right to leave one’s country and return to it. It was agreed to seek all possible 
support for freedom of access with a view to containing the security pressures of the Israeli 
authorities. 

The Chair thanked the two speakers and said that the discussion could be continued at the 
hearing to take place the same day from 12.45 to 13.45, in room A5 E2, an initiative of the 
Chair, and of Luisa Morgantini, Frida Brepoels and Chris Davies.
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6. Activities 2009

The Chair suggested inviting a delegation from the PLC to visit Strasbourg during the week 
of 23 to 26 March 2009, for a further interparliamentary meeting. The invitation could be 
delivered during the visit to Ramallah in November.

7. Date and place of next meeting 

The next meeting of the delegation could take place in Strasbourg
on Wednesday 22 October (pm)

The meeting closed at 11.15.
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