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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on the Environment, Public 
Health and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

1. Recalls that the damage to the planet’s biodiversity is almost at the point of no return 
and that biodiversity loss is a driver of zoonotic pathogens such as COVID-19; 
highlights the scientific evidence on the role of trade in biodiversity loss, in particular 
with regard to trade in minerals, biomass and certain agricultural commodities, and
biodiversity loss due to land-use changes, invasive alien species, overexploitation of 
resources and pollution;

2. Stresses the importance of systematically including a biodiversity dimension to all 
sustainable impact assessments (SIAs) that follow a robust methodology, as suggested
by available Commission studies, and to consistently factor in biodiversity issues; 
requests that the Commission secure adequate funding for carrying out such analyses on
biodiversity; calls for SIAs to be launched as part of the scoping exercise phase on 
future free trade agreements and for them to be regularly updated as negotiations 
develop in order to adequately identify and address possible risks as early as possible, 
and to shape relevant bilateral commitments outlined in the negotiations; stresses the 
importance of systematically conducting regular ex post sustainable impact assessments 
to ensure consistency with the EU’s international commitments on biodiversity; calls for
trade and sustainable development chapters to include time-bound roadmaps that 
provide verifiable commitments and objectives, which are to be regularly monitored by 
ex post SIAs and for the lowering of (non-)tariff barriers be made conditional thereon; 
invites the Commission to update existing chapters accordingly;

3. Considers it crucial that the Commission foster a non-product related process and 
production method approach in order to support measures that set out to prevent further 
biodiversity loss, on the basis of Article XX of the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade;

4. Considers that the EU’s trade policy and green diplomacy should aim to phase out fossil 
fuels and environmentally harmful subsidies as a matter of urgency in accordance with
the commitments taken at the G20 Summit in Pittsburgh in 2009; invites the 
Commission to agree on a roadmap with each trade partner covered by a trade 
agreement, with milestones in place, and to show leadership in relevant international 
forums;

5. Requests that the Council in its draft mandate of future agreements and, on the occasion 
of the review of existing agreements, make the Convention on Biological Diversity
(CBD), together with the Paris Agreement, an essential element of free trade 
agreements;

6. Urges the EU to adopt a whitelist of endangered species to efficiently combat the illegal 
trade thereof, to improve the training of customs officials and to support the 
establishment of a mechanism to prohibit the export of nationally protected endangered 
species in their countries of origin;
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7. Calls for the Commission to explore the possibility of adding a wildlife crime-related 
protocol to the UN Convention against Transnational Organized Crime;

8. Welcomes the Commission’s intention to present a legislative proposal in Spring 2021 
that will prohibit the placing of products associated with deforestation or forest 
degradation from the EU market; calls on the Commission to adopt a moratorium on 
imports of wild animals from reported emerging infectious disease hotspots;

9. Calls on the Commission to prioritise capacity building for beneficiary countries to 
implement the CBD under the Neighbourhood, Development and International 
Cooperation Instrument and Aid for Trade.
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