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EU – GEORGIA
PARLIAMENTARY COOPERATION COMMITTEE

NINTH MEETING
25-26 June 2007

BRUSSELS

Co-Chairmen: Mrs Marianne ISLER-BEGUIN and Mr David BAKRADZE

Final Statement and Recommendations
pursuant to Article 89 of the Partnership and Cooperation Agreement

Under the co-chairmanship of Mrs Marie Anne ISLER BÉGUIN (Greens/EFA, France) and Mr 
David BAKRADZE, the ninth meeting of EU-Georgia Parliamentary Cooperation Committee 
was held in Brussels on 25-26 June 2007. The Committee exchanged views with H.E. Ms 
Salome SAMADASHVILI, Ambassador of Georgia to the EU, representing the Government of 
Georgia, Mr Michael ZENNER, Director for Political Affairs, Permanent Representation of 
Germany to the EU, representing the German Presidency-in-Office of the Council of the
European Union, and Mr Victor ANDRES MALDONADO, Head of Unit DG RELEX E3, 
representing the European Commission. 

The Parliamentary Cooperation Committee (PCC)

Further development of the EU-Georgia relations

1. welcomes Georgia's European choice and acknowledges that integration of the Georgian 
people and their national institutions into the European structures is in the mutual 
interest of both the EU and Georgia;

2. welcomes the continued efforts made by the Georgian authorities to strengthen the 
relations with the European Union; recalls the address of President Saakashvili to the 
Plenary Session of the European Parliament in Strasbourg in February 2007 underlining 
Georgia's European aspirations;

3. welcomes the preparatory work achieved so far by both parties with a view to 
implementing the provisions of the EU-Georgia ENP Action Plan and stresses the need 
for Georgia to continue the political and economic reform process, sustainable 
development and poverty reduction, strengthening the respect for the rule of law, 
independence of the judiciary, human rights, freedom of the media, development of the 
civil society, protection of environment; reiterates its call on the Council and the 
European Commission to take into account the views of the European Parliament at all 
stages of bilateral relations;

4. welcomes the provisions of an indicative allocation of under 120 million Euros for 
bilateral cooperation with Georgia under the ENP Instrument for 2007 - 2010;

5. welcomes the provisions of the ENP Eastern Regional Indicative Programme 2007-2010 
which will assist Georgia to cooperate within regional framework and in priority areas 
such as transport, energy, environment, borders and migration management, the fight 
against international crime and people-to-people activities;
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6. supports the work of the EU Special Representative for the South Caucasus region, 
Ambassador Peter Semneby, towards strengthening relations between the EU and 
Georgia and the other two countries of the region; calls on the European Union to 
provide the Special Representative with all the necessary resources to make his actions
effective and visible in securing the EU's policy goals in the region, including a 
willingness to mediate and help towards the resolution of the conflicts;

7. welcomes the progress shown by the Georgian government towards the harmonisation of 
Georgia’s legislation with the EU legislation; stresses the need to intensify the 
implementation of the national harmonisation programme; 

8. supports the access of Georgian products to the EU markets; calls on the Council and the 
Commission to intensify efforts to further enhance bilateral trade relations, including the 
establishment of a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) between the EU and Georgia; supports 
the eventual conclusion of a bilateral agreement on wines and spirits; recommends that 
such accords take into account the benefits to both producers and consumers; 

9. is deeply concerned about the negative impact that the EU-Russia visa facilitation
agreement is having on the process of conflict resolution in Georgia by granting better 
EU access to holders of illegal Russian passports and therefore discriminating against 
IDPs and the rest of the Georgian population; urges the Commission and the Council to 
intensify efforts and start negotiations on the EU-Georgia visa facilitation agreement as 
soon as possible;

Internal conflicts in Georgia

10. expresses its unreserved agreement with the European Union’s reiterated support for the
peaceful resolution of the conflicts in Georgia, based on respect for the sovereignty and 
territorial integrity of Georgia within its internationally recognised borders; calls on the 
Council and the Commission to step up efforts for the further intensification of the conflict 
resolution process;

11. recalls the resolution adopted by the European Parliament in October 2006 on the situation 
in South Ossetia, stressing the need for the full demilitarisation of the conflict area, and for 
a neutral, effective and impartial peacekeeping operation; 

12. does not recognise the validity of the November 2006 "referendum" on the status of the 
South Ossetia and the so-called "presidential elections" in the province, as well as the 
"parliamentary elections" in Abkhazia in March 2007 and stresses that these referenda 
were not internationally recognised due to their illegitimacy;

13. rejects President Putin's recent statements on Kosovo, Kosovo being a precedent which 
can affect resolution of conflicts in the region, and considers that such statements could 
encourage separatism and hamper the peaceful resolution of conflicts;

14. welcomes the Georgian initiative to promote the peaceful resolution of the conflict and
restore the constitutional order on the territory of South Ossetia; welcomes the Georgian 
government’s invitation to the South Ossetian society as a whole – i.e. representatives of 
all political forces and local groups – to participate actively in discussions on progress 
towards a peaceful conflict resolution;
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15. takes note of the adoption by Georgia of the law, establishing a temporary administrative 
Unit in South Ossetia, as well as the creation of the new administration; is concerned 
about tension and heavy exchange of fire in South Ossetia and condemns the recent 
violent incidents there; considers unacceptable; the recent attempts by the South Ossetian 
side to prevent the OSCE representatives from carrying out their duties in the conflict 
zone; underlines the need for the OSCE observers to fully monitor the relevant areas - in 
particular the Roki Tunnel, given the fact that heavy weapons are discovered regularly in 
the conflict zone;

16. welcomes the adoption by the Georgian Parliament of the law on restitution; calls on the 
Government of Georgia to start prompt implementation of the law; urges the Council and 
the Commission to allocate financial resources under the appropriate ENP financial tools 
and contribute to the restitution process;

17. supports an intensification of the UN-led negotiation process in the conflict in Abkhazia, 
Georgia as the basis for a solution which fully respects the territorial integrity of Georgia 
and minority rights; calls on both sides to discuss all areas, both economic and political;

18. expresses deep concern that there are still displaced persons as a result of the conflicts in 
the country; stresses that all refugees and internally displaced persons must have the right 
to a safe, secure and dignified return to their homes; calls on the Council and the 
Commission to play a more active role in this regard;

Georgia-Russia relations

19. is concerned about the remaining tensions between Georgia and Russia; calls on all parties 
to play a constructive role in the conflict resolution process; condemns the 11 March
attack on villages in Upper Abkhazia/Kodori Gorge that caused serious damage to the 
civilian infrastructure; urges the relevant authorities in the Russian Federation to extend 
full support to the ongoing investigation conducted by the Joint Fact Finding Group under 
the leadership of the UNOMIG;

20. welcomes the Agreement signed in Sochi in March 2006 between Georgia and the Russian 
Federation on the "Terms and Rules of Temporary Functioning and Withdrawal of 
Russian Military Bases and other Military Facilities of the Group of Russian Forces in 
Transcaucasia (GRFT) stationed on the territory of Georgia" as an important and 
constructive step; welcomes the closure of the Russian military Headquarters in Tbilisi in 
December 2006 and calls for the withdrawal of troops to be fully implemented within the 
agreed time-scale; calls on the relevant authorities in the Russian Federation to ensure 
closure the Gudauta Military Base and to allow proper verification by international 
inspecting teams as defined by the CFE Treaty;

21. takes note of the social and environmental problems which the base removals will cause; 
calls on the Georgian government to take measures to counterbalance these problems by 
way of new investments in the areas affected; calls on the Council, Commission and other 
donors to play an active role in assisting the Georgian government through special 
rehabilitation, environmental, employment and investment programmes;

22. urges, in this regard, the Commission to provide the expertise and technical assistance and
to eventually contribute financially towards the cleaning-up and rehabilitation of the areas 
former occupied by Russian military bases; 
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23. condemns Russia's continuing ban on exports of Georgian goods, including wine and other 
agricultural products; urges the relevant authorities in the Russian Federation to re-
establish transport and postal communications with Georgia; urges the relevant authorities 
in the Russian federation to resume the functioning of legitimate border checkpoints 
between Georgia and Russia and to shut down illegal crossing points in conflict regions;

24. strongly condemns the state-sponsored xenophobic campaign against ethnic Georgians 
living in Russia and Russian citizens of Georgian origin, during the autumn + winter of 
2006; expresses condolences to families of victims of this campaign; rejects any possible 
form of discrimination based on ethnicity; urges the relevant authorities of the Russian 
Federation to investigate all concrete cases;

Internal Reforms in Georgia

25. welcomes the continued efforts since the “Rose Revolution” aimed at  the development of 
democracy, the rule of law, and the protection of human rights, as well as economic and 
social reforms; stresses that the push for reforms should continue;

26. emphasises the importance of the effective implementation of the Action Plan in the field 
of justice and home affairs; it is an efficient instrument for partnership and cooperation 
between the European Union and Georgia in the sphere of justice, freedom and security;

27. supports the efforts of the Georgian authorities to create a genuinely independent unbiased 
and competent judiciary system; stresses the need to further improve the disciplinary legal 
procedures and refine disciplinary sanctions and to continue administrative reform through 
intensive training and continuous education and provide better social guarantees for judges 
and court personnel; welcomes the steps taken in this direction;

28. calls on Georgia to fully implement its pledge to improve conditions for prisoners, notably 
by implementing the recommendations made by the European Committee for the 
Prevention of Torture; calls for allegations of excessive use of force in connection with 
arrests, as well as torture or ill-treatment of detainees, to be properly investigated and 
prosecuted; welcomes the progress achieved by Georgia in this field, particularly, the 
construction of new prisons, the amendments to the Criminal Procedural Code making 
out-of-court statements inadmissible and defining torture as inhuman and degrading 
treatment in line with the European standards, and the prosecution of several law 
enforcement officers for abusing human rights;

29. acknowledges Georgia's progress in the fight against corruption and stresses that further 
efforts must be made; including the implementation of the long-term structural measures, 
in line with the GRECO recommendations, fully respecting the rule of law and human 
rights;

30. recommends that statistical information on corruption and anti-corruption cases be made 
public after a correct assessment by the competent authorities; also recommends that 
reports on the results of anti-corruption measures as well as the problems still unresolved 
be made known to the public in general;

31. underlines the crucial importance of a free and independent media and of civil society's 
ability to express criticisms against the government; welcomes the setting up and proper
functioning of the Public Broadcaster in accordance with European standards; notes with 
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satisfaction that amendments to Georgian legislation has made it the most liberal in the 
region and in line with European requirements; welcomes the fact that Georgia enjoys a 
variety of media;

32. calls on the Georgian authorities to adopt and implement modern legislation for the 
harmonic development of young people by promoting their access to healthcare services 
and education; due attention should be given to the reproductive health of young women; 

33. acknowledges the results of the local elections of 5 October 2006; welcomes the fact that 
these elections were largely conducted in line with international standards; deems that the 
reinforcement of local democracy and self-governance is an effective instrument for the 
modernisation of the territorial administrative configuration of Georgia;

34. encourages greater efforts from the Georgian authorities to improve the legal framework 
for elections in line with the recommendations of the OSCE/ODIHR and the Venice 
Commission, and to satisfy the international standards for democratic elections;

35. welcomes the adoption of the Law on Domestic Violence in Georgia; encourages the 
Government to adopt the National Action Plan for the prompt implementation of the Law,
which includes special activities for raising public awareness of domestic violence; 

36. acknowledges the adoption of the National Concept on Gender Equality as an important 
step towards making equal opportunities between men and women a national priority; 
supports the Parliamentary assistance to the parliamentary parties in promoting the active 
participation of women in the party structures; encourages the Government to adopt the 
respective National Action Plan to ensure a balanced participation of women and men in 
all spheres of political, economic and social life in Georgia;

Economic development and energy

37. is impressed by Georgia's economic growth rates; stresses the importance of ensuring that 
the benefits of this growth will accrue to all regions and population groups; welcomes 
ongoing reforms and the new scope of opportunities to cater ever more effectively for 
health, education and other social needs; is convinced that economic development is a 
powerful force that can help to strengthen cohesion and the sense of unity in a multi-
ethnic, multi-cultural Georgia;

38. acknowledges the efforts made by the Georgian Government to develop and diversify 
Georgia's economy through privatisation, a dynamic banking system, low taxes, 
simplification of trading procedures, liberalisation of the labour market and by
encouraging foreign investment and developing economic relations with its neighbours;

39. takes note of Georgia's request to explore the possibility of lifting barriers and limitations
for materials which are used for wine production;

40. notes that the Russian ban on Georgian products has led to the diversification of markets, 
improved quality of products and the exports to EU Member States;

41. welcomes the good functioning of the Baky-Tbilisi-Ceyhan (BTC) oil pipeline as the best 
vehicle to promote economic prosperity and energy security; underlines the importance of 
ensuring that EU environmental standards are fully addressed in its functioning and in all 
other infrastructure projects;
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42. welcomes the completion of the "South Caucasus Gas Pipeline" as a source of future 
energy security and supply diversity for the country;

Cooperation in the Black Sea Region

43. welcomes the European Commission Communication on the Black Sea Synergy - a new 
regional cooperation initiative of April 2007;

44. stresses the need for more concerted efforts by all the countries of the Black Sea towards 
an improved cooperation in areas of common interest such as democracy, respect for 
human rights and good governance, "frozen conflicts", energy, transport, environment, 
trade, maritime policy, research and education, science and technology, fisheries, 
immigration management, employment and social affairs;

45. aware of the fact that the countries of the Black Sea need to implement the multilateral 
environmental agreements and establish a more strategic environment cooperation in the 
region, urges them to pay increased attention to nature protection, waste management, 
industrial or air pollution; calls upon the European Commission to promote activities such 
as combating climate change by making use of the joint implementation of the Clean 
development Mechanism of the Kyoto protocol; calls on the countries of the Black Sea to 
engage in serious discussions at international level concerning concrete future action in 
this field;

46. calls on the countries of the Black Sea region to fully utilize their transit potential; urges 
the Council and the Commission to pay special attention to diversifying natural gas and oil 
supply routes to the EU and, in this regard, step up efforts to conclude relevant agreements 
enabling realization of the Trans-Caspian pipeline system and the transportation of 
Caspian and Central Asian resources to European markets via the Black Sea region.

Adopted unanimously.
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