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Hon. Dr. Linah Jebii Kilimo was appointed by Kenya's President Uhuru 
Kenyatta to chair the newly formed Anti-Female Genital Board in December 
2013. In March 2014, she represented Kenya at the 58th Session of the 
Commission on the Status of Women, United Nations Headquarters, New York, 
USA – speaking on “Accelerating efforts towards the abandonment of FGM –
Keeping Girls in School”. She is a Member of the Panel in the Commission 
of Inquiry into Childhood Pregnancies in Kenya, in relation to the practice of 
harmful cultural practices like FGM and Forced Early Childhood Marriages. 
She is also a Strategic Advisory Group member of the Girl Generation, British 
Funded project aimed at ending FGM within a generation.

Hon. Dr. Linah Jebii Kilimo was awarded on 9th December 2015 “The 
Outstanding Women Leardership Award for her work on FGM campaigns. 

Hon. Dr. Kilimo was the immediate former Assistant Minister for Cooperative 
Development in Kenya Government (2008-2013); Minister of Immigration 
(2004-2005) and Minister of State, Office of the President (2003-2004). She 
was the immediate former Chairperson of the Kenya Women Parliamentary 
Association (KEWOPA). She was first elected in Kenya’s 2002 general 
elections as the Member of Parliament of Marakwet East Constituency and 
retained her seat in year 2007, going against the grain of the region's popular 
political party.



Hon. Dr. Linah J. Kilimo holds an Honorary Doctor of Divinity Degree from 
Esther Mallet International Bible University in Norwalk, California, USA 
(2006), a Bachelors Degree (BA) in Counseling from the Kenya Methodist 
University (KeMU) and a Diploma in Control & Management of HIV/AIDS 
from Kenyatta University.

As a leader, Hon. Dr. Kilimo successfully contributed to developments in 
Marakwet East Constituency by consistently working within Government to 
enhance access by construction of all-weather roads. She also networked with 
many organizations and development partners to complement Government 
efforts in the construction of schools, hospitals and ambulance services during 
her tenure of 10 years as an elected Member of Parliament (MP).

As a peace-maker, Hon. Dr. Kilimo has been instrumental in bringing lasting 
peace between the Pokot and Marakwet communities in Kenya's Rift Valley, as 
the previous government failed to maintain peace despite the presence of the 
Army, Police and Paramilitary Police Units. Peace was achieved after her 
election to the NARC Government in December 2002. The two communities 
now live in peace and harmony and fondly refer to Hon. Dr. Kilimo as 'Eyaa 
Kalya’ (Mother of Peace). She has been recognized by the California 
Legislative Assembly and the City of Lancaster for her exemplary work.

As an Avid Crusader against Female Genital Mutilation (FGM), Hon. Dr. 
Kilimo was very instrumental in the creation of the Prohibition of Female 
Genital Mutilation Act 2011, which criminalizes FGM. She had also been 
working with Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) in campaigning for the 
eradication of FGM, promoting Girl Child education and volunteered as a role 
model for the Girl Child in World Vision Tot ADP, having escaped the 'Cut' 
herself.

As an environmentalist, Hon. Dr. Kilimo advocated for environmental 
conservation through leading a task force on the restoration of Embobut Forest; 
working with government agencies such as the Forestry Department to enable 
forest squatters be relocated. This was specifically at the Cherangany Water 
Tower, Embobut cluster. She was able to successfully negotiate with the people 
and government, a process that resulted in her being resident within the forest 
for 120 days. The successful negotiation resulted in relocation of the forest 
squatters to holding areas in the forest glades (de-forested areas within natural 
forests) as they awaited relocation to alternative land provided by the 
government of Kenya. This was unlike other forest relocations from the Mau 
forest that resulting in forest squatters being ejected without a relocation 



strategic plan, ending up on roadsides in the full glare of national and 
international media.

Hon. Dr. Kilimo has previously worked as the Marakwet East representative to 
the Constitution of Kenya Review Commission (CKRC) referendum (2002), 
taking part in collecting women views and providing Civic Education. She 
previously worked as a Banker with the Kenya Commercial Bank (KCB) and as 
a Paralegal / Human Rights Officer for the Education Centre for Women in 
Democracy (ECWD).


