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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0070/2012 by Imre Juhász (Hungarian), bearing 2 signatures, on a 
request for the repeal of Resolution 1483/2007 of the Slovak National Council 
concerning the inviolability of the Beneš Decrees

Petition No 2098/2014 by N. P. (Slovakian) on the Beneš decrees

1. Summary of petition 0070/2012

The petitioner refers to Resolution 1483/2007 of the Slovak National Council, which 
established that the Beneš Decrees issued between 1944 and 1948 were inviolable and 
incontestable. The petitioner points out that discrimination against the Hungarian and German 
minorities in Slovakia constitutes contravention flagrant violation of Articles 2 and 6 of the 
Treaty on European Union (TEU), the European Convention on Human Rights and the 
Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union. He therefore asks the European 
Parliament to take action to have the above Resolution repealed and calls for Slovakia’s 
membership of the EU to be suspended if it continues its policy of violating human rights.

Summary of petition 2098/2014

The petitioner considers that the Beneš decrees infringe the provisions of the Treaty on the 
European Union, of the European Convention for the protection of human rights and of the 
Charter of fundamental rights of the European Union.

2. Admissibility

Petition 0070/2012 declared admissible on 22 May 2012.
Petition 2092014 declared admissible on 15 October 2015.
Information requested from Commission under Rule 227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 30 August 2012
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Under the Treaty on European Union and the Treaty on the Functioning of the European 
Union, the European Commission has no general powers to intervene. It can do so only if an 
issue of Union law is involved. As regards possible application of the Charter of Fundamental 
Rights of the European Union, according to its Article 51 paragraph 1, the provisions of the 
Charter are addressed to the Member States only when they are implementing Union law.

On the basis of the information provided, it does not appear that the matter referred to is 
related to the implementation of Union law. The so-called "Benes decrees" are historical acts, 
undertaken by the authorities of the former Czechoslovakia prior to the accession to the 
European Union and without continuing legal effects which would be contrary to Union law. 
In the present case, it is thus for the concerned Member State to ensure that its obligations 
regarding fundamental rights - as resulting from international agreements and from their 
internal legislation - are respected.

Conclusion

The Petitioner can bring his case to the national authorities, including the judiciary, and if the 
organisation considers that any of its fundamental rights have been violated, it may lodge a 
complaint with the Council of Europe's European Court of Human Rights.

4. Commission reply (REV) , received on 16 September 2019

Petitions 0070/2012 and 2098/2014

As explained in the letter of First Vice-President Timmermans (dated 17 May 2019) in reply 
to the letter of Member of the European Parliament Cecilia Wikström, dated 4 March 2019, 
under the Treaties on which the European Union is based, the Commission has no general 
powers to intervene with the Member States. As regards the application of the Charter of 
Fundamental Rights of the European Union, according to its Article 51 paragraph 1, the 
provisions of the Charter are addressed to the Member States only when they are 
implementing Union law.

Based on the information provided in the letter of 4 March 2019, which did not disclose any 
new elements, it does not appear that the matter referred to relates to the implementation of 
Union law. The Commission can only confirm its position that the so-called “Beneš decrees” 
are historical acts, undertaken by the authorities of the former Czechoslovakia prior to 
accession and without continuing legal effects which would be contrary to Union law. 

Conclusion

In the present case, it is thus for the Slovak authorities to ensure that their obligations 
regarding fundamental rights — as resulting from international agreements (including the 
European Convention on Human Rights) and from internal legislation — are respected. 
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