
Yuli Yoel Edelstein

Yuli Edelstein was born in Chernovitz (former USSR) in 1958. In 1978, as a fourth 
year student of foreign languages in Moscow, he applied for an exit visa. His request 
was denied. Mr. Edelstein joined the Refusenik movement and became involved in 
Zionist activities such as teaching Hebrew. He was arrested by the KGB on trumped 
up charges of illegal possession of drugs. After spending three years in the notorious 
Soviet Gulag, Yuli Edelstein was finally freed and, together with his family,
immigrated to Israel. They arrived in Israel in July 1987 settling in Alon Shvut, a 
small town near Jerusalem located in Judean Hills.

In Israel Yuli Edelstein graduated from the Jerusalem Fellows, a prestigious program 
for senior educators, and worked in a number of educational institutions. Yuli was one 
of the founders and leaders of Yisrael ba-Aliya, a new political party, which ran for 
the first time in the 1996 elections and won an unprecedented success. Between 1996 
and 1999 Mr. Edelstein served as Minister of Immigrant Absorption.

Between 1999 and 2001 MK Yuli Edelstein served as Deputy Speaker of the Knesset 
and as the Chairman of his party’s faction. He was a member of the following Knesset 
committees: House, Education & Culture, Interior and Absorption. He headed the 
parliamentarian caucus for the Golan Heights during Ehud Barack's government and 
fought against any territorial concessions in the Golan Heights, the Jordan Valley, 
Judea and Samaria and of course Jerusalem. 

In March 2001 Yuli Edelstein was appointed Deputy Minister of Immigrant 
Absorption and served at this position until 2003. 

In 2003 Yuli Edelstein together with other members of Yisrael ba-Aliya merged with 
the Likud, and Yuli very soon became one of its leaders. During the years 2003 –
2006, he formed an opposition within the Likud against Ariel Sharon's disengagement 
plan and managed to promote several bills that helped the evicted settlers from Gush 
Katif. 

In addition to his parliamentarian activity, MK Edelstein has served as chairman of 
the Israel – Canada Parliamentary Friendship League and has helped to promote co-
operation between these two countries.  

At present MK Yuli Edelstein serves as the Minister of Public Diplomacy and 
Diaspora Affairs.


