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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Fisheries calls on the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and 
Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its 
motion for a resolution:

1. Recalls that on 13 July 2011 the Commission proposed a major reform of the EU 
Common Fisheries Policy (CFP), which by aiming to ensure that living marine resources 
are exploited sustainably, is a key component of the present resource-efficient Europe 
flagship initiative;

2. Points out that the Commission proposes in the CFP reform package to introduce 
maximum sustainable yield (MSY) approach for bringing the fish stocks up to healthy 
levels and maintaining them in healthy conditions; however calls on the Commission to 
clarify the MSY approach, in particular with regard to multi-species fish stocks;

3. Agrees with the Commission's view, outlined in the CFP reform package, that the 
practice of throwing unwanted fish overboard is a waste of resources; points out, 
however, that solutions discussed with fishermen and other stakeholders and adapted to 
the reality of their working conditions need to be sought in order to improve the situation; 

4. Recognises that fleet overcapacity remains one of the main obstacles to achieving 
sustainable fisheries; however, is of the opinion that current Commission's proposal for 
introduction of transferable fishing concessions as a mean for reducing fishing capacity 
and increasing economic viability of fisheries at no cost to the taxpayer remains highly 
controversial, in particular with their possible effects on the marine ecosystems and on 
the economy of the sector due to the possible concentration of those fishing capacities in 
the hands of a reduced number of actors;

5. Emphasizes the social and economic importance of small-scale coastal fleets in certain 
regions and calls for specific measures, supporting green, smart and inclusive growth and 
contributing to sustainable, low-impact fishing and aquaculture;

6.  Points out that the fishing fleet of the EU is an important user of fossil fuels and that 
further progress is needed in development of ecodesign, in particular more efficient and 
cleaner engines for fishing vessels; 

7. Recalls that the resource efficiency flagship initiative also encompasses the protection of 
ecosystems; in this respect points to the necessary efforts to be made for the research and 
development of more selective fishing gear, and to potential synergies between stock 
management and conservation of protected species;

8. Emphasises that the EU's external actions, in particular in its external commercial 
relations, must be consistent with the principles and objectives of the CFP and to provide 
a level playing field for the fishing and aquaculture industries of the Member States. 


