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Indicative work programme of the Swedish Presidency for 
CODEV-PI Working Party 

(1 January – 30 June 2023) 

The indicative work programme of the Swedish Presidency for the Working Party on 

Development Cooperation and International Partnerships (CODEV-PI) balances both 

current and long-term challenges for EU development policy.  

The Swedish Presidency takes place during turbulent times – in Europe, as well as globally.  

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has caused incalculable human suffering and destruction. 

The ripple effects are felt far beyond Ukraine’s borders and are hurting the already 

vulnerable the most. Russia’s aggression has exacerbated an already difficult global 

situation, where economic slowdown, rising inflation and disrupted supply chains have 

pushed parts of the world into multiple crises related to food security, energy, and debt. 

The Swedish Presidency will work for the continued mobilisation of support to 

tackle the consequences of the Russian aggression, in Ukraine and across the globe.   

The world is also just emerging from a pandemic that has set us back in reaching the 

Sustainable Development Goals. Covid-19 is not the last pandemic we will face as a global 

community. Hence, we need to build on best practices and lessons learned from the past 

three years to support partner countries in building sustainable health systems and 

strengthening resilience, combating health threats and fostering the One health 

approach, and deliver better health and well-being across the life course. The Swedish 

Presidency will prioritise global health, to protect and promote health around the 

world.  

A third major challenge from a global perspective is the declining trend for democracy 

and governance, where corruption is a big challenge. Corruption erodes democracy and 

undermines the enjoyment of human rights and the rule of law. It prevents the efficient 

use of resources and hinders sustainable development, which hurts persons in 
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marginalised and vulnerable situations the most. The Swedish Presidency will work 

towards scaling up the EU’s work against corruption as a development obstacle.  

Collectively, the European Union and its Member States are the world’s largest provider 

of development assistance, as well as one of the world’s largest economies and trading 

partner. Still, we sometimes have less impact and visibility than our size warrants. It is 

expected that Team Europe Initiatives (TEI) will contribute substantially to the delivery on 

the Global Gateway strategy. By working better together as Team Europe – and showing 

our partners and competitors that we are united, focused, and effective – we can do more 

and provide a better, more sustainable offer. In this vein, the EU’s fundamental values 

such as gender equality, human rights, democracy and the rule of law, as well as 

development effectiveness, will be pursued as horizontal priorities by the Swedish 

presidency. 

 

MAIN PRIORITIES  
1. Mobilising support for Ukraine and the global consequences of the 

Russian aggression 

The Swedish Presidency will continue the efforts by the French and Czech Presidencies to 

deal with the global consequences of Russia's aggression against Ukraine. In CODEV-PI we 

will focus on the implementation of development aspects of the EU’s action plan on 

geopolitical consequences of the war, including food insecurity and the related Council 

Conclusions, rising energy prices, debt sustainability and support to and reconstruction 

of Ukraine. This will be done in close cooperation with COHAFA, COEST, IPCR and other 

relevant geographical and thematic working parties. 

2. Promoting Global Health   

The Swedish Presidency will build on the work done under the Czech Presidency regarding 

the EU’s Global Health Strategy, which was presented in November 2022, with the 

ambition of adopting Council Conclusions. This will be done in close cooperation with the 
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Working Party on Public Health, mirroring the cross-sectoral ambition shown by the 

Commission in developing the strategy. 

3. Scaling up the fight against corruption as an obstacle to development 

The European Union needs a comprehensive and integrated approach as well as 

operational guidance to adequately address corruption as an obstacle to development in 

international development cooperation. Therefore, the Swedish Presidency aims at 

adopting Council Conclusions calling for an updated operational framework to support 

EU delegations, Member States, and other actors to better achieve and monitor results in 

the fight against corruption. To this end, ECDPM will contribute with a forward-looking 

study that highlights lessons learned and best practices.  

 

HORIZONTAL PRIORITIES  

A. Strengthening mainstreaming of gender equality  

The Swedish Presidency will work on the Gender Action Plan III (GAP III) in a cross-cutting 

manner. In CODEV-PI this will entail preparing for the mid-term report of GAP III by 

focusing on the results from the Mid-term evaluation of the implementation of the EU 

Gender Action Plan III, in particular on EU action for women’s economic empowerment, 

the implementation of the Women, Peace and Security Agenda as well as the cooperation 

of EU actors at country level.  Concrete examples will be presented in CODEV-PI in 

cooperation with EU delegations and ECDPM.  

B. Advance EU agenda on Human Rights, Democracy and Rule of Law 

The Swedish Presidency will work to strengthen human rights, democracy, and the rule of 

law in the EU’s development and foreign policy agenda. Sweden has commissioned 

International IDEA to write a report on the EU’s external democracy policy and action, 

considering shifts in the state of democracy, major geopolitical challenges and crises such 

as the Covid-19 pandemic and Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine. The report will 
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be presented in both CODEV-PI and COHOM working groups and feed into the mid-term 

review of the EU Action Plan on Human Rights and Democracy 2020-2024 including 

Council Conclusions negotiated in COHOM.  

C. Bolstering the effective implementation and impact of Global Europe  

The Swedish Presidency will continue the Council’s strategic orientation and monitoring 

of NDICI-Global Europe in CODEV-PI. Sweden will ascertain the Council’s role and 

participation in the process leading up to the mid-term evaluation of the NDICI-Global 

Europe and mid-term review of programming documents. A particular emphasis will be 

put on the delivery on NDICI-Global Europe objectives, targets and benchmarks including 

gender equality, human rights, democracy, climate and ODA. As a part of this priority a 

study prepared by ECDPM will be presented and discussed.  

D. Reinforcing development effectiveness and Team Europe Initiatives  

Asserting the development impact of NDICI-Global Europe implementation, and that the 

instrument effectively contributes to sustainable and locally owned development for the 

people in partner countries, will be a focus for the Swedish Presidency. By underlining 

effective development cooperation as the foundation for the Team Europe approach, not 

least in Team Europe Initiatives, we will contribute to emphasise Europe as a trustworthy 

partner. In this vein, relevant operational conclusions from the Global Partnership for 

Effective Development Cooperation (GPEDC) high-level meeting, held in Geneva on 12-14 

December 2022, will be taken forward and reviewed in CODEV-PI.  
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ADDITIONAL PRIORITIES 
A. Sustainable finance – moving the agenda forward 

During the Swedish Presidency a conference on sustainable finance will be hosted, 

reviewing lessons learned in light of the Addis Ababa Action Agenda. The conference will 

focus on how institution-building and mobilization of private capital, including the roles 

of multilateral development banks and institutional investors, could contribute more 

effectively to poverty reduction, climate and environment finance and women’s economic 

empowerment in least developed countries. The work of the High-Level Expert Group on 

scaling up sustainable finance in low and middle-income countries will also be followed 

closely. Connections will be made to the development effectiveness priority. Finally, the 

Presidency will continue to follow up on the operationalization of the Commission’s 

roadmap for an improved European Financial Architecture for Development in close 

cooperation with FICo. 

B. Climate and biodiversity – follow-up of COP27 and COP15  

Since COP 26 in 2021, and COP 14 in 2018, emissions have risen to new record levels, 

climate impacts, such as droughts and floods, have worsened and biodiversity loss has 

increased at a rapid rate. Vulnerable individuals and communities have been hit the 

hardest by these developments, that continue to exacerbate inequalities, conflicts and 

poverty. The Swedish Presidency will follow up on the outcomes from COP27 and COP15, 

as well as the preparations of the UN 23 Water Conference, within the scope of the work 

of CODEV-PI.  

 

Working Methods 
We expect to convene 37 meetings of the CODEV-PI Working Party, the subgroup for 

NDICI-Global Europe and the subgroup for International Conferences.  
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Our ambition is to work closely with relevant working parties being mindful of the division 

of competencies as well as working in an effective manner, this includes contributing to 

Global Gateway as appropriate. The Presidency will strive to have a gender equal 

representation in its set-up. The Presidency will also try not only to focus on policy steering 

but also on key methodological aspects, how our work is done in practice and 

implemented. This will be done by inviting all relevant stakeholders to present their work, 

including civil society organisations, not necessarily in a formal working party setting.  

Council Conclusions 

- Global Health 

- Corruption as an Obstacle to Development 

 
- Annual Report 2023 to the European Council on EU Development Aid Targets  

- 2022 Annual Report on the Implementation of the European Union's External 

Action Instruments in 2021 

 
- ECA Special report on the Programming of the Neighbourhood Development and 

International Cooperation Instrument – NDICI – Global Europe.  

- ECA Special report on Climate Change and Development Aid. 

Other reports 

2022 Commission progress report on the European financial architecture for 
development 
 
International IDEA report EU’s external democratic action in a new geopolitical reality 

Important dates 

- Swedish Presidency presentation in EP-DEVE Committee: 25 January 2023 
- Informal FAC DEV 8-9 March 2023  
- Director Generals Meeting in Stockholm April 2023  
- FAC DEV 4 May 2023  
- Joint informal CODEV-PI and COHAFA in Stockholm 24-25 May 2023 
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Side events 

Seminar with ECDPM regarding publication on fighting corruption as development 
obstacle February 2023 
 
Launch event with International IDEA regarding report “EU’s external democratic action 
in a new geopolitical reality” January 2023 

Seminar with ECDPM regarding an update of the programming on the NDICI-GE and 
initial stages of the implementation of Team Europa Initiatives March 2023 
 
Seminar with ECDPM regarding gender equality in external action March 2023 
 
International Meetings 

LDC5-conference – 5-9 March 2023 

European Humanitarian Forum – 20-21 March 2023 

2023 Water Conference (Water for Sustainable Development) – 22-24 March 2023  

Spring Meetings of the World Bank Group and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) – 
21-23 April 2023 

Calendar 

 CODEV-PI NDICI-Global 
Europe 

International 
Conferences 

January 9, 12, 19, 26, 30 16 23 

February 3, 6, 8, 16, 27 13  

March 2, 6, 13, 16, 27, 30 20  

April 3, 21, 27 24  

May 2, 8, 11, 15  22  

June 1, 5, 8, 15, 19, 22, 
26 

12  
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Swedish Presidency CODEV-PI Team 

Chair  Helena Lagerlöf   helena.lagerlof@gov.se   +32 477 55 22 73 

Co-chair  Karl Sälgström  karl.salgstrom@gov.se  +32 477 50 00 56 

Delegate  Johan Arvidsson  johan.arvidsson@gov.se +32 478 65 08 56 
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