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MINUTES OF THE SITTING OF WEDNESDAY, 15 JUNE 2016 
(2016/C../01)

The sitting opened at 9.05

IN THE CHAIR: Michèle Rivasi
Acting Co-President

1. Migration between ACP and EU Member States: causes, consequences and 
strategies for common management 

Committee on Social Affairs and the Environment
Co-rapporteurs: Magnus Kofi Amoatey (Ghana) and Norbert Neuser 

Magnus Kofi Amoatey (Ghana) and Norbert Neuser presented the report.

Speakers: Michael Gahler, Agathon Rwasa (Burundi), Alhagie Sillah (Gambia), Tesfaye 
Daba Wakjira (Ethiopia), Cécile Kashetu Kyenge, Pavel Telička, Ahamada Soukouna
(Mali), Bodil Valero, Amadou Dioffo (Niger), Laura Agea, Adjedoue Weidou (Chad), 
Jean-Luc Schaffhauser, Krzysztof Hetman, Amos Fish Mahlalela (South Africa), Pedro 
Silva Pereira, Babiker Mohamed Toum (Sudan), Francesc Gambus, Marlene Mizzi, 
György Hölvenyi, Juan Fernando Lopez Aguilar, Ole Christensen, Kristin de Peyron
(European External Action Service) and Domenico Rosa (European Commission).

Members highlighted the need to create safe and legal ways for migrants to enter the EU 
as the only efficient way of combatting smuggling and trafficking. Root causes should 
be addressed in common by EU and African countries. Relocation within the EU should 
be much more effective, allowing for smoother integration and better possibilities for 
schooling, housing, and employment of asylum seekers. The German model was 
suggested as far as the approach to integration is concerned, and the Italian model for the 
internal relocation of migrants in small numbers to small communities.    

The co-rapporteurs wound up the debate.

IN THE CHAIR: Netty Baldeh
Co-President

2. The future of the ACP-EU partnership Post Cotonou

     Keynote debate

Adekeye Adebajo, Director of the Centre for Conflict Resolution, introduced the debate.

Speakers: Davor Ivo Stier, Tesfaye Daba Wakjira (Ethiopia), Ashneel Sudhakar (Fiji),
Worlea Saywah Dunah (Liberia), Norbert Neuser, Javier Nart, Adekeye Adebajo,
Malement Lihasoa (Madagascar), Michèle Rivasi, A. Misiekaba (Suriname), Piernicola 
Pedicini, Jean-Luc Schaffhauser, Michael Gahler, Cécile Kashetu Kyenge, Maria 
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Heubuch, Purmanund Jhugroo (Mauritius), Krzysztof Hetman, Louis-Joseph Manscour,
Carlos Zorrinho, Joe Koim (Papua New Guinea), Pedro Silva Pereira, Ole Christensen, 
Domenico Rosa (European Commission) and Kristin de Peyron (European External 
Action Service).

Members stressed that the partnership should continue to exist, based on a legally 
binding act. The consultative role of the Assembly should be reinforced. More synergies 
and coordination should be sought with other inter-regional players such as the African 
Union. The consultation process was ongoing, and should be extended to the national 
parliaments and civil society organisations (CSOs). CSOs should play a bigger role in 
the post-Cotonou partnership.

Adekeye Adebajo responded to questions and wound up the debate.

IN THE CHAIR: Cécile Kashetu Kyenge
Acting Co-President

3. Approval of the minutes of the afternoon sitting of Monday, 13 June 2016.

The minutes were approved.

4. The changing face of conflict and global security threats – impact on global 
peace and stability 

Debate with Joaquim Chissano, former President of Mozambique

Joaquim Chissano, former President of Mozambique, provided a full and lively picture 
on the evolution of security threats. Almost all wars in Africa are intra-state wars but 
globalisation and weakness of state structures have also allowed for non-state actors 
such as criminal or terrorist groups to threaten stability. The discussion focussed on root 
causes of conflicts, including poverty and exclusion leading to radicalisation, lack of 
governance and corruption, climate change leading to scarcity of arable land and 
migration, illegal arms trafficking and weak legislation thereon. 

Speakers: Michael Gahler, Alpha Ousmane (Burkina Faso), Cécile Kashetu Kyenge, 
Javier Nart, Ahamada Soukouna (Mali), Adjedoue Weidou (Chad), Bodil Valero, Amos 
Fish Mahlalela (South Africa), Joachim Zeller, Purmanund Jhugroo (Mauritius), Juan 
Fernando Lopez Aguilar and Kristin de Peyron (European External Action Service).

Members highlighted the success of security cooperation with the African Union
through the African Peace Facility.

Joaquim Chissano responded to questions and wound up the debate.
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(The sitting adjourned at 13.18 and resumed at 14.42)

IN THE CHAIR: Cécile Kashetu Kyenge
Acting Co-President 

5. Economy, trade and business in the Southern African region

     Exchange of views with Calle Schlettwein, Minister of Finance (Namibia)

Calle Schlettwein, Minister of Finance (Namibia), made a presentation on the Namibia's 
development agenda in the context of the globalized trading arrangements.  Classified 
by the World Bank as a middle income country, Namibia is a small but open economy 
that enjoyed a robust economic growth which helped reducing poverty but suffers from 
dependence on mineral commodities and erratic weather conditions, income inequalities 
and unemployment as well as from a lack of skilled workers. The main outcome of the 
SADC-EU Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA), signed few days prior to the 
meeting is positive in particular as regards "Duty free Quota free" exports from Namibia 
to the EU but is also challenging for other SADC developing countries.

Speakers: Michael Gahler, Neena Gill, Davor Ivo Stier and Calle Schlettwein.

Members showed interest in the experience of the Minister as the main Namibian EPA
negotiator and enquired about the articulation between EPAs and regional integration
processes in Africa as well as on provisions that developing countries should negotiate 
to avoid damage on their economy, namely safeguard clauses and list of exceptions from 
liberalisation. 

6. Approval of the minutes of the morning and afternoon sittings of Tuesday, 14 
June 2016.

The minutes were approved.

7. Vote on the motions for resolution included in the reports submitted by the three 
standing committees

The Co-President reminded the Assembly of the voting procedures.

– Improving participatory governance through decentralisation and strengthening 

local governance (ACP-EU/ AP101.981/16/fin)

Committee on Political Affairs

Report by James Kembi-Gitura (Kenya) and Aymeric Chauprade
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Amendment adopted: 1

The resolution thus amended was adopted unanimously.

– A continental free trade area for Africa – prospects for fostering intra-African 

trade and potential benefits for the ACP (ACP-EU/ 102.008/16/fin)

Committee on Economic Development, Finance and Trade

Report by Jean-Marie Bulambo (Democratic Republic of the Congo) and Marielle de 

Sarnez

Amendment adopted: 1.

A split vote and a separate vote by separate houses on paragraph 3 were requested by the 

ALDE and the ECR Groups and the whole paragraph was adopted.

The resolution thus amended was adopted unanimously.  

– Migration between ACP and EU Member States: causes, consequences and 

strategies for common management (ACP-EU/102.016/16/fin)

Committee on Social Affairs and the Environment

Report by Magnus Kofi Amoatey (Ghana) and Norbert Neuser

Amendments adopted: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7.

A vote by separate houses on amendments 1, 3, 4, 5 and 7 was requested by the EPP 

Group and all amendments were adopted.

A separate vote by separate houses on paragraph 30, 31 and citation 29 was requested by 

the EPP Group and all paragraphs were adopted.

A vote by separate houses on paragraph 18 was requested by the S&D Group and 

paragraph 18 was rejected by EP Members.

The resolution thus amended was adopted with 50 votes in favour and 7 abstentions.  

8. Vote on the urgent motions for resolution

– The pre-electoral and security situation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
(ACP-UE/102.039/16/fin)
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No amendments were tabled.

The resolution was adopted unanimously.

– Rape and violence against women and children in armed conflicts (ACP-UE/
102.040/16/fin) 

A separate vote by separate houses on paragraph 8 and recital G was requested by the 

EPP Group and both paragraph 8 and Recital G were adopted.

Amendments rejected: 1, 2 and 3.

A vote by separate houses on amendments 1 and 3 was requested by the S&D and by the 

Greens/EFA Groups and both amendments were rejected.

The resolution thus amended was adopted with 50 votes in favour, 3 against and 4 
abstentions.

9. Any other business

None.

10. Date and place of the 32nd Session of the Joint Parliamentary Assembly

The 32nd Session of the Joint Parliamentary Assembly will take place from 19 to 21 
December 2016. The venue would be communicated at a later stage.

The Co-President thanked the Namibian authorities for the effective organisation of the 
session, and the Members and the co-secretariat for their contribution.

(The sitting closed at 16.00)

Netty BALDEH

Cécile Kashetu KYENGE (Acting)

Leonard-Emile OGNIMBA (Acting)

Luis Marco AGUIRIANO NALDA

Co-Presidents Co-Secretaries-General
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