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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety calls on the Committee 
on Employment and Social Affairs, as the committee responsible:

– to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

1. Recalls that worldwide hundreds of millions of people are exposed to asbestos every 
year, despite its health risks having been known for decades;

2. Stresses the existence of different types of non-occupational exposure to asbestos, 
whether of para-occupational, domestic or environmental origin;

3. Recalls that asbestos diseases have been observed in populations living or having lived 
in the vicinity of industrial sites or premises with degraded flocking;

4. Recalls that a study by Italian scientists has shown that ingestion of water containing 
asbestos fibres significantly increases the risk of gastric and colorectal cancers;

5. Calls on the Commission to set out a European strategy for the complete elimination of 
asbestos; calls on all Member States to adopt national action plans to implement that 
strategy; considers that the Commission should coordinate the national action plans, in 
particular through the adoption of a framework directive on this matter; 

6. Considers that a comprehensive renovation and asbestos removal plan for the European 
drinking water distribution network should be drawn up and implemented;

7. Stresses that unsafe working conditions for workers may expose society as a whole to 
risks of asbestos exposure, in particular the families of the workers concerned;

8. Calls on the Commission to support the dissemination of information on the various 
systems for the destruction of asbestos products based on best available techniques;

9. Calls on the EU to work with other international organisations and third countries to 
achieve a global ban on asbestos;

– to incorporate the following recommendations into the annex to its motion for a 
resolution:

1. The development of models to detect, monitor and check asbestos in private and public 
buildings, land, infrastructure, logistics and piping;

2. The definition of models for monitoring asbestos fibres suspended in the air in the 
workplace, built-up areas and landfills, and fibres present in drinking water supplied 
through asbestos cement pipes;

3. The development of information campaigns on asbestos to provide relevant information 
to workers, employers, owners, tenants, users of buildings and infrastructure, and 
citizens about the risks and legal obligations relating to asbestos;

4. The establishment of centres for the treatment and inerting of waste containing asbestos 
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by providing for the phasing out of the disposal of such waste in landfills;

5. The establishment of a European framework for public and accessible asbestos 
registers, together with a mapping of the exact location of asbestos on public and private 
sites;

6. A roadmap for asbestos-free workplaces and an asbestos-free environment, which could 
establish priority sectors and be subject to periodic evaluation every five years of the 
progress made by the national and regional authorities;

7. The active involvement of the social partners and other stakeholders, such as asbestos 
victims’ groups.
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