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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection calls on the Committee on 
Industry, Research and Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the SME strategy and shares the Commission’s view that SMEs are essential 
to the European economy;

2. Stresses that the implementation of the SME strategy should focus on supporting SMEs 
to help them maintain their existence, as the COVID-19 crisis has delivered a shock to 
many SMEs and their role in the everyday life of Europeans;

3. Notes that SMEs should be burdened as little as possible and encourages the 
Commission to use strong enforcement action to ensure that the single market benefits 
all businesses and consumers and to counter gold-plating and other regulatory 
restrictions; 

4. Highlights the crucial role of data as the lifeblood of the digital economy; supports the 
Commission in establishing European data spaces for trusted and secure data sharing to 
ramp up data flows between businesses and with governments;

5. Encourages Member States to implement the single digital gateway in an SME-friendly 
way by cooperating closely with regional and local authorities and by providing easy 
digital access to information, procedures, and services linked to doing business across 
borders, including advice on public procurement and funding sources;

6. Calls on the Member States to simplify procurement tendering processes by using the 
flexibility of the EU’s new procurement framework and to enhance opportunities for 
SMEs by using digital tools and platforms to expand cross-border procurement; stresses 
that green public procurement can make an important contribution to building a 
sustainable economy;

7. Underlines the fact that late payments account for a quarter of all SME bankruptcies in 
the EU; urges the Commission to swiftly equip the Late Payment Directive1 with strong 
monitoring and enforcement tools so as to ensure and promote prompt payments as a 
norm across the single market.

                                               
1 Directive 2011/7/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 February 2011 on combating late 
payment in commercial transactions, OJ L 48, 23.2.2011, p. 1.
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