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Russia is the first country in the world to attempt to ban www.jw.org—the official 

international Web site of Jehovah’s Witnesses. If successful, the ban will greatly impact 
Jehovah’s Witnesses in Russia who use the Web site for their religious worship. 

On 7 August 2013, the Tsentralniy District Court of Tver, in an ex parte hearing, 
declared jw.org to be extremist without involving the owner and publisher of the site—
Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of New York (WT-NY). The decision stated in part: 

To protect the rights, freedoms, and legal interests of the general public, the Tver 
Regional Prosecutor filed a claim in court under Article 45 of the Civil Procedural 
Code (CPC) of the Russian Federation (RF) requesting that the informational 
materials of the religious organization of Jehovah’s Witnesses distributed by means 
of the Internet—the Web site with the electronic address http://www.jw.org--be 
declared extremist.   

The Tver Regional Prosecutor claimed that jw.org should be declared extremist 
because it contains religious publications of Jehovah’s Witnesses that have already been 
declared extremist and banned in Russia. Since 2009, various Russian courts have banned a 
total of 70 publications of Jehovah’s Witnesses. These domestic rulings are being challenged 
in the European Court of Human Rights. The banned publications comprise a very small 
fraction of the religious material available on the jw.org Web site.  

The Tsentralniy District Court of Tver did not consider it necessary to involve WT-
NY in the trial even though WT-NY publishes jw.org for Jehovah’s Witnesses worldwide to 
use in their religious worship. The court reasoned that because WT-NY is a foreign legal 
entity, the decision to ban jw.org in the territory of the Russian Federation does not violate its 
rights or interests. Additionally, the court did not involve the Administrative Center of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses in Russia (the national office) or individual Witnesses, even though its 
decision had a direct impact on Jehovah’s Witnesses throughout the country. On 22 
November 2013 the court denied petitions by both the Administrative Center and affected 
individuals to be included in the case. 

WT-NY has appealed the case to the Tver Regional Court. If the regional court 
upholds the decision, the jw.org Web site address will be posted on the Federal List of 
Extremist Materials and banned throughout Russia. Anyone attempting to access the site 
anywhere within Russia will be exposed to criminal prosecution. The decision will also affect 
any printed publications of Jehovah’s Witnesses imported into Russia that in any way 
promote, or refer to, the Web site. 

The jw.org Web site is published in more than 315 languages. At least 40 million 
visits are recorded every month worldwide, including over a half million within Russia. 
Millions of publications and videos promoting moral values and Bible education are 
downloaded each month, free of charge, in one of 592 available languages. The Web site is 
also adapted for the sight and hearing impaired.  

The Tver Regional Court has not yet scheduled a date for the appeal hearing. 


