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Petition No 0441/2020 by Sergio Santamaria Santiagosa (Spanish) on limitation of the 
information rights during the Corona Virus crisis

The petitioner is complaining about a regression in the exercise of the fundamental rights of 
Spanish citizens during the state of alarm decreed by the Government, because of Covid-19. 
He criticise the limitations on the right to free movement, with the strict confinement of 
citizens in their homes and a series of unjustified decisions that affect the transparency and 
good governance regulations in force within the Union and its Member States. The Spanish 
executive has decreed the closure of the Transparency Portal, which makes it difficult to 
control and understand the actions it is carrying out and be informed on the evolution of the 
health crisis. In addition, the activity of the democratic parliamentary control of the 
Government has been severely limited, with only one session of control of the executive. The 
press has been limited: in the press conferences of the Prime Minister, the questions were 
censored by limiting them and condition them to the prior assessment process by the 
Secretary of State for Information. This unexpected limitation is contrary to the state of 
liberties in force in Spain, incompatible with article 11 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights 
of the European Union and article 3 of the Treaty on European Union.

Information

– Following the EP resolution of 17 April 2020, Commissioner Reynders at the LIBE 
Committee meeting of 23 April 2020 on the assessment of emergency measures taken 
in all Member States in the context of COVID-19 outbreak, including of the situation in 
Hungary and their implications on democracy, rule of law and fundamental rights, 
assured that the Commission will continue to monitor closely the emergency measures 
taken by Member States. The Commission will scrutinize closely how the different 
measures are applied by the authorities and whether or how they affect EU Law. The 
Commission is also monitoring the respect of the proportionality principle when it 
comes to restrictions of fundamental rights. This is especially important as some 
measures may have a negative effect on freedom of expression.

– The LIBE monitoring group on Democracy, Rule of Law and Fundamental Rights 
information is closely monitoring the measures adopted by the EU Member States in 
the fight against COVID.

Recommendations

– Declare admissible;
– ask the Commission for information;
– send to LIBE for information.
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