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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Foreign Affairs calls on the Committee on Constitutional Affairs, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

A. whereas the Withdrawal Agreement included ‘specific arrangements relating to the 
Union’s external action’ whereby, during the transition period, the United Kingdom was 
bound by the obligations stemming from the international agreements concluded by the 
EU to implement the Union’s restrictive measures, whether decided upon during the 
transition period or already in place, and to support EU statements and positions 
vis-à-vis third countries and international organisations; whereas the agreement 
envisaged the UK’s participation on a case-by-case basis in EU military operations and 
civilian missions established under the common security and defence policy through a 
framework participation agreement, while excluding it from leading such operations or 
missions;

1. Recalls that pursuant to Article 50(2) of the Treaty on European Union, withdrawal 
agreements are to take account of the framework for the withdrawing state’s future 
relationship with the Union;

2. Recalls that whereas the political declaration accompanying the Withdrawal Agreement 
included clear provisions established by both parties on cooperation in the areas of 
foreign policy, security and defence, these provisions were not pursued further in the 
negotiations on the EU-UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement owing to the UK 
Government’s lack of interest in discussing these issues;

3. Regrets that despite the mutual interest in cooperation in the areas of foreign policy and 
security, which would be based on shared values and would contribute to promoting
peace and strengthening the rules-based global order, the parties were not able to take 
advantage of this possibility;

4. Underlines that the need for a tighter and more closely coordinated relationship between 
the EU and the UK on security issues has been thrown into sharp relief by the Russian 
war of aggression against Ukraine;

5. Stresses that although the political declaration has not been honoured and there is no 
agreement on foreign policy and defence, both sides should continue to cooperate in 
these fields;

6. Deeply regrets the publication of the Northern Ireland Protocol Bill by the 
UK Government, considering it an unfortunate and unilateral action that comes at a time 
when the EU and the UK should be showing more unity and solidarity than ever.
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