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OPENING REMARKS 

09:00-09:10 

 

09:00-09:05 Dragoş Tudorache, Chair of the Special Committee on Artificial 

Intelligence in a Digital Age (AIDA), European Parliament 

09:05-09:10 Nicola Beer, Rapporteur for the ITRE opinion on “on shaping the digital 

future of Europe: removing barriers to the functioning of the digital single 

market and improving the use of AI for European consumers” 

 

PANEL I: AI GOVERNANCE 

AI Governance – What are the choices for regulatory frameworks for enabling the 

potential of AI solutions for increasing EU enterprises competitiveness? 

09:10-10:35 

 

INTERVENTIONS BY: 

 

09:10-09:15 Kristi Talving, Deputy Secretary General for Business Environment, 

Ministry of Economic Affairs and Communications, Estonia 

Title: An enabling environment for the uptake of AI solutions as the key to 

growing competitiveness of enterprises 

Abstract: Policy-makers need to be several steps ahead to empower 

innovation and boost new technologies. Creating a favourable environment 

in a way that AI can become one of EU’s competitive advantages requires 

our joint efforts across domains to support innovation in this rapidly 

emerging field. Safe and transparent business environment, legal clarity and 

certainty, opportunities to test, experiment and share, public and private 

pilot projects, and access to high quality data are only some important 

keywords. 

09:15-09:20 Khalil Rouhana, Deputy Director General DG-CONNECT (CNECT), 

European Commission 

 Title: EU’s Approach to the AI 

Abstract: Faced with the rapid technological development of AI and a 

global policy context where more and more countries are investing heavily 

in AI, the EU must act as one to harness its many opportunities and to 

address arising challenges. Starting with the launch of the European AI 

strategy in April 2018, the Commission’s two-pronged policy is to enable 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197665/DRAGOS_TUDORACHE/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197437/NICOLA_BEER/home
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kristi-talving-6b7409158/?originalSubdomain=ee
https://ec.europa.eu/info/persons/deputy-director-general-khalil-rouhana_en
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the EU to become a world-class AI hub, while ensuring that AI is 

trustworthy. To promote equally the development of AI and to address the 

potential side effects, the Commission will present both a proposal for a 

regulatory framework on AI and a revised Coordinated Plan on AI in the 

second quarter of 2021. 

09:20-09:25 Kay Firth-Butterfield, Head of Artificial Intelligence and Machine 

Learnings; Member of the Executive Committee, World Economic Forum 

Title: Good Governance is not antithetical to competitiveness 

Abstract: We are developing policies for a new generation. That 

generation values ethical corporate behaviour. In designing governance of 

AI there is not just one truth or tool. 

09:25-09:30  Dr. Sebastian Wieczorek, Vice President – Artificial Intelligence 

Technology, SAP SE, external expert (until October 2020) in the study 

commission on AI in the Bundestag  

 Title: Challenges for AI in the European Industry 

Abstract: There are many different angles to Artificial Intelligence. In 

regards to industrial applications of AI technologies, there are three main 

areas of challenges requiring significant focus: Competency, Data and 

Acceptancy. Each will be discussed briefly. 

09:30-10:35 Exchange of views with AIDA MEPs (2 min. per question, answers 

immediately after): 

 slot 1: EPP 

 slot 2: S&D 

 slot 3: Renew 

 slot 4: ID  

 slot 5: Greens 

 slot 6: ECR 

 slot 7: The Left 

 slot 8: NI 

 slot 9: EPP 

 slot 10: S&D 

 slot 11: Renew 

 

  

https://www.linkedin.com/in/kay-firth-butterfield-b5b3853a/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sebastian-wieczorek/?originalSubdomain=de
https://www.bundestag.de/ausschuesse/weitere_gremien/enquete_ki#url=L2F1c3NjaHVlc3NlL3dlaXRlcmVfZ3JlbWllbi9lbnF1ZXRlX2tpL3dpZWN6b3Jla19zZWJhc3RpYW4tNjQ4MzQ2&mod=mod569758&dir=ltr
https://www.bundestag.de/ausschuesse/weitere_gremien/enquete_ki#url=L2F1c3NjaHVlc3NlL3dlaXRlcmVfZ3JlbWllbi9lbnF1ZXRlX2tpL3dpZWN6b3Jla19zZWJhc3RpYW4tNjQ4MzQ2&mod=mod569758&dir=ltr
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/public-hearing-of-ai-and-green-deal/product-details/20210112CAN59287
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PANEL II: THE PERSEPCTIVE OF BUSINESS AND THE INDUSTRY  

How to build a competitive and innovative AI sector? What are EU enterprises’ 

challenges in entering AI markets, by developing and adopting competitive AI 

solutions? 

10:35-11:55 

 

INTERVENTIONS BY: 

 

10:35-10:40 Prof. Volker Markl, Chair of Research Group at TU Berlin, Database 

Systems and Information Management, Director of the Intelligent Analytics 

for Massive Data Research Group at DFKI and Director of the Berlin Big 

Data Center and Secretary of the VLDB Endowment 

Title: The case for an independent European Ecosystem and Infrastructure 

for Big Data and Machine Learning 

Abstract: Novel AI applications and innovations today are largely due to 

advances in machine learning (ML) and big data (BD) systems and 

technologies. Due to international competition, the EU needs to make 

massive investments in research to develop next generation ML methods 

and BD systems as well as in education to train its workforce accordingly. 

The EU also needs an independent technical infrastructure and ecosystem 

enabling the creation, sharing and use of algorithms and data as well as for 

the storing and computing, in an open and inclusive way, of the 

corresponding resources (and hence move beyond North American and 

Chinese solutions). The EU must go beyond data exchange and federated 

multi-cloud considerations, like GAIA-X, but rather be center around the 

development of an easy-to-use, integrated single ecosystem to store data, 

host algorithms and perform processing, built with special consideration of 

the economies of scale and digital sovereignty in an environment of both 

agility and market failure. 

10:40-10:45 Moojan Asghari, Cofounder/Initiator of Women in AI, Founder/CEO of 

Thousand Eyes On Me 

 Title: Inclusive data for an inclusive AI 

 Abstract: Inclusive AI needs inclusive data. Data is the fuel of Machine 

Learning and AI algorithms. Biased data sets create biased models and, 

therefore biased predictions. The problem that we are facing in ML is that 

there are not enough inclusive data sets, and "bias-in" gives "bias-out". 

There are severe implications for women, gender minorities, disabled 

persons, and other minority groups. The diverse inclusive datasets require 

appropriate infrastructure to collect and store data as well as policies and 

regulations to put in place standards. Setting up the European Data Space as 

an initiative to create a data market means that the EU needs to encourage 

https://www.bimos.tu-berlin.de/menue/bimos_people/members/professors/volker_markl/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/moojanasghari/?originalSubdomain=fr
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the collection and storage of diverse datasets and the creation and 

implementation of regulatory frameworks, requiring high vigilance and 

collective effort 

10:45-10:50 Marina Geymonat, Expert for AI strategy @ Ministry for Economic 

Development, Italy. Head, Artificial intelligence Platform @TIM, 

Telecom Italia Group 

 Title: Strengths to rely on and weaknesses to improve: how EU can play the 

AI game at the big table 

 Abstract: When it comes to AI, EU has some unique strengths that should 

be leveraged and safeguarded. At the same time, we also have profound 

deficiencies that we should address as soon as possible. In both cases, only 

a joint effort of all the member states would allow EU to play the AI game 

at the big table. In my opinion, finding effective ways for cross border 

collaboration, making AI work effectively in the industrial world and 

increase people and SME’s awareness in AI pitfalls are the first issues to 

address to reach that goal. 

10:50-10:55 Jaan Tallinn, founding engineer of Skype and Kazaa as well as a co-

founder of the Cambridge Centre for the Study of Existential Risk (cser.org) 

and Future of Life Institute (futureoflife.org) 

Title: Competition in AI as Faustian bargain: unacceptable long term price 

for short term benefit 

Abstract: The essence of AI is automated decision making. Hence, the 

correct way to frame AI adoption is to treat it as gradual replacement of 

human decisions with machine decisions. To say more precisely, AI 

adoption is the irreversible delegation of traditionally human decisions to 

increasingly competent machines. Such frame highlights both the 

opportunities and dangers of AI. On the one hand, increasingly competent 

decisions would be an economic boon to nations, companies and citizens 

alike. On the other hand, as every leader knows, delegation comes at a price: 

every time you delegate, you will lose some control over the outcomes. As 

we have learned from the nuclear arms race, competition, as a matter of 

unfortunate game-theoretic fact, will exacerbate this dynamic: it will bring 

us the early capability gains quicker, yet later force us to continue even if 

we no longer wanted to. Taken to its logical conclusion, this would see 

humans joining the other species on this planet in having precisely zero 

control over our future. 

  

https://www.linkedin.com/in/marinageymonattim/?originalSubdomain=it
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jaan_Tallinn
https://www.cser.ac.uk/
https://futureoflife.org/
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10:55-11:50 Exchange of views with AIDA MEPs (2 min. per question, answers in 2 

minutes as well immediately after): 

 slot 1: EPP 

 slot 2: S&D 

 slot 3: Renew 

 slot 4: ID  

 slot 5: Greens 

 slot 6: ECR 

 slot 7: The Left 

 slot 8: NI 

 slot 9: EPP 

 slot 10: S&D 

 slot 11: Renew 

 

 

CLOSING REMARKS 

11:50-12:00 

 

11:50-11:55 Axel Voss, Rapporteur of the Special Committee on Artificial Intelligence 

in a Digital Age (AIDA), European Parliament 

11:55-12:00 Dragoş Tudorache, Chair of the Special Committee on Artificial 

Intelligence in a Digital Age (AIDA), European Parliament 

 

* * * 

 

The hearing will be webstreamed on the European Parliament website. 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/public-hearing-of-ai-and-green-deal/product-details/20210112CAN59287
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96761/AXEL_VOSS/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197665/DRAGOS_TUDORACHE/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/aida/meetings/webstreaming

